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The AaauMENT. 

Thf/uijeSi propo/ed. In/cribed to the Countefi ofUh^^ 
FORD. The Sea/on is defer ibed as it offers the ^^ 
rious parts of Nature, 4ifcending from tbehmar to t^ 
highir ; iMJitb digrejffms ariftng from the fubjsA 
Its itifluence en inanimate Matter^ en Vegttabf^^ 
en brute Animals, and laji on Man ; concluding wjit^ 
a diffuafive from the <wild and irregular pajftom i 
Love, ofpo/ed to that of a pure aud bapf^ kind. 



SPRING. 

COME, gentle Spring, ethereal Mildnefs, come. 
And from the bofom of yon dropping cloud. 
While muTic wakes around, veiPd in a fhowet 
^ fhadowing rofes, on our plains defcend. 

O Hart FORD) fitted or to fhine in "courts ^ 

With unafFeded grace, or walk the plain 
With innocence and meditation join'd 
l^ ibft afleroblage> Men to my fong, 
;■ which thy own Seafon paints ; when Nature all 
b' blooming and benevolent, like thee. i^ 

And fee where furly Winter pafTes off, 
^^ to the north, and calls his ruffian blails : 
™ Mails obey, and quit the howling hill, 
The fliattered foreft, and the ravaged vale; 
While fofter gales fucceed, at whofe kind touch, 1 5 
l^Wving fnows in livid torrents loft, 
TflC mountains lift their green heads to the iky. 

As yet the trembling year is unconfirm'd. 
And Winter oft at eve refumes the breeze, ^ 
^ank the pale morn, and bids his driving ileets 20 
^^htm the day delightlefs : Co that fcarce 
*'**? bittern knows his time, with bill ingulpht 
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4 SPRING. 

To (hake the founding marih ; or from the fhore 

The plovers when to fcatter o*er the heath, 

And iing their wild notes to the liflening wafte* 2 j 

At lafl from Aries rolls the bounteous fun. 
And the bright Bull receives him. Then no more 
Th* expanfive atmofphere is crampM with cold; 
But, full of life and vivifying foul. 
Lifts the light clouds fttblime,and ipreads them thi^, 30 
Fleecy and white, o*er all-furrounding heaven. 

Forth fly the tepid airs ; and unconfin'd. 
Unbinding earth, the moving fofmefs (bays. 
Joyous, th' impatient hufbandman perceives 
Relenting Nature, and his luily fbers 35 

Drives from their flails, to where the well-us'd plough 
Lies in the furrow, loofened from the fix>ft. 
There, unrefufing, to the harnefs'd yoke 
They lend their flioulder, and begin their toil, 
. Chcar'd by the fimple fbng and fo^ng lark. 40 

Meanwhile incumbent o'er the fining ihane 
The mailer leans, removes th* obilru^ing clay. 
Winds the whole work, and fidelong lays the glebe. 

White thro' the neighbouringfields the fowerflaiks. 
With meafur*d ilep ; and liberal throws the grain 45 
Into the faithful lK)fom of the ground : * 
7he harrow follows harfh, and ihuts the icene. 

Be gracious. Heaven ! for now laborious Man 
Has done his part. Yc foftering breezes^ blow ! 



SPRING. 5 

Ye fofteniAg dews, ye tender fhowers, defcend I 50 

And temper all^ thou world-reviving fun, 

Ixrto the perfcd year ! Nor ye who live 

In luxury and eafe^ in pomp and pride^ 

Think theie loft themes unworthy of your ear : 

Such themes as thefe the rutal Maro fung 5 j 

To wide-imperial Rome^ in the full height 

Of elegance and tafle, by Greecb reiin'd. 

In antient times, the (acred plough employed . 

The kings, and awful fathers of mankind : 

And ibme, with whom comparM your infed- tribes 60 

Are bnt the beings of a fummer's day. 

Have held the fcale of empire, rul'd the ftonn 

Of mighty war; then, with viftorious hand, 

DiiHaining little delicacies, feiz'd 

The plough, and greatly independent liv*d. 65 

Yb generous Britons, venerate the plough ; 
And o'er your hills, and long withdrawing vales, 
l.eC Autumn fjpread his treafures to the fun» 
Luxuriant and unbounded : as the fea, 70 

Far thro' his azure turbu^pit domain, 
Ybur empire owns, and from a thoufand fhores 
Wafts all the pomp of life into your ports ; 
~ So with fnperior boon may your rich ibil* 
Exuberant, Nature's better bleflings pour 75 

O'er tvexy land, the naked nations doathe. 
And be th' e;^hauiUefs granary of a world ! 
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6 S P R I N G. 

Nor only thro^ the lenient air this change, 
Delicious, breathes ; the penetrative fan. 
His force deep-darting to the dark retreaT So 

^Of vegetation, fets the fteami»g Pc<w£r 
At large, to wander o'er the vernant earth. 
In various hues ; but chiefly thee, gay Gnm! 
Thou fmiling Nature's univerfal robe ! 
United light and (hade ! where the fight dwells 85 
With growing ihrength^ and ever-new delight. 

From the moiH meadow to the withered hlll« 
Led by the breeze, the vivid verdure ranab 
And fwells^ axxd deepens, to the cheriih'd eye. 
The hawthorn whitens ; and the juicy groves 99- 

Pdt forth their buds, unfolding by 4cgrec»,. 
l^m the whole U^fy for^ft ftands difplay'd, 
Jn full luxuriance to the fighing gales 5 
Where the deer rullle thro* the twining brake. 
And the birds fmg conCeal'd. At once^ ^array*d jj 
In all the colours of the flufhing year, 
^y Nature's fwift and fecret-working hand. 
The garden glows, and fills the libera] air 
With laviih fragrance ; while the promised fruit 
Lies yet a little embryo,, unperceiv'd, ^00 

Within its c];imt{bn f^lds. Now from the towai 
Buried in fmoke, aq.d il^ep, a^d noi£>m damps^ 
Oft let me wander o'er the dewy fields. 
Where frefhneis breathes, and dafii the tremUJng drops 
Ftom the be^t buib, a$ t]|;-Q? the vejdant ma^e. 1 05 

Of 



SPRING. 7 

Of fiveetobriar hedges I puifue my walk ; 

Or tafte the fmell of dairy ; or afcend 

Some eminence, AuousrA, m thy plains. 

And fee the country, far diffused around, 

One boundlefs blufh, one white-empurpled ihowcr i lo 

Of mingled bloffoms ; where the raptur'd eye 

Hurries from joy to joy, and, hid beneath 

The fair profufion, yellow Autumn fpies : 

Ip, brufti'd from Ruffian wilds, a cutting gale 
Rife not» and fcatter from his humid wings 1 1 j 

The dammy mildew ; or, dry-blowing, breathe 
Untimely frofl; before whoie baleful blaft 
The full-blown ipring thro* all her foliage ihrinks, 
Joyle^ and dead, a wide-deje6led wade. 
For oft, engender'd by the hazy north, 1 20 

Myriads on myriads, infed armies warp 
Keen in the poifonM breeze ; and wafteful eat. 
Thro' buds and bark, into the blackened core. 
Their eager way. A feeble race ! yet oft 
The iacred ions of vengeance; on whofe courfe ilj 
Corrofive femine waits, and kills the year. 
To check this plague the Ikilful farmer chafF, 
And blazing ftraw, before his orchard burns > 
Till, all involved in fmoke, the latent foe 
From every cranny fuffbcated falls : 1 30 

Or fcatters o'er the blooms the pungent dull 
Of pepper, fatal to the frofly tribe : 
Or, when, th' envenom'd leaf begins ta cwsT^ 

B 4, With 
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With fprinkled water drowns them in their neft ; 
Nor, while they pick them up with bufy bill, 1 55 
'f he little trooping birds unwiTely (cares. 

Be patient, fwains; thefe cruel-feeming winds 
Blow not in vain. Far hence they keep reprefs'd 
Thofe deepening clouds on clouds, furcharg'd with rain. 
That o'er the raft Atlantic hither borne, 140 

In endleis train, would quench the fummer-blaze. 
And, chearlefs, drown the crude unripened yeac ' 

The north-eail fpends his rage; he now ihut np 
Within his ii on cave, th' efFufive fouth 
Warms the wide air, and o'er the void of Jieaven 145 
Breathes the big clouds with vernal (howers di^cnt. 
At firft a dufky wreath they feem to riie> 
Scarce Gaining ether ; but by fwift degiees. 
In heaps on heaps, the doubling vapour (aila 
Along the loaded iky, and mingling deep 150 

Sits on th' horizon round a fettled gloom : 
Not fuch as wintry-dorms on mortals (hed» 
Oppreffing life ; but lovely> gentle, kind^ 
And full of every hope and every joy. 
The wifti of Nature. Gradual fmks the breeze 155 
Into a perfed calm ; that not a breath 
Is heard to quiver thro* the cloiing woods. 
Or ruftiing turn the many-twinkling leaves 
Ofafpintall. Th' uncurling floods, difFus'd 
In gla^y breadth, feem thro' delufive lapfe 1^0 

Forgetful 
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Forgetful of their coorfe. *Tis filence alU 

iVnd pleafing expedation. Herds and flocks 

Drop the dry iprig, and mute-imploring eye 

The Ming verdure. Huih'd in (hort fufpenle. 

The plumy people ffareak their wings with oil» 165 

To throw the lucid moiHure trickling off; 

And wait th' approaching iign to (faike, at once, > 

Into the general choir. Even mountains, vales. 

And hrc&s feem, impatient, to demand 

The promised fweetne^. Man fuperior walks 170 

Amid the glad creation, mu£ng praife. 

And looking lively gratitude. At laft. 

The clouds confign their treafures to the fields ; 

And, fbfdy ihaking on the dimpled pool 

Preluiive drops, let all their moiilure flow, . 175 

In large effuflon, o*er the freihened world. 

The dealing fhower is fcarce to patter heard, 

By fuch as wander thro' the forefl walks. 

Beneath the umbrageous multitude of leaves. 

But whp can hold the fliade, while Heaven de&ends 1 80 

In univerial bounty, fliedding herbs. 

And hmts, and flowers, on Nature's ample lap ? 

Swift fancy fir'd anticipates their growth ; 

And^ while the milky nutriment diflils. 

Beholds the kindling country colour round. i8j 

Thus all day long the full-diflended clouds 
Indulge their genial flores, and well-ihower'd earth 
Is deep ^nrich'dwith vegeuble life; 

Be TiU 
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Till, in the vveftcm fky, the downward (uir 

Looks out, efiiilgent,. from amid the fluih 19^ 

Of broken clouds, gay-fhifting to his beam. 

The rapid radiance inftantaneous ftrikes 

Th' illumih'd mountain, thro' the foreft ftreams^. 

Shakes on the floods,, and in a yellow mill. 

Far fmoaking o'er th* interminable plain^ 19^ 

In twinkling myriads lights the dewy gems. 

Moid, bright, and green, the landikip laughs around. 

Full fwell the woods ; their erery mufic wakes, 

Mix'd in wild concert with the waifbling blocks 

Increas'd, thediftantbleatings of thehillsy. 20a* 

And hollow lows re/ponfivc from the valesy 

Whence blending all the £iveet«ied zc^yr ^lingft. 

Mean time refrafted from yon eaftem cloud, 

Beftriding eartii, the grand ethereal baw 

Shoots up immenfe ; and every hue unfblds, 205: 

In fur proportion running from the rtd. 

To where the violet fades into the fky. 

Here, awful Newton, the difiblving clouds 

Form, fronting on the fun, thy fhoweiy prifin ; 

And to the fage-inftrufted eye unfold 210 

The various twine of light, by thee diiclos'd 

From the white mingling maze. Not fo the boy ;. 

He wondering views the bright enchantment bend. 

Delightful, o'er the radiant fields, and, runs 

To catch the falling glory ; but amaz'd 215 

Beholds th' amufive arch before him fly, 

Thea vani(h quite away. Still night fucceeds, 

i A foftened 
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A (oftened fhade, and faturated eartk 
Awaits the morning-beain, to give to light, 
RaisM thro' ten thouiand different plaftic tubes, 220 
The balmy treafures of the former day. 

Then ipring the living herbs, profufely'wild, 
0*er all the deep green earth, beyx>nd the power 
Of botanift to number up their tribes : 
Whether he fteals along the lonely dale,, • ' 225 
In filent (earch ; or thro' the foreil, ranb 
With what the dull incurious weeds account, 
Burfis his blind way; or climbs the mountain-rock,. 
Fir'd by the nodding verdure of its brow. 
With fuch a liberal hand has Nature flung 230) 

Their feeds abroad, blown them about in winds, 
Innumerous mix'd them with the nur^g mold,^ 
The moiflening current, and proline rain.. 

But who their virtues can declare? who pierce,. 
With viiion pure, into thefe fecret ftores 235; 

Of health, andlife^ and joy? the food of Man, 
While yet he liv'd in innocence, and told 
A length of golden years ; unflefh'd ia bloody 
A Granger to the favage arts of life,. 
Death, rapine, carnage, furfeit, anddifeafe; 24a 
The lord, and not the tyrant, of the world.. 

The firft frcih dawn then wak'd the gladdened race 
Of uncorrupted Man, nor blufh'd to fee 

E 6 Thft 
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The fluggard fleep beneath its facred beam r 
For their light flumbers gently faknM away ; m 
And up they rofe as vigorous as the fan. 
Or to the culture of the willing glebe. 
Or to the chearful tendance of the flock. 
Meamhne the fong went round ; and dance and tpett^ 
Wifdom and fiiendly talk, fucceflive, ftolc 25® 

1 heir hours away : while in the rofy vale 
Love brcath'd his infant iigbs, from angniih fieey 
And full replete with blifs ; fave the fweet pun> 
That, inly thrilling, but exalts it more. 
Nor yet injurious ad^, nor furly deed, <t5 

Was known among thoie happy (ons of He ATfiif ; 
For rcafbn and benevolence were law. 
Harmonious Nature too look'd fmiling on. 
Clear fhone the fkies, coolM with eternal gales^ 
And balmy fpiiit all. The youthful fun 260 

Shot his bed rays, and dill the gracious clouds ' 
Drop^d fktncfs down ; as o'er the fwelling mead. 
The herds and flocks,^ commixmg, play'd (ecure. 
This when, emergent from the gloomy wood. 
The glaring lion faw, his horrid heart 25-5 

Was meckcned, and he join'd his fuUen joy. 
For mufic held the whole in perfect peace : 
S6ft figh'd the flute ; the tender voice was heard^ 
V/arbling the varied heart ; the woodlands round 
Apply'd their quire; and winds and waters flowed 
in conlbnancc. Such were thofe prime of days. zyC^ 

Bu-r 
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BtTT DOiw thofe white unblemifh'd manners, whence 
'Ae fkbling poets took their golden age. 
Are found no more amid thefe iron times, 
Thefe dregs of life ! Now the dtilemper*d mind 275 
Has loft that concord of harmonious powers^ 
Which forms the foul of happinefs ; and all 
Is off the poife within : the pa£ions all 
Have barfi their bounds ; and reafbn half extin^l. 
Or impotent, or clTe approving, fees 280 

The fbi4 diibrder. Senfelels, and defotm'd, 
Cdnvaliive.anger florms at large ; or pale» 
And filent, fettles into fell revenge. 
Bafe envy withers at another's joy. 
And hates that excellence it cannot reach. 285 

De^Kmding fear, of feeble fancies full. 
Weak and unmanly, loofens every power. 
Even love itfelf is bitternefs of foul,, 
A penfive angoifh pining at the heart ; 
Or, funk to fordid intereil, feels no more 290 

That noble wifh, that never cloy'd defire. 
Which, fclfifh' joy difdaining, feeks alone 
To blefs the dearer objed of its flame. 
Hope fickens with extravagance ; and grief. 
Of life impatient, into madnefs fwells ; zg,^ 

Or in dead fUence wailes the weeping hours* 
Thefe, and a thoufand mixt emotions more. 
From ever-changing views of good and ill, 
Form'd infinitely various, vex the mind 
Withendlefsftorm; whence, deeply rankling, grows 

The 
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The partial thought, a Mlefs unconcern, 301 

Cold, and averting from our neighbour's good ; 

Then dark diigufl, and hatred, winding wiles. 

Coward deceit, and ruffian violence : 

At laft, extJnft each fecial feeling, fell 305 

And joylefi inhumanity pervades 

And petrefies the heart. Nature difturb'd 

Is deem'd, vindidive, to have chang'd her courfir. 

Hence, in olddu&y time, a deluge camet 
When the deep-deft difparting orb, that arch'd 3 W 
The central waters round, impetuous rufh^d. 
With univerfal burfl, into the gulph, ; 

And o'er the high-pil'd hills of fradur'd earth 
Wide daih'd the waves, in undulation vaft; 
Till, from the center to the flreaming clouds, S^^ 
A (horeleis ocean tumbled round the globe. 

The Seafbns fince have, with fevercrfway, 
Opprefs'd a brokten world : the Winter k«en 
Shook forth his wafte of fnows ; and Summer fhot 
His peftilential heats. Great Spring, before, 32®* 
Green'd all the year j and fruits and bloffbms bluih'dj* 
In focial fweetnefs, on the felf fame bough. 
Pure was the temperate air; an even calm 
Perpetual reign'd, fave what the zephyrs bland 
Breath'd o'er the blue expanfe : for then nor ftorm* 
Were taught to blow, nor hurricanes to rage ; 3 26* 
Sound fleptthe waters ; no fulphureous glooms 

Swell'i 
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in die fky^ and fent the lightning forth ; 
(ckly damps, and cold autumnal fogs, 
ot^ rdaxingy on the fprings of life. 530^ 

r, of turbid elements the fport, 
eat to cloudy tof(^ ^m hot to cold» 
to moift, with inward-eating change, 
oping days are dwindled down to nought, 
sribd finiih'd ere *tis well begun. 3 35: 



ytt the w&deibme herb negjeded dies ; 
A the pure exhilarating foul 
moot and health, and vital powers, 
thefearchofart, 'tis copious bled, 
tkhot ravine fir'd^ enfanguin'd Man 340 
iccome the lion of the plam, 
rfe. The wolf, who from the nightly fold 
Iraga the bleating prey, ne'er drunk her milk, 
re her warming fleece : nor has the ileer, 
fe firong chefb the deadly tyger hangs, 345.' 
w'd for him. They too are temper'd high, 
mgtr Hong and wiM neceffity, 
ges pity in their fhaggy bread. 
t, whom Nature fbrm'd of milder day,^ 
'Cty ki»d emotion in hi^ heart^^ 3 jo 

kght alone to weep ; w.hile from hev lap 
rs ten thoufand delicacies, herbs, 
itSy as numerous as the drops of rain 
u that gave them birth : fhall he, fair form ! 
:an iwcetfinilesv and looks ered on Heaven, 

E'eF 
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E'er (loop to mingle with the prowling herd» j^S 

And dip his tongue in gore ? The beafl of prey, 

Slood-ftain'dy deferves to bleed : but you, ye flpcksi 

What have you done ; ye peaceful people, what. 

To merit death ? you, who have given us milk 360 

In luicious (beams, and lent us your own coat 

Againfl the winter's cold ? And the plain ox. 

That harmlefs, honeil, guilelefs animal, 

In what has he offended ? he, whofe toil. 

Patient and ever ready, clothes the land 365 

With all thepomp.of harveft ; (hall he bleed. 

And (bniggling groan beneath the cruel hands 

Even of the clown he feeds ? and that, pci-haps. 

To fwell the riot of th* autumnal feaft. 

Won by his labour ? Thus the feeling heart 370 

Would tenderly fuggeft : but *tis enough, 

In this late age, adventurous, to have touch'd 

Light on the numbers of the Samian (age. 

High Heaven forbids the bold pre(umptuous (baio, 

Whofe wifeft will has fix'd us. in a date 375 

That muft not yet to pure pcrfedUon rife. 

Now when the firft foul torrent of the brooks^ 
Swelled with the vernal rains, is ebb'd away ; 
And, whitening, down their mofly-tin£lur'd dream 
Defcends the billowy foam : now is the time, 380- 
While yet the dark-brown water aids the guile. 
To tempt the trout* The weli>di(Iembled fly. 
The rod fine-tapering with eladic (pring, 

Snatch'd 
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^d horn the hoary fteed the floating llnc» 
1 Ay flender watry (lores pilepare. 385 

: not on thy hook the tortured worm, 
lfive> twift in agonizing folds ; 
I, by tapadous hunger fwallowM deep, 
as you tear it from the bleeding breail 
s weak helpleis uncomplaining wretch, 590 

pain and horror to the tender hand. 

[BN with his lively ray the potent fun 
ierc'd the ftreams, and rous'd the finny race, 
. ifluing chearful, to thy ijport repair; 
QiovAd the weftem breezes curling play, 395 
ight o*er ether bear the fhadowy clouds. 
to their fount, this day, amid the hills, 
woodlands warbling round, trace up the brooks ; 
lext, purfue their rocky-channePd maze, 
. to the river, in whofe ample wave 400 

little naiads love to fport at large. 
I the dubious point, where with the pool 
c*d the trembling ilream, or where it boils 
id the^ne, or from the hollow'd bank 
ted plays in undulating flow, 405 

; throw, nice-judging, the deluflve fly ; 
3 you lead it round in artful curve, 
eye attentive mark the fpringing game. 
as above the furface of the flood 
wanton rife, or urg'd by hunger leap^ 4 1 
fix, with gentle twitch, the barbed hook r 

Some 
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Some lightly toffing to the grafly bank^ 
And to the fhelving (hbre flow-dragging (bme^ 
With various hand pr(^rtion*d to their force. 
If yet too young, and eafily deceiv'd, 415 

A worthlcfi prey fcarce bends your pliant rod. 
Him, piteous of hi& youth and the fhort fpace 
He has enjoy'd the vital light of Heaven, ] 

Soft difengage, and back into the dream 
The fpeckled captive throw. But ihould you lure 42a 
From his dark haunt, beneath the tangled roott 
Of pendant trees, the monarch of the brooky 
Behoves you then to ply your fineft art 
Long time he^ following cautious, fcans the fly ; 
And oft attempts to feize it, but as oft 42$ 

The dimpled water ^aks his jealous fear* 
At kft, while haply o'er the fliaded fuA 
PafTes a doud, he defperatc takes the death. 
With fallen plunge. At once he darts along, 
Deep-ftruck, and runs out all die lengthen'd line; 45P 
Then feeks die farthefl ooze, the fheltering weed» 
The cavem'd bank, his ol^ fecure abode ; 
And flies aloft, and flounces round the pool. 
Indignant of the guile. With yielding hand. 
That feels him flill, yet to his furious courfe 43$ 
Gives^way, you, now retiring, following now 
Acrofs the flream, exhauft his idle rage : 
Till floating broad upon his breathlefs flde, . 
And to his fate abandon'd, to the fliore 
You gaily drag your unrefifling prize. 440 

Thua 
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Thus pafi the temperate hours : bat when the fan 
Skilces from. his noon-day throne the {battering clouds^ 
Even (hooting Mlefs languor thro' the deeps ; 
"Hien feek the bank where flowering elders croud, 
^cre fcaiter'd wild the lily of the vale 445 

Its balmy elTence breathes, where cowilips hang 
The dewy head, where purple violets lurk, 
With all the lowly children of the fhade : 
Or lie redin'd beneath yon fprcading afh, ' 4^9 
Hung o'er the fteep ; whence, borne on liquid wing, 
The founding culver (hoots ; or where the hawk,. 
H|gh, in the beetling cliS; his airy builds. 
There let the daffic page thy fancy lead 
Thro' rural icenes; fuch as the Mantuan fwain ^'"^ 
Paints in the matchlefs harmony of fong. 45$ 

Or catch thy felf die landikip, gliding fwift 
Athwart iuMgination's vivid eye : 
Or by the vocal woods and waters luU'd, 
And loft in lonely mufing, in the dream, 
Confus*d, Qfcarele(&fi)Utude, where mix 460 

Ten thou(and wandering images of things, 
Soothe every guft of paffioiT into peace ; 
AU but the fwellings of the foften*d heart. 
That waken» not difturb, the tranquil mind. 

Behold yon bieathing proTpe^k bids the Mufe 46$ 
Throw all her beauty forth. But who can paint 
like Nata;^ ? Can invagination boaft, 
Amid its gay creation, hues like hers? 

Or 
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But whyfo farexcuriivef when at hand. 

Along thefe blofhing bohlers, bright with dew, 5*5 

And in yon mingled wildemefs of flowers, 

Fair-handed Spring unbofoms every grace ; 

Throws out the fnow-drop, and the croais £rft; 

The daify, primrofc, violet darkly blue. 

And polyanthus of unnumbePd dyes ; 530 

The yellow wall-flower, ftain'd with ifoh brown ; 

And lavifh flock that fcents the garden round : 

From the foft wing of vernal breezes fhed, 

Anemoniess auriculas, enrich'd 

With ftiining meal o'er all their velvet leaves ; 53J 

And full ranunculas, of glowing red* 

Then comes the tulip^racc, where Beauty play$ 

Her idle freaks ; from family diflus'd 

To family, as flies the father-dufl. 

The varied colours run ; and, while they 6reaA 540 

Onthecharm'deye, th' exulting florifl marks. 

With fecret pride, the.\^nders of his hand. 

No gradual bloom*is wanting ; from the bud, 

Firft-born of Spring, to Summer's mulky tribes : 

Nor hyacinths, of pureft virgin white. 

Low-bent, and bluftiing inward ; nor jonquils, 545^ 

Of potent fragance ; nor Narcifl!us fair. 

As o'er the fabled fountain hanging ftill ; 

Nor broad carnations, nor gay-fpotted pinks ; 

Nor, fliowcr'd from every bufti, the damafk-rofe. 

Infinite numbers, delicacies, finells, 550 

With hues on hues expreffion cannot paint. 

The breath of Nature, and her endlefs bloom* 

Hail,, 
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Hail, Soi/rcb of Being! Universal Soul 
Of Heaven and earth ! Essential Presence, haHf 
To Thee I bend tlic knee; to Thee my thoughts, 
Contiiwal» climb; who, with a mafter-hand, 556 
Haft the great whole into perfedtion touched. 
By The£ the various vegetative tribes, 
Wrapt in a filmy net, and dad with leaves^ 
Draw the lire ether, and imbibe the dew : ^6^ 

fiy Tseb di^poi^d into congenial foils. 
Stands each attni^ve plant, and fucks, and fwelli 
The juicy tide ; a twining mafs of tubes* 
At Thy command the vernal fun awakes 
The torpid iap, detruded to the root 5651 

By wintry winds ; that now in fluent dance. 
And lively fermoitation, mounting, fpreads 
All this innumerottS'Colour'd fcetie of things^ 

As rifing from the vegetldbk world 
My theme afcends, with eqMlwing afcend, ^jo 

Af y panting Mn(t ; and hark, how loud the woods 
Invite you forth in all your gayeft trim. 
Lend rile your fong, ye nightingales ! oh poor 
The nuay-runoing foul of mdody 
Into my varied verfe ! while I deduce, 575 

From the firft note the hollow cuckoo flng^. 
The iymphony of Spring, and touch a theme 
Unknown to fame, tbi PaJ/l^n of the groves. 
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When firft the ibul of love is fent abroad. 
Warm thro' the vital air, and on the heart 580 

Harmonious feizes, the gay troops begin. 
In gallant thought, to plume the painted wings 
And try again the long-forgotten ftrain. 
At firll faint-warbled« But no fooner grows 
The foft infufion prevalent, and wide, ^^5 

Than> all alive, at once their joy overflows 
In mufic unconfin*d. Up-fprings the lark> 
Shrill- voic*d, and loud, the meflenger ot mom ; 
Ere yet the fhadows fly, he mounted iings 
Amid the dawning clouds, and from their haunts 590 
Calls up the tuneful nations. Every copfe 
Deep-tangled, tree irregular, and bufh 
Bending with dewy moiflure, o'er the heads 
Of the coy quiriflers that lodge within. 
Are prodigal of harmony. The thrufh 59; 

And wood-lark, o'er the kind-contending throng 
Superior heard, xuh thro* the fweeteft length 
Of notes ; when Mening Philomela deigns 
To let them joy, and purpofes, in thought 
Elate, to make her night excel their day. 600 

The black-bird whiflles from the thorny brake; 
The mellow bullfinch anfwers from the groves 
Nor are the linnets, o'er the flowering furze 
Pour'd out profufely, filent. Join'd to theie 
Innumerous fongilers, in the frefhening (hade 605 
Of new-fpnmg leaves, their modulations mix 
Mellifluous. The jay, thexook, the daw, 

And 
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And each harih pipe, diicordant heard alone. 
Aid the foil concert : wlulc the ftock-dove breathes 
A melancholy munnur thro' the whole. 6iq 

Tis love creates their melody, and all 
This waftc of muiic is the vcMce of love ; 
That even to birds> and beafts, the tender arts 
Of pleafing tea«hes. Hence the glofly kind 
Try every winning way inventive love 61} 

Can didate^ and in courtfhip to their mates 
Pour forth their litde fouls. Firft, wide around. 
With difbat awe, in airy rings they rove, 
Endeavoiiring by a thoufand tricks to catch 
The canning, confoous, half-averted glance 620 
Of their rsgardlefs charmer. Should fhe feem 
Softening the leaft approvance to beflow. 
Their colours burnilh, and by hope infpiVd, 
They bri(k advance ; then, on a fudden ilruck, 
Retire difbrder'd ; then again approach ; 625 

In fond rotation fpread the (potted wing, 
And fliiver every feather with defire. 

Connubial leagues agreed, to the deep woods 
They hafte away, all as their fancy leads, 
Pleafure, or food, or fccrct fafety prompts ; 630 
That Nature's great command mzy be obeyM : 
Nor all the fweet ienfations they perceive 
Jndolg'd in vain. Some to the holly-hedge 
J^eftUng rcpm^ aad to the thicket fbme; 

C Somct 
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Some to the rude protedUon of the thorn 635 

Commit their feeble offspring : The cleft tree 

Oiiers its kind concealmentao a few. 

Their food its infers, and its mofs their ncfk. 

Others apart far in the graffy dale. 

Or roughening wafte, their humble texture weave. 640 

But mod in woodland folitudes delight. 

In unfrequented glooms, or fhaggy banks. 

Steep, and divided by a babbling brook, 

Whofe murmurs fbothe them all the live-long day. 

When by kind duty fix'd. Among the i:oots 645 

Of hazel, pendant o'er the plaintive ffacam. 

They frame the firft foundation of their^domcs ; 

Dry fprigs of trees, in artful fabric laid. 

And bound with clay together. Now 'tis nought 

But reftlcfs hurry thro' the bufy air, 650 

Beat by unnumbered wings. The fwallow fweeps 

The flimy pool, to build his hanging houfe ' ' 

Intent. And pften, from the carelefs back 

Of herds and flocks, a thoufand tugging bills 

Pluck hair and wool ; and oft, when unobferv'd, 655 

Steal from the barn a ftraw : till foft and warm. 

Clean, and complete, their habitation grows. 

As thus the patient dam aifilduous fits. 
Not to be tempted from her tender talk. 
Or fey fharp hunger, or by finooth delight, 660 

Tho' the whole loofened Spring around her blows^ 
Her fympathizlng lover takes hi5 ftand 

High 
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on tb^ op{K)ne:nt bank, and ceafelefs fings 
tedious time away i or elfe fupplies 
>lace a moment^ while (he fudden flits C6^ 

ick the fcanty meal. Th' appointed time 
I picas toil fulfi]l^d, the callow young, 
nVl and expanded into perfe^ life, 
r brittle bondage break, and come to light, ' 
Iplefs family, demanding food 670 

L conflant clamour : O what paOions then> 
t mehing fentiments of kindly care, 
lie new parents feize i Away they fly 
^donate, and undefiring bear 
moft ddicious morfel to dieir young ; 675 

ch equally difbibnted, again 
fearch begins. Even fo a gentle pair, 
>rtune funk, but fbrm*d of generous mold, 

charmM with cares beyond the vulgar breait, 
me lone cott amid the diAant woods, 680 

in'd alone by providential Heaven, 

as they weeping eye their infant train, 
:k their own appetites, and give them all. 

OR toil alone they (com : exalting love, 
le great Father of the Spring infpir'd, 
s inftan t courage "to the fearful race, 686 

to the fmfle art. With ftealthy wing, 
Id fbmc rude foot their woody haunts moleft, 
i a neighbouring bufli they filent drop, 
whirring thence, asifalarm'd, deceive 690 
C 2 Tk' 
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Th' unfeeling fchool-boy. Hence, around the head 
Of wandering fwain, the white-wing*d plover wheels 
Her founding flight, and then direi^y on 
In long excurflon fklms the level lawn. 
To tempt him from her neft. The wild-duck, hence* 
O'er the rough mofs, and o'er the traddefs wafte696 
The heath-hen flutters, (pious Araud !) to lead 
The hot purfuing fpamel far aftray. 

Be not the Mufe afliam'd, here to bemoan 
Her brothers of the grove, by tyrant Man 709 

Inhuman caught, and in the narrow Ctage 
From liberty confin'd, and boundl^s air. . 
Dull are the pretty flaves, their plumage duU^ 
Ragged, and all its brightening luflre loft; 
Nor is that fprightly wildnefs in their notes, 705 
Which, clear and vigorous, warbles from the beech. 
Oh then, ye friends of l6ve and iov^-tai^ght fimg, 
Spare the.foft tribes, this barbarous art foibear; 
If on your bofbm innocence can win, 
Mulic engage, or piety perfuade. 7IO* 

But let not chief the nightingale lament 
Her ruin'd care, too delicately fram'd 
To brook the harih confinement of the cage. 
Oft when, returning with her loaded bill, 
Th' aftonifti*d mother finds a vacant neft, 715 

By the hard hand of unrelenting clowns 
Robb'd, to the ground the vain provifion falls; 

Ifa 
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Her pinions ruffle and low-drooping fcarce 

Can bear the monmer to the poplar ihade ; 

Where^ all abandoned to defpair, ihe fings 720 

Her forrows thro' the night ; and, on the bough, 

Sok-iitting, flill*at every dying fall 

Takes up again her lamentable ftrain 

Of winding woei till wide around the woods 

Sigh to her fong, and with her wail refound. 725 

But now the ftathei^d youth their former bounds. 
Ardent, difdain ; and, weighing oft their wings. 
Demand the freepofleflion of the (ky : 
This one glad office more, and then diilblves 
Parental love at once, now needlefs grown. 730 

Unlaviih fFi/tbrn never works in vain. 
Tis on feme evening, funny, grateful, mild, 
When nought but balm is breathing thro' the woods. 
With yellow lufh« bright, that the new tribes 
Vifit the fpacious heavens, and look abroad 735 

On Nature's coauaon, far as they can iee. 
Or wing; their range and paflure. Cer die boughs 
Dancing about, fUll at the giddy verge ' 
Their refblution fails ; their pinions ftill. 
In loofe libration fbetch'd, to truft the void 740 

Trembling refufe : till down before them fly 
The parent-guides, and chide, exhort, command. 
Or pu(h them ofL The forging air receives 
The pliuny burden ; and their felf-tanght wings 
Winnow tho Waving element On ground 745 
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Alighted, bolder up again they lead. 

Farther and farther on> the lengthening flight ; 

Till vani(h'd every fear, and every power 

Houz'd into life and adion, light in air 

'i'h' acquitted parents fee their ibaring race, 7 ^ 

And once rejoicing never know them more. 

High from the fummit of a craggy clifiv 
Hung o'er the deep, fuch as amazing frowns 
On utmoil * Kilda^s fhore, whofe lonely race 
Refign the fetting fun to InMan worlds, 7^ 

The royal eagle draws his vigorous young* 
Strong-pounc*d» and ardent with paternal &xt. 
Now fit to raife a kingdom of their own. 
He drives them from his fbrt» the towering feat, 
] or ages, of his empire ; which, in peace, J^ 

Unilain'd he holds, while many a league to fea 
He wings his courfe, and preys in diHant ides. 

Should I my ilcps turn to the rural feat, 
Whofe Ic^y elms, and venerable oaks, 
Invite the rook, who high amid the boughs. 
In early Spring, his airy city builds, 
And ceafelefs caws amufive; there, well-pleas'd, 
I might the various polity furvey 
Of the mixt houihold kind. The careful hen 
Calls all her chirping family around. 
Fed and defended by the fearlefs cock ; 

« The f^rtheft •£ the wcfiern iflands ^f Sca^nrd. 
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aft with ardour flames, as on he walks, 

and crows defiance. In the pond» 

-checkered duck, before her train, 

olous. The ftately-failing fwan 7^5 

hjs ihowy plumage to the gale ; 

ing proud hi^neck, with oary feet 

ard fierce, and guards his ofier-ille, 

of his young. The turkey nigh, 

itning, reddens ; while the peacock (preads 

•colour'd glory to the fan, 781 

I in radiant majeAy along. 

rholc homely fccne, the cooing dove 

: in amorous chace, and wanton rolls 

ing eye, and turns the changeful neck. yB^ 

: thus the gentle tenants of the fhadc 
Bcir purer le^es, the rougher wory 
, below, rufh furious into Harae, 
defire. Thro' all his lufty veins 
deep-fcorch'd, the raging paflion feels. 790 
J fick, and negligent of fcod, 
n, he wades among the yellow broom, 
r his ample fides the rambling (prays 
fhoot ; or thro' the mazy wood 
vanders, nor th' inticing bud 795 

o' it prefles on his carelefi fenfe. 
in jealous madning fancy wrapt, 
the fight ; and, idly-butting, feigns 
gor'd in every knotty trunk. 
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Him (hould he meet, the bellowing war begins : loo 
Their eyes fiafh fury ; to the hollow*d earth. 
Whence the fand flies, they mutter bloody deeds, 
^nd groaning deep, th' impetuous battle mix: 
While the fair heifer, balmy-breathing, near. 
Stands kindling up their rage. The trembling fteed, 
With this hot impulie feiz'd in every nenrc, 8l6 

Nor hears the rein, nor heeds the founding thong; 
Blows are not felt ; but toHing high his hea4» 
And by the well-known joy to diftant plaint 
Attraded Urong, all wild he buriis away; %lO 

O'er rocksy and woods, and craggy mouotaint flkf ^ 
And, neighing, on the aifrial fummit takes 
'^Ih' exciting gale; then* fteep-defcending, detrcs 
The headlong torrents foaming down the hills, 
Even where the madnefs of the ^aiten'd ftrcam 9^ 5 
I'urns in black eddies round : fuch is the force . 
With which his frantic heart and iin^ws fwell. 

Nor undelighted by the boundlefs Spring 
Are the broad monflers of the foaming deep : 
From the deep ooze and gelid cavern roused, %^^^ 
They Hounce and tumble in unwieldy joy. 
Dire were the flrain, and diflbnant, to fing 
The cruel raptures of the favage kind : 
How by this flame their native wrath fublim'd> 
They roam, amid the fury of their heart, 8 ^5 

The far-refpunding wafle in fiercer bands, 
And growl their horrid loves. But this the theme 
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raptnr'd, 'to the British Fair, 

md leads me to the moantain-brow, 

I the fliepherc^on the grafly turf, 83D 

healthful, the defending fan. 

in feeds his many-bleating flock, 

s cadence ; and his fjpordve lambs, 

a&d that convolved, in friMtd glec^ 

cks play. And now the §>rightly race 83 5 

m forth; when fwift, theiignal given, 

away, and fweep the mafTy mound 

around the hill ; the rampart once 

It, in andent barbarous times, 

inited Britain ever bled, 840 

nwd broil : ere yet fhe grew 

epf^taid indiflbluble flate, 

^ahh and Commerce lift their golden .heads ; 

or labours. Liberty and Lanoy 

watch; the wondci* of a world ! 845 

IS this mighfy Breathy ye fages, fay, 
L powerful language, felt not heard, 
ic fowls of heaven ; and thro' their breaft 
of love difiufes ? What, but God ? 
jOD ! who boundlefs Spirit all, 850 

litting Energy, pervades, 
ftains,' and agitates the whole. 
iS works alone ; and yet alone 
:o work : with fuch perfedHon fram'd 
plex ftupendous fche^ne of things. 855 
C s But, 
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But, tho' conceai'd, to every purer eye 
Th' informing Author in his works appears : 
Chief, lovely Spriag, in thee, and thy ibft icenes. 
The Smiling God is fcen; while water, earthi 
And air attcA his bounty ; which exalu 8 

The brute-creation to this finer thought. 
And annual melts their undefigniag hearts 
Profufely thus in tendernefs and joy. 

Still let my ibng a nobler note aiTiime, 
And fmg th' infuiive force of Spring on Man ; 8 
When heaven and earth, as if contending, vye 
To raife his being, and ierene his fouL 
Can he forbear to join the general fmile 
Of Nature ? Can fierce paffions vex his bread. 
While every gale is peace, and every grove i 

Is melody ? Hence ! from the bounteous walks 
Cf flowing Spring, ye fordid fons of earth* 
Hard, and unfeeling of another's woe ; 
Or only laviih to yourfelves i away 1 
But come, ye generous minds, in whoie wide thou[ 
(3f all his works, creative Bounty bums \ 
Witli wai meft beam ; and on your open front 
And liberal eye, fits, from his dark retreat " 
Inviting modeft Want. Nor, till invok'd 
Can reltlefs goodnefs wait ; your aftive fearck I 
liCaves no cold wintry corner unexplor'd ; 
Like filent- working Heaven, furprizing oft 
1 he lonely heart with uaexpedled good.. 
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he roving ipirit of the wind 
ring abroad ; fcr you the teeming clouds 
in gladibme plenty o*er tlie world ; 885 

fun iheds his kindeft rays for you, 
of human race ! In thefe green dayr, 
Sickneis lifts her languid head; 
J afreih ; and young-ey'd Health exalts 
ie Creadon round. Contentment walks S90 
y gladicy and feels an inward blifs 
er his mind, beyond the power of kings 
lafe. Pure ferenity apace 
bought, and contemplation flill. 
degrees the love of Nature works, 895 

ns the bofom ; till at lafl fublim*d 
re, and enthuiiaftic heat, 
the prefent Deity, and tade 
of God to fee a happy world ! 

E are the facred feelings of thy heart, 900 
rt infbrm'd by reafon's purer ray, 
ELTON, the A-iend ! thy paffions thus 
litatipns vary, as at large, 
; theMufe, thro' Hag ley Par ^ thou ftraycft ; 
'ifi Tempe! There along the dale, 905 

►ods o'er-hung, and fiiagg*d with mofly recks, 
on each hand the gufhing waters play, 
'n the rough cafcade white-dafhing fall, 
I in lengthened villa thro' the trees, 
t ileal ; or fit beneath the ihade 9 1 o 
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Of folemn oaks, that taft the fwelling mounts 
Thrown graceful round by Nature's carelefe handy 
And penfive liden to the various voice 
Of rural peace : the herds, the flocks, the birds. 
The hollow- whifpering breeze, the plaint of ^Hls, 
That, purling down amid the twilled roots 916 
Which creep around^ their dewy murmurs (hake 
On the footh*d ear. From thefe ablbadled ok. 
You wander thro' the philolbphic world f 
Where in bright train continual wonders rife, 920 
Or to the curious or the pious eye. 
And oft, conducted by hi^oric trttth, 
You tread the long extent of backward time : 
Planning, with warm benevolence of mind> 
And honeft zeal unwarp'd by party-rage, » g^J 
Britannia's weal ; how from the venal gulph ' 
To raife her virtue, and her arts revive. 
Or, turning thence thy view, thefe graver thoughts 
The Mufes charm : while, with fure tafte-refin'd. 
You draw th' inipiring breath of ancient fong ; 93^ 
Till nobly rifes, emulous, thy own. 
Perhaps thy lov'd Lucinda fhares thy walk. 
With foul to thine attun'd. Then Nature all 
Wears to the lover's eye a look of love ; 
And all the tumult of a guilty world, 93 J 

I'oft by ungenerous paffions, finks away. 
I'he tender heart b animated peace ; 
And a^ it pours its copious treafures forth, 
Jn varied converfe, foftening every theme. 
You, fre(][uent-pattfing, tum> and from her eyes, 94a 
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'Where meekened fenie, and amiable grace, 

^nd lively fweetnefs dwell, enraptured, drink 

That namelefs fpirit of ethereal joy, 

ITnatterable happinefs 1 which love. 

Alone, beitowa, and on zfufvouf^^few, 94$ 

Meantime you gain the height, from whofe fair brow 

The burning profpe^ /preads immeaie around : 

And (hatch*d o'er hill and dale, and wood and lawn. 

And verdant field, and darkening heath between, 

And villages embofom'd foft in trees, 950 

And (piry towns by fuiging columns mark'd 

Of houihcdd imoak, your eye excuriive roams : 

'Wide-ftrctching from the Hdl^ m whofe kind haunt 

l^z^Hoffitabk Gemus lingers (Hll, 

To where the broken landikip, by degrees, 9^^ 

Afcending, roughens int« rigid hills ; 

O'er which the Cambrian mountains, like far clouds 

That ikirt the blue horizon, dufky rife. 

Flush'd by the fpirit of the genial year. 
Now from the virgin's cheek a frefher bloom 960 
Shoots, lefs andlefs, the live carnation round ; 
Her lips blufli deeper fwects ; fhc breathes of youth ; 
The Ihining moiflure fwells into her eyes, 
In brighter flow ; her wifhing bofom heaves. 
With palpitations wild ; kind tumults feize 9^:^ 

Her veins, and all her yielding foul is love. 
From the keen gaze her lover turns away. 
Full of the dear exftatic power, and fick 
With iighing languiihment Ah then, ye fair ! 

X Be 
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Be greatly cautious of your Aiding hearts : 970 

Dare not th*infedioas figh ; the pleading look, 
Down-cnfl, and low, in meek rubmiilion dreft. 
But full of guile, tkt not the fervent tongue. 
Prompt to deceive, with adulation fmooth. 
Gain on your purposed wilL Nor in the bower, 975 
Where woodbinds flaunt, aiid rofes ihed a couch, 
While Evening draws her crimfon curtains round, 
Truil your foft minutes with betraying Man. 

And let th* aipiring youth beware of love, 
Of the fmooth glance beware ; for *tis too late, 986 
When on his heart the torrent-foftnefs pours. 
Then wifdom proftrate lies, and fading fame 
Diflblves in air away ; while the fond foul. 
Wrapt in gay vifions of unreal blifs, 
Still paints th' illufive form ; the kindling grace; 98J 
Th' inticing fmile ; the modeil-feeming eye. 
Beneath whofe beauteous beams, belying heaven, 
Lurk fearchlefs cunning,^ cruelly, and death : 
And ftill, falle-warbling in his cheated ear. 
Her fyrcn voice, enchanting, draws him on 990 
To guileful fhores, and meads of fatal joy. 

Even prefent, in the very lap of love 
Inglorious laid; while mufic flows around. 
Perfumes, and oils, and wine, and wanton hours ; 
Amid the re fes fierce Repentance rears 995 

Her fnaky creft ; a quick-refurning pang 
Shoota thro' the confcious heart; where honour ftill,, 
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jAnd great defign, againfl the oppreiUve load 
Of luxury, by fits, impatient heave. 

But abfenty what fantailic woes, arrous^d, looo 
Hage in each thought, by refUefs mufing fed» 
Chill the warm cheek, and blail the bloom of life ? 
Negledled fortune flies ; and Aiding fwift. 
Prone into ruin, fall his fcorn'd affairs. 
Tis nought but gloom around : The darkened fun 
Lofes his light. The rofy-bofom'd Spring 1006 

To weeping Fancy pines ; and yon bright arch, 
Contrafled, bends into a dufky vault. 
i^ll Nature fades extindi ; and ihe alone 
Heard, felt, and feen, pofleiTes every thought, 1010 
Mis every fenfe, and pants in every vein. 
Books are but formal dulnefs, tedious friends ; 
And fad amid the (bcial band he fits, 
lonely, and unattentive. From his tongue 
. Th' unfiniih'd peiiod falls : while, borne away 1015 
On fwelling thought, his wafted ipirit Rics 
To the vain bofom of his diilant fair ; 
And leaves the femblance of a lover, fix'd 
In melancholy fite, with head declin'd. 
And love-dejedted eyes. Sudden he Harts, 1020 

Shook from his tender trance, and rcfUcfs runs 
To glimmering ihades, and fympathetic glooms ; 
Where the dun umbrage o'er the falling flream. 
Romantic, hangs ; there thro* the penfive dufk 
Strays, in heart-thrilling meditation lofl, 1025 

Indulging all to love : or on the bank 

Throvn, 
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Tjirown, amid drooping lilies, fwdts the breexe 

With fighs onceaiing, and the brook with tears. 

Thus in foft anguifh he confumes the day. 

Nor quits his deep retirement, till ^e Moon lOjo 

Peeps thro* the chambers of the fleecy eaft. 

Enlightened by degrees, and in her train 

Leads on the gentle hoars ; then forth he walks, 

Beneath the trembling languifh of her beam, 

With foftencd foul, and wooes the bird of eve icjj 

To mingle woes with his : or, while the world 

And all the fons of Care lie hufh'd in fleepv 

AiTociates with the midnight fhadows drear; 

And, fighing to the lonely taper, pours 

His idly-tortur*d heart into the page, IC/fi 

Meant for the moving meflenger of love ; 

Where rapture burns on rapture, every line 

With riiing frenzy fir'd. But if on bed 

Delirious flung, fleep from his pillow flies. 

All night he tofles, nor the balmy power 104J 

In any pofture finds ; till the grey mom 

Lifts her pale luftre on the paler wretch. 

Exanimate by love : and then perhaps 

Exhaufted Nature finks a while to reft. 

Still interrupted by diftrafted dreams, I05O 

That o'er the fick imagination rife. 

And in black colours paint the mimic fcene. 

Oft with th' enchantrefs of his foul he talks ; 

Sometimes in crouds diftrefs'd ; or if retir'd 

To fecret-winding flower-enwoven bowers, 1C55 

Far from the dull impertinence of Man» 
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ftashe^ credulous^ his ^ndlefs cares 

gins to lofe in blind oblivious love> 

atch'd fit>m{ier yielded hand, he know9 not how» 

bro' forefts hage» and long nntravel'd heaths 1060 

Itfa deiblation brown, he wanderl( wsSx^ 

. night and tempeft wrapt; or ihrinks aghaflf 

ick, from the bending precipice ; or vuades 

he turbid ftream belo>^> and ilrives to reach 

he farther fhore ; where fucGOtu-lefs, and fad, ic6j 

w with extended arms his aid implores ; 

Qtfhrivcs in vain : borne by th* outrageous flood 

o diilance down, he rides the ridgy wave, 

t whehn'd beneath the boiling eddy finks, 

Ttti 8 B are the charming agonies of love, 1070 
^hok mifoy delights. But thro' the heart 
UHild jealoufy its venom once difFufe, 
^ dien delightful mifery no more, 
It agony onmix'd, inceffimt gall, 
Mtoding every thought, and hlaiBng all 107$ 

>ve's paradife. Ye fairy profpe^s, then, 
• beds of roiet, and ye bowers of joy, 
crewel! Ye gleamings of departed peace, 
line out your lafl ! the yellow-tinging plague 
temal vifion taints, and in a night 1080 

f livid gloom imagination wraps. 
b dien 1 inflead of love-enlivened cheeks, 
f funny features, and of ardent eyes 
^ith flowing rapture bright, dark looks fucceed ; 
(Sos'd,^ and glaring with untender fire ; 1085 

A clouded 



41 SPRING. 

A clouded afpedby and a burning cheek. 
Where the whole poifon^d foul, malignant, fits, 
And frightens love away. Ten thouiand fears 
Invented wild, ten thoufand frantic views 
Of horriJ ..*%:■.: ', hanging on the charms 1090 

For which i^e melts in fondnefs, eat him up 
With fervtr '^'lifli, and confuming rage. 
In vain reproaches lend their idle aid, 
Deceitful priJe, and refolution frail. 
Giving falfe peace a moment. Fancy poun, 109J 
Afrelh, her beauties on his bufy thought, 
tier iirll endearments, twining round the ibuli 
With all the witchcraft of enfnaring love. 
Straight the fierce florm involves his mind anew, IOJ9 
* JFlames thro' the nerves, and boils along the vcini } 
While anxious doubt diflradls the tortur'd heart: 
For even the fad alTurance ©f his f*^ 
Were eafc to what he feels. Thus the warm y<nitli» 
Whom love deludes into his thorny wilds. 
Thro' flowery-tempting paths, or leads a life 1105 
Of fevered rapture, or of cruel care ; 
His brightefl aims extinguifh'd all, and all 
His lively moments running down to wafte. 

But happy they ! the happiefl of their kind! 
Whom gentler ftars unite, and in one fate i * *® 

Their hearts, their fortunes, and their beings blciA 
'Tis not the coarfer tie of human laws, . 
Unnatural oft, and foreign to the mind. 
That binds their peace> but harmony itfelf, 

AttuiJBl 
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ktuning all their pa£ions into love.; 1 1 1 ^ 

lure hiefkiihip fiill-exerts her foftefl power, 

irk€t efteein enlivened by deiire 

lefiable, and fympathy of ibul ; 

hoaght meeting thought, and will preventing will, 

i^ith boundleis confidence : for nought but love 1 1 zo 

'an anfwer love, and render blifs iecure. 

et him, tmgenerous, who> alone intent 

o biefs himfelf, from fordid parents buys 

Tic loathing virgin, in eternal care, 

^ell-merited, confume his nights and days : iiz$ 

ict barbarous nations; whofe inhuman love 

t wild deiire, fierce as the funs they feel ; 

<t eailem tyrants,- from the light of Heaven 

Mode their boibm-flaves, meanly poiTefs'd 

)f ameer, lifelefs, violated form : H30 

^bile tho(e whom love cements in holy faith, 

^nd equal tranfport, free as Nature live, 

^ifiliining fear. What is the world to them, 

ts pomp, its pleafure, and its nonfenfe all ! 

^bo in each other cla(p whatever fair 1 1 3 5 

figh fency forms, and lavifh heatts can wifli ; 

•omething than beauty dearer, Ihould they look 

^on the mind, or mind-illumin'd face; 

^nith, goodnefs, honour, harmony, and love, 

^ richeft bounty of indulgent He aveh. 1 140 

Meantime a finiling offspring rifes round, 

^^d mingles both their graces. By degrees, 

^e human bJofTom blows ; and every day, 

^ftas it rolls along, fhews fome new charm. 

The 
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The fathcr^'s luflrc, and the mother's Uoom. iitf 

Then infant reafbn grows apace, and calls 

For the kind hand of an affidtious. care. 

Delightful ta(k! to rear the tender thought. 

To teach the young idea how to fhoot. 

To pour the frefh inftnuEUon o'er the mind, 115^ 

To breathe th* enb'vening fpirit, and to Bx 

The generous purpofe in the glowing breaft. 

Oh fpeak the joy ! ye, whom the fiidden tear 

Surprizes often, while you look around, 

And nothing flrikes your eye but fights of blifi) nj! 

AH various Nature prefling on the heart : 

An elegant fafficiency, content, 

Retirement, rural quiet, friendfhip, bookl» 

£afe and alternate labour, ufeful life, 

Progreffive virtue, and approving He ateit. life 

Thefe arc the matchlefs joys of virtuous knrc ; 

And thus their moments fly. The Seafbns thos^ \ 

As ceafelefs round a jarring world they roll, | 

Still find them happy ; and confenting Sraiiro 

Sheds her own rofy garland on their heads: n6j 

Till evening comes at laft, ferene and infld; 

When after the long vernal day of life. 

Enamoured more, as more remembrance fwcBs 

With many a proof of recoUedted lOve, 

Together down they fmk in fbcial fleep j U7® 

Together freed, their gentle fpirits fly 

To fcenes where love and bliis immortal reign. 

SUMMER* 
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The Argument. 

T)}€ fuhjeSi frofofed. Invocation. Adirefs to Mr, 
D o D I N G T o N . J^n introduQory refeBion on the metim 
cf the heavenly bodies ; ivbence the fuccej/ion tf tk 
/ea/cns. As the face of Nature in this feafon is «/• 
moft uniform, the progrefs of the poem is a defcriptin 
ofafummer*s day, The dawn. Sun rifing. Hymn 
to the fun. Forenoon, Summer infers defcribtL 
Hay -making. Sheep Jbearing, Noon-day, Ansmi' 
land retreat, Groufe of herds and flocks, AftkwM 
grove : hciv it affeSis a contemplative mind, A rj- 
tara6l, and rudefcene, Fievu of Summer in the tirrld 
%one. Storm of thunder and lightning. A taJe, The 
florm over, a ferene afternoon. Bathing, Hoar rf 
ivalking, Tranjition to the profpe3 of a rich «;«B- 
cultivated country ; ivbich introduces a panegyric M 
Great Britain. Sun-fet, Evening, Ni^ht. 
Summer meteors, A comet, 7be luhok concluSng 
nvith tie praife ofphikfcphy. 
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FROM brightening fields of ether fair discIosM, 
Child of th^ Sun, refulgent Summer comes. 
En pride of youth, and felt thro' Nature's depth : 
He comes attended by the fultry bourtf 
And cver-fenning breezes y -on his way ; 5 

While, horn his ardent look, the turning Spring 
Averts her blufhful face ; and earth, and ikies, 
AU-foEiiling, to his hot dominion leaves. 

Hence, let me hafte into the mid-wood fhade. 
Where ifcarce a fun-beam wanders thro' the gloom; 10 
And on the dark- green grais, befide the brink 
Of haunted ftream, that by the roots of oak 
Rolls o'er the ro^ky channel, lie at large. 
And (ing the glories of the circling year. 

Come, Infpiration! from thy hermit-feat, 15 

By mortal feldom found : may Fancy dare, 
From thy fix'd ferious eye, and raptur'd glance 
Shot on furrounding Heaven, to Ileal one look 
Creative of the Poet, eveiy power 
Exalting to an ecllafy of foul. 20 

And 
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And thou, my youthful Mule's ezAy ftiendy 
In whom the human gncei all uaits : 
Pure light of mind, aud tendenieis of heart ; 
Genius, and wifdom ; the gay ibdal fenie. 
By decency chaftis'd ; goodnefs and wit, a$ 

In ieldom meeting harmony combined; 
Unblcmifh'd honour, and an adive zeal 
For Ba IT A I n's glory. Liberty, and Man : 
O Do DING TON ! attend my rural long. 
Stoop to my theme, infpirit every line, p 

And teach me to deferve thy juft applaeie. . 

, With what an awfiil woild-revolvuig power 
Were firft the unwieldy planets launched along 
Th' illimitable void ! Thus to remain. 
Amid the flux of many thoufand years, JJ 

That oft has fwept the toiling race of Men, 
And all their labourM monuments away. 
Firm, unremitting, matchlefs, in their courfe ; 
To tlie kind-temper'd change of night and day. 
And of the (eafons ever (leafing round, 40 

Minutely faithful: Such th' all-perfect Hand! 
That pois'd, impels, and rules the fteady whole. 

When now no more th'altemate Twins arc fir'd, 
And Cancer reddens with the folar blaze^ 
Short is the doubtful empire of the night ; 
And foon, obfervant of approaching day, 4 J 

Tbe meek-ey*d Mom appears, mother of dewsy 

At 
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At firft faint-gleaming in the dappled eaft : 

Till far o'er ether fpreads the widening glow ; 

And, from before the luAre of her face. 

White break the clouds away. With quickened Hep, 

Brown Night retires : Young Day pours in apace, 5 1 

And opens all the lawny profpedl wide. 

The dripping rock, the mountain's mifly top 

Sw^l on the fight, and brighten with the dawn. 

Blue, thro' the dufk, the fnwaking currents fhine ; 55 

And from the bladed field the fearful hare 

Limps, aukward : while along the forett-glade 

The wild deer trip, and often turning gaze 

At early pafTenger. Mufic awakes 

The native voice of undiflembled joy ; 60 

And thick around the woodland hymns arife. 

Rous'd by the cock, the foon-clad fhepherd leaves 

His mofly cottage, where with Peace he dwells ; 

And from the crouded fold, in order, drives 

His flock, to tafle the verdure of the morn. 65 

Falsely luxurious, will not Man awake ; 
And, fpringingfrom thebed of floth, enjoy 
The cool, the fragrant, and the filent hour. 
To meditation due and facred fong ? 
For is there aught in fleep can charm the wife ? 70 
To lie in dead oblivion, lofing half 
The fleeting moments of too fliort a life ; 
Total extindUon of th' enlightened foul ! 
Or elfe to feverifli vanity alive, 

D Wildcrcd 
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Wildered, and toffing thro' diftemper'd dreams ? 75 
Who would in fuch a gloomy ftate remain 
Longer than Nature craves ; when every ^ufe 
And every blooming pleafure wait without. 
To blefs the wildly-devious morning- walk ? 

But yonder comes the powerful King of Day, 80 
Rejoicing in the eaft. The leflening cloud. 
The kindling azure, and the mountain's brow 
IHurn'd with fluid gold, his near approach 
Betoken glad. Lo ; now, appaient aU, 
A flan t the dew- bright earth, and colour'd air, 8 c 
He looks in boundlefs majefly abroad ; 
And flieds the fhining day, that burnifh'd' plays 
On rocks, and hills, and towers, and wandering fbeams. 
High-gleaming from afar. Prime chearer Light i 
Of all material beings firft, and beft ! 90 

Efflux divine ! Nature's refplendent robe ! 
Without whofe vefling beauty all were wrapt 
In unciTcntial gloom ; and thou, O Sun ! 
Soul of furrounding worlds ! in whom beft feen 
Shines out thy Maker 1 may 1 fing of thee ? 95 

'Tis by thy fecret, flrong, attradive force. 
As with a chain indifToluble bound. 
Thy Syflcm iblls entire : from the far bourne 
Of utmoil Saturn, wheeling wide his round 
Of thirty years ; to Mercury, whofe difk lOO 

Can fcarce be caught by philofophic eye, 
Loft in the near effulgence of thy blaze. 

Informer 
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IhfoRmer ofthe planetary train f 
Without whofe quickeninj^ glance their cumbroas orbs 
Were brute ualovely mafe, inert and dead, 10 J 

And not, as now, the green abodes of life ! 
How many forms of being wait on thee ! 
Inhaling fpirit ; from th' unfettered mind. 
By thee fublim'd, down to the daily race, 
The mixing myriads of thy fctting beam. 11© 

The vegetable woHd in aMb thine, 
Parent of Sea/ons f who the pomp precede 
That waits thy throne, as thro* thy vaft domain. 
Annual, along the bright ecliptic road. 
In world-rejoicing flate, it moves fublime, 1 1 5 

Mean- time th' cxpefting nations, circled gay 
With all the various tribes of foodful earth. 
Implore thy bounty, or fend grateful up 
A common hymn : while, round thy beaming car, 
High-feen, the Seafins lead, in iprightly dance 1 20 
Harmonious knit, the rofy-finger'd Hoursy 
The Zephyrs floating loofe, the timely Rwnsy 
Of bloom ethereal the light-footed Drov/, 
And foftened into joy the furly Storms, 
Thefe, in fuccefEve turn, with laviih hand, i z^ 

Shower every beauty, every fragrance fliower. 
Herbs, flowers, and fruits ; till, kindling at thy touch. 
From land to land is fluih'd the vernal year. 

D a Nor 
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Nor to the furface of enliven'd earth. 
Graceful with hills and dales, and ledy woods, 13a 
Her liberal trefles, is thy force confin'd : 
But, to the bowel'd cavern darting deep. 
The mineral kinds confefs thy mighty power. 
Effulgent, hence the veiny marble fhines; 
Hence Labour draws his tools; hence bumi(h'd War 
Gleams on the day ; the nobler works of Peace 136 
Hence blefs mankind, and generous Commerce binds 
The round of nations in a golden chain. 

The unfruitful rock itfelf, impregn'd by thee. 
In dark retirement forms the lucid ftone. - 140 

The lively Diamond drinks thy pureft rays, 
Collefted light, compact ; that, polifh'd bright 
And all its native luftre let abroad. 
Dares, as it fparkles on the fair one's breaft. 
With vain ambition emulate her eyes. 145 

At thee the Ruby lights its deepening glow. 
And with a waving radiance inward flames. 
From thee the Sapphire, folid ether, takes 
Its hue cerulean; and, of evening tind. 
The purple-flreaming Amethyft is thine. 150 

With thy own fmile the yellow Topaz burns. 
Nor deeper verdure dyes the robe of Spring, 
When firft fhe gives it to the fouthern gale. 
Than the green Emerald fhows. But, all combined. 
Thick ihro' the whitening Opal play thy beams ; 155 
Or, flying feveral from its fiuface, form 

A trembling 
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A trembling variance of revolving hues, 
As the fite varies in the gazer's hand. 

The very dead creation, from thy touch, 
Aflumcs a mimic life. By thee refin'd, i6# 

In brighter mazes the relucent ftream 
Plays o'er the mead. The precipice abrupt, 
ProjeSing horror on the blackened flood, 
Softens at thy return. The delart joys 
Wildly, thro' all his melancholy bounds. 165 

Rude ruins glitter ; and the briny deep. 
Seen from fbme pointed promontory's top, ^ 
Far to the blue horizon's utmoft verge, 
RciUefs, refledb a floating gleam. But this. 
And all the much-tranfported Mufe can fing, 170 
Arie to thy beauty, dignity, and uit. 
Unequal far ; great delegated fburce 
Of light, and life, and grace, and joy below ! 

How fhall I then attempt to fing of Him, 
Who, Light Himself, in uncreated light 175 
Invefted deep, dwells awfully retir'd 
From mortal eye, or angel's purer ken ; 
Whofe fingle fmile has, from the firil of dme, 
Fill'd, overflowing, all thofe lamps of Heaven, 
That beam for ever thro' the boundlefs iky : 180 

But, (houW he hide his face, th' aftonifti'd fun. 
And all th' extinguifti'd ftars, would loofening reel 
Wide from their fpheres, and Chaos come again. 

D 3 Ako 
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And yet was every faulteriog tongue ofMsaHf 
Almighty Father ! filent in thy praife; 185 

Thy Works themfelves would raife a general voice> 
Even in the depth of folitary woods 
By human foot untrod, proclaim thy power. 
And to the quire celeflial Thee refbund, 
Th' eternal caufe^ fupport, and end of alii 190 

To me be Nature's volume broad-dii^lay'd ; 
'And to perufe ks all-inflru^ng page. 
Or, haply catching infpiration thence. 
Some eafy paflage, raptur'd, to tranflate. 
My fde delight; as thro' the falling glooms 195 

Penfive I ftray, or with the ri/lng dawn 
On Fancy's eagle-wing excurfive foar. 

Now, flaming up the heavens, the potent full 
Melts into limpid air the high-rais'd doads. 
And morning fogs, that hovered lound the kUb zoo 
In party-colour'd bands ; till wide imveil'd 
The face of Nature (bines, ffDm where earth f&tmsp 
Far-fb-etqh'd around, to meet the bending {pkcte. 

Half in a blufh of cluftcring rofcs jkift. 
Dew-dropping Co9in€fi to the ihade retires ; jo{ 

There, on the verdant turf, or flowery hei^ 
By gelid founts and carelefs rills to mufes 
While tyrant Hestt diipreading thro' the Iky, 
With rapid fway, his burning influence darts 
On Man, and beafti An4 herb^ and tepid ib^aoL 210 

Wfio 
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Wh# can unpitying fee the flowery race, 
Shed by the morn, their new-flufli'd bloom refign. 
Before the parching beam ? So fade die fair, 
"When fevers revel thro' their azure veins. 
But one, the lofty follower of the fun, 215 

Sad when he fets, (huts up her yellow leaves. 
Drooping all night; and, when he warm returns, 
Points her enamoured boibm to his ray. 

Home, from his morning tafk, the fwain retreats ; 
His flock before him ftepping to the fold : 220 

While the full-udder'd mother lows around 
The chearful cottage, then expelling food. 
The food of innocence, and health ! The daw. 
The rook and magpie, to the grey-grown oaks 
. That the calm village in their verdant arms, 225 

Sheltering, embiace, direct their lazy flight; 
Where on the mingling boughs they fit embower*d, . 
All the hot noon, till cooler hours arife. 
Faint, underneath, the houfhold fowls convene ; 
And, in a comer of the buzzing fhade, 230 

The hoafe-dog, with the vacant greyhound, lies, 
Out-fbi;tch'd, and fleepy. In his (lumbers one 
Attacks the nightly thief, and one exults 
O'er hill and dale ; till, wakened by the wafp, 
They fbrting fnap. Nor ihall the Mufe difdain 235 
To let the litrie noify fummer-race 
Live in her lay, and ffuttei- thro' her fong : 
Not mean tho' Ample ; to the fun ally'd, 
Fioai him they draw their animating fire. 

D 4 Wak'o 
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Wak'd by his warmer ray, the reptile yoaag 240 
Come wing'd abroad; by the light air upborn. 
Lighter, and full of foul. From every chink. 
And fecret corner, where they flept away 
The wintry florms ; or rifing from their tombs, 
l^o higher life ; by myriads, forth at once, 24J 

Swarming they pour j of all the vary'd hues 
Their beauty-beaming parent can difclofc. 
Ten thoufand forms ! ten thoufand different tribei J 
People the blaze. To funny waters fome 
By fatal inftin6l fly ; where on the pool 250 

They, fportive, wheel ; or, failing down the ftrcaaJi 
Are fnatch'd immediate by the quick-ey*d trout, 
Or darting falmon. Thro' the green- wood glade 
Some love to flray ; there lodg'd, amus*d and fedy 
In the frefh leaf. Luxurious, others make 255 

The meads their choice, and vifit every flower, 
And every latent herb: for the fweet tafk. 
To propagate their kinds, and where to wrap, 
Injwhat foft beds, their young yet undifdos'd. 
Employs their tender care. Some to the houie, 260 
The fold, and dairy, hungry, bend their flight ; 
Sip round the pail, or taile the curdling cheefe : 
Oft, inadvertent, from the milky flream 
They meet their fate ; or, weltering in the bow!. 
With powerlefs wings around them wrapt, expire. 265 

But chief to heedlefs flies the window proves 
A conftant death i where, gloomily retired. 

The 
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- The villain fpider lives, cunning, and fierce. 
Mixture abhor'd ! Amid a mangled heap 
Of carcafTes, in eager watch he fits, 27© 

Overlooking all his waving fhares around. 
Near the dire cell the dreadlefs wanderer oft 
Pailes, as oft the ruffian fhows his front; 
The prey at laft enfnar'd, he dreadful darts, 
With rapid glide, along the leaning line ; 275 

And, fixing in the wretch his cruel fangs. 
Strikes backward grimly pleas'd : the fluttering wing. 
And fhriller found declare extreme diibrefs. 
And afk the helping hoipitable hand. 

Resounds the living furface of the ground : 280 
Nor undeUghtful is the ceafelefs hum. 
To him who mufes thro' the woods at noon ; 
Or drowfy fliepherd, as he lies reclin'd. 
With half-fhiit eyes, beneath the floating fliade 
Of willows grey, clofe-crouding o'er the brook. 285 

Gr ADu AL, from thefe what numerous kinds defcend. 
Evading even the microfcopic eye ! 
Full Nature fwarms with life ; one wondrous mafs 
Of animals, or atoms organized. 
Waiting the vital Breathy when Parent -He a v b n 
Shall bid his fpirit blow. The hoary fen, 291 

In pntrid fleams, emits the living cloud 
Of peftilence. Thro' fubterranean cells. 
Where fcarching fun-beams fcarce can find a way, 

D s Earth 
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ILarth animated heaves. The iiowery leaf 295 

Wants not its ibft inhabitants. Secure^ 

Within its winding citadel, the ftone 

Holds multimdes. But chief the forcft-boughs. 

That dance unnuxnber'd tp the playful breeze. 

The ddwny orchard, and the melting pulp 300 

Of mellow fruit, the namelefs nations feed 

Of evanercent infecls. Where the pool 

.Stands mantled o'er with green, invifible, 

j^mid the floating verdure millions fbay. 

Each liquid too, whether it pierces, fooths, 305 

Inflames, refrefhes, or exalts the t^. 

With various forms abounds. Nor is the ibeam 

Of pureft cryflal, nor the lucid air, 

'i'ho' one tranfparent vacancy it feeins» 

\^oid of their unfeen people. Thefe, coQceal'd 3 40 

By the kind art of forming Heaven, eicape 

The grolTer eye of Man : for, if the worlds 

In worlds inclos'd ihould en his fen&s burft. 

From catcs ambroiial, and the ne^lar'd bowl. 

He would abhorrent turn ; and in dead night, 31$ 

When fiknce jleeps o*er ail, be ilun*d with noi/e. 

" Let no prefuming impious railer tax 
Creative Wisdom, as if aught wasform'd 
Ir> vain, or not for admirable ends. 
Shall little haughty ignorance pronounce jap 

His works unwile, of which the fmalleft part / 
Exceeds die naxfow viHonof her mindi 
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As if upon a full proportion'd dome, 

On fwelliog columns heav'd, the pride of art! 

A critic-fly, whofe feeble ray fcarce fpreads 325 

An inch around, with blind prefumption bold. 

Should dare to tax the flradlure of the whole. 

And lives the Man, whoic univerfal eye 

Has fwept at once th' unbounded icheme of things ; 

Mark'd their dependance fo, and firm accord, 330 

As with unfeultering accent to conclude 

That This availedi nought ? Has any feen 

The mighty chain of beings, leflening down 

From Infinite Perfection to the brink 

Of dreary Nothings dcfolat^ abyfs ! 33- 

From which aftooifh'd thought, recoiling, turns? 

TnU then alone let zealous praife afcend, 

And hymns of holy wonder, to that Power, 

Whofc wiidom fhines as lovely on our minds. 

As on our fmilingeyes his fcrvant-fun. 34.0 

Thick in yon llream of light, a thoufend ways. 
Upward, and downward, thwarting, and convolved. 
The quivering nations (port ; till, tempeft-wing'd. 
Fierce Winter fwceps them from the face of day. 
Even fo luxurious Men, unheeding, pafs 345 

An idle fummer life in fortune's (hine, 
A feafon's glitter ! Thus they flutter on 
From toy to toy, from vanity to vice ; 
Till, blown away by death, oblivion comes 
Behind, and ftrikcb them from the book of life. 350 
D 6 Now 
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Now fwarms the village o'er the jovial meadr 
The niflic youth, brown with meridian toil. 
Healthful and llrong ; full as the fummer-rofe 
Blown by prevailing funs, the ruddy maid. 
Half naked, fwelLng on the fight, andaU^ 3>J 

Her kindled graces burning o'er her cheek. 
Even (looping age is here ; and infant-hands 
Trail the long rake, or, with the fragrant load 
Overcharged, amid the kind oppreffionK>lL 
Wide flies the tedded grain ; all in a row 360 

Advancing broad, or wheeling round the field. 
They fpread the breathing harveft to the fun» 
That throws refrefhfiil round a rural fmcll : 
Or, as they rake the green-appearing ground. 
And drive the dulky wave along the mead, 36^ 

The ruflet hay-cock rifes thick behind. 
In order gay. While heard from dale to dale,,* 
Waking the breeze, refounds the blended voice 
Of happy labour, love, and focial glee. 

Or rufhing thence, inonediiFufiveband, 37^ 

Tliey drive the troubled flocks, by many a dog 
Compeird, to where the mazy-running brook 
Forms a deep pool ; this bank abrupt and high,. 
And That fair-fpreading in a pebbled ihore. 
["'rg'd to the giddy brink, much is the toil, 375 

The clamour much, of men, and boys, aid dogs, 
Fre the foft fearful people to the flood 
Commix their woolly fides. And oft the fwain, 

Oa 
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On /bme impatient feizing, hurls them in : 

Embolden'd then, nor hefitating more, ' 380 

Fafty fafty they plunge amid the flafhing ware. 

And panting labour to the farthefl (here. 

Repeated this, till deep the well-wafh'd fleece 

Has drunk the flood, and from his lively haunt 

The trout is banifh'd by the fordid flream ; 385 

Heavy, and dripping, to the breezy brow 

Slow move the harmlefs race : where, as they Q>read 

Their fwelling treafures to the funny ray. 

Inly diftnvb'dy and wondering what this wild 

Outrageous tumult means, their loud complaints 39<» 

The country fill ; and, tofs'd from rock to rock, 

Inceflant bleatings run around the hills. 

Atlafl, of fhowy white, the gathered flocks 

Are in the wattled pen innumerous prefs'd. 

Head above head ; and, rang'd in lufly rows ^ge 

The fhepherds fit, and whet the founding fhears. 

The houfewifc waits to roll her fleecy ftores. 

With all her gay-drefl maids attending round. 

One, chief. In gracious dignity inthron'd^ 

Shines o'er the refl, the pafloral queen, and rays 400 

Her fmiles, fweet-beaming, on her fhejAerd-king ; 

While the glad circle round them yield their fouls 

To fcflive mirth, and wit that knows no gall. 

Meantime, their joyous taflc goes on apace : 

Some mingling flir the mehed tar, and feme, 40c 

Deep on the new-fhom vagrant's heaving fide. 

To ftamp his mafler's cypher ready fland ; 

Others 
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Others the unwilling wether drag along ; 

And, glorying in his might, the jfturdy boy 

Holds by the twifted horns th' indignant ram. 410 

Behold wliere bound, and of its robe bereft. 

By needy Man, that all-depending lord. 

How meek, how patient, the mild creature lies ! 

What foftnels in its melancholy face. 

What dumb complaining innocence appears ! 41 5 

Fear not, ye gentle tribes, 'tis not the knife 

Of horrid (laughter that is o'er you wav'd ; 

No, 'tis the tender fwain's well-guided (hears. 

Who having now, to pay hk annual Que, 

Borrowed your fleece, to you 9 cumbrous load* 420 

Will fend you bounding to your hilk again. 

A fimple fcene ! yet hence Britannia fees 
Her fblid grandeur riie : hence ihe commands . 
Th' exalted ilores of every brighter dime. 
The treafures of the Sun without his rage : 425 

Hence, fervent all, with culture, toil, and arts. 
Wide glows her land : her dreadful thunder hence 
Rides o'er the waves fublime, and now, even nowj^ 
Impending hangs o'er Gallia's humbled co^ ; 
Hence rules the circling deep, and awes the world. 430 

'Tis raging Noon; and, vertical, the SuQ 
Darts on the head dire^ his forceful rays. 
O'er heaven and earth, far as the ranging iye 
Can fweep, a dazling deluge reigns ; and all 

I From 
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From pole to pole is imdiftinguifli'd blaze.* ' ^ 435 

In vain the fight» deje^bd to the gtouodp 

Stoops for relief; thence hot afceodtng fieams 

And keen reflection pain. Dctp to the root 

Of vegetation parched, the cleaving fields 

And flippery la^n an arid hue difclofe, ^j^ 

Blaft Fancy's blooms, and wither even the Soul. 

Echo no more returns the chearful ibund 

Of iharpening fcythe : the mower finking heaps 

0*er him the humid hay, with flowers perfumed; 

And fcarce a chirping grafs-hopper is heard jl±c 

Thro* the dumb mead. Diftreisful Nature pants. 

The very ftreams look languid from.afar ; 

Or, thro' th'oQ&elter'd glade, impatieftt^ fe^m 

To hurlinto the covert of the grove. 

•All-Cokqueriko Heat,^ oh intejmit thy wrath! 
And on my throbbing temples potent thus * 415 1 
Beam not fo fierce \ IncefTant Hill you flow. 
And ftiU another fervent flood fucceeds, 
Pour'd on the head profufc. In vain I figb. 
And refUefs turn, and look around for Night ; 455 
Night is fsLX o^» ^^ tiotter hours approach. 
Thrice happy he I who on the funleis fide 
Of a romantic mountain, forell- crown 'd. 
Beneath the whole collected ihade reclines : 
Or in the gelid caverns, woodbine-wrought, 460 
And frelh bedew'd with ever-fpouting ilreams, 
•Sits coolly calm ; while all the world without, 

Unfatisfied, 
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Udadsfiedy and fidr, to^ in noon. 

Emblem inftraAiTe of the virtaons Man, 

Who keeps his tempered mind ierene, and pure, 465 

And every paffion aptly haimonizM, 

Amid a jarring woAd with vice inflam'd. 

Welcome, ye (hades ! ye bowery thickets^ hail ! 
Ye lofty pines ! ye venerable oaks S 
Ye afhes wild, reibunding o*er the fteep ! 470 

Delicious is your ihelter to the ibul. 
As to the hunted hart the (allying fpring. 
Or ibeam full-flowing, that his (welling fides 
Laves, as he floats along the herbag'd brink. 
Cool, thro' the nerves, your pleafing comfort glides ; 
The heart beats glad ; the fre(h-expandcd eye 476 
And ear refume their watch ; the finews knit ; 
And life (hoots fwift thro' all the lightened limbs. 

Around th' adjoining brook, that purls along 
The vocal grove, now fretting o'er a rock, 480 

Now (carcely moving thro' a reedy pool, 
Now (larting to a fudden dream, and now 
Gently diiFus'd into a limpid plain ; 
A various groupe the herds and flocks compo(e. 
Rural confufion! On the gra(ry bank 4S5 

Some ruminating lie ; while others (bnd 
Half in the flood, and often bending fip 
The circling furface. In the middle droops 
The ftrong laborious ox, of honeft front, 

- Which 
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Which incompos'dhe (hakes ; and from his fides 490 
The troublous Infe^ lafhes with his tail. 
Returning ftill. Amid his fubjeds fafe. 
Slumbers the monarch-fwain ; his carelefs arm 
Thrown round his head, on downy mofs fuflain'd ; 
Here laid his fcrip, with wholefome viands fill'd ; 49^5 
There, liftening every noife, his watchful dog. 

Light fly his flumbers, if perchance a flight 
Of angry gad-flies fallen on the herd ; 
That ftartling fcatters from the fhallow brook. 
In fearch of laviih flream. Tofling the foam, 50^ 
They fcom the keeper's voice, and fcour the plain. 
Thro' all the bright feverity of noon ; 
While, from their labouring breads, a hollow moan 
Proceeding, runs low- bellowing round the hills. 

Oft in diis ieafon too the horfe, provok'd, 505 
While his big finews full of (pirits fwell, 
Trembling with vigour, in the heat of blood, 
Springs the high fence ; and, o'er the field efFus'd, 
Darts on the gloomy flood, with ftedfaft eye. 
And heart eftranged to fear : his nervous cheil, 510 
Luxuriant, and ered, the ieat of fb-ength I 
Bears down th' oppoiing flream : quenchlefs his thufk ; 
He takes the river at redoubled draughts ; 
And with wide noflrils, fnorting, fkims the wave. 

Still let me pierce into the midnight depth 515 
Of yonder grove, of wildcft largeft growth : 

That, 
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That, forming high in air a woodland qmrCf 
Nods o'er the mount beneath. At every ftep. 
Solemn, and flow, the ihadows blacker fall. 
And all is awful lillening gloom around. 5 jo 

These are the haunts of Meditation, thefe 
The fcenes where ancient bards th*inlpiring breath, 
Extatic, felt; and, from this world rctjr'd,^ 
Convers'd with angels, and immortal forms. 
On gracious errands bent : to (ave the fall 525 

Of virtue itruggling on the brink of vice ; 
In waking whifpers, and repeated dreams. 
To hint pure thought, and warn the favoured foul 
For future trials fated to prepare ; 
To prompt the poet, who devoted gives 530 

His mufe to better themes ; to foothc the pangs 
Of dying worth, and from the patriot's breaft,, 
(Backward to mingle in detefted war, 
But for^mofi when engaged) to turn tl^ deadi; 
And numberlefs fuch offices of love, 53^ 

Paily« and nightly, zealous to perform.. 

Shook fudden from the boibmof the lky» 
A thoufand ihapes or glide athwart the duik. 
Or Halk m^jeHic on. Deep-rous'd, I f(pel 
A facred terror, a fevere delight, 54^0 

Creep thro' my mortal frame ; and thu9, methinks, 
A voice, than human more, th' abflraded ear 
Of fancy fbikes. *« JBc not of us afraid, 

. « Poor 
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'* Poor kindred Man ! thy fellow-creatures, we 544 

•* From the iame.PARSKT-PowER our beings dreiv, 

** The iame our Lord, and laws, and great purfuit* 

** Once fome of us, like thee, thro* llormy life, 

" Toil'd, tempeil-beaten, ere we could attain 

** This holy calm, this harmony of mind, 

** Where purity and peace imming^le charms. 55b 

** Then fear not us ; but with reiponfive ibng, 

** Amid thefe dim receiTes, undiflurb'd 

** By noify folly and discordant vice, 

•* Of Nature fing with us, and Nature's God. 

•* Here frequent, at the vifionary hour, 555 

•• When mufing midnight reigns or filentnoon, 

•* Angelic harps are in full concert heard, 

«* And voices chaunting from the wood-crown'd hill, 

** The deepening dale, or inmofl: fylvan glade : 

•* A privilege beftow'd by ua, alone, 560 

** On Contemplation, or the hallow'd ear 

•* Of^oet, fwclling to feraphic flrain." 

And art thou, * St aw ley, of that facredband? 
Alas, for u« too ibon ! Tho' rais'd above 
The reach of human pain, above the flight 565 

Of human joy ; yet, with a mingled ray 
Of iadly pkas'd remembrance, mufl thou feel 
A mother's love, a mother's tender woe : 
Who feeks thee fUll, in many a former fcene ; 

.• A young lady, well known to the author, who died at th« 
^e of dghteeo^ in the jfnr i73t« 

Seeks 



68 SUMMER. 

Seeks thy fair form, thy lovely- beaming eyes, 570 

Thy pleaiing converfe, by gay lively fenfe 

In(pir'd : where moral wiiclom mildly fhone. 

Without the toil of art 5 and virtue glow*d. 

In all her fmiles, without forbidding pride. 

But, O thou beft of parents ! wipe thy tears ; 575 

Or rather to Parental Nature pay 

The tears of grateful joy, who for a while 

Lent thee this younger felf, this opening bloom 

Of thy enlightened mind and gentle worth* 

Believe the Mufe : the wintry blaft of death 580 

Kills not the buds of virtue j no, they fpread. 

Beneath the heavenly beam of brighter funs. 

Thro' endlefs ages, into higher powers. 

Thus up the mount, in airy vifion rapt, 
I ftray, regardlefs whither ; till the ibund 585 

Of a near fall of water every fenfe 
Wakes from the charm of thought : fwift-fhrinkingback| 
I check my fleps, and view the broken fcene. 

Smooth to the (helving brink a copious flood 
Kolls fair, and placid; where collected all, 590 

In one impetuous torrent, down the lleep 
It thundering fhoiots, and fhakes the country roond. 
At firfl, an azure (heet, it rufhes broad ; 
Then whitening by degrees, as prone it fells^ 
And from the loud-refounding rocks below 59$ 

Daih'd in a cloud of foam, it fends aloft 

Ahoary 
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A hoary mift, and forms a ceafelefs fhower. 

Nor can the tortur'd wave here find repofe : 

But, raging ftill amid the fhaggy rocks. 

Now flaflics o'er the fcatter'd fragments, now 600 

Aflant the hollowed channel rapid darts ; 

And falling faft from gradual flope to flope, 

With wild infradted courfe, and leflcned roar, 

It gains a fafer bed, andfleals, atlaA, 

Along the mazes of the quiet vale. 60$ 

Invited from the cliiF, to whofe dark brow 
He clings, the Aeep-afcending eagle ibars. 
With upward pinions thro' the flood of day ; 
And, giving full his bofbm to the blaze. 
Gains on the fun ; while all the tuneful race, 610 
Smit by affliftive noon, diforder'd droop, 
Deep in the thicket ; or, from bower to bower 
Reiponiive, force an interrupted ihain. 
The ftock-dove only thro' the foreft cooes. 
Mournfully hoarfe ; oft ceafmg from his plaint, 615 
Short intervjd of weary woe 1 again 
The iad idea of his murder'd mate. 
Struck from his fide by favage -fowler's guile, 
Acrofs his fancy comes ; and then refounds 
A louder fong of fbrrow thro' the grove. 620 

Be SID E die dewy border let me fit. 
All in the frefhnefs of the humid air; 
There in that hollowed rock, grotefque and wild. 
An ample chair mofs-lin'd, a^d over head 

By 
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By flowering umbrage fhaded ; where the bee 625 
Strays diligent, and with th' extracted balm 
Of fragrant wood-bine loads his litdc thigh. 

Now, while f tafte the fweetne'fs of the (hade. 
While Nature lies around de^ lull'd in Noon, 
Now come, bold Fancy, fpread a daring flight, 630 
And view the wonders of the torrid Zone : 
Climes unrelenting ! with whofe rage compared. 
Yon blaze is feeble, and yon fkies are cool. 

Se E, how at once the bright-eiFulgent fun, 
Rifing direftj fwift chafes from the (ky 635 

The fhort-liv'd twilight ; and with ardent blaze 
Looks gayly fierce o'er all the dazzling air : 
He mounts his throne ; but kind before him fends, 
IfTuing from out the portals of the morn. 
The * general Breeze, to mitigate his fire, 640 

And breathe refrcfhment on a fainting world. 
Great are the fcenes, with dreadful beauty crown'd 
And barbarous wealth, that fee, each circling year, 
Returnifigfutis and f double feofons pais : 
Rocks rich in gems, and mountains big with mines,645 
That on the high equator ridgy rife, 

* "Which blows conftantly between the tropics from the eaft, 
or the collatr^ralpoinis, the north-eaft and fouth-eaft : caufed by 
the preflure cf the rarefied air on that before it, according to the 
diurnal motion of the fun from eaft to weft, 

•j- In all clinr.ates between the tropics, the fun, ashepaflea 
and jrepaiTcs in his annual motion, ia twice a-ycar vertical, which 
{>roduc£S this etfe^l* 

Whence 
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Whence many a burfting fbe^m auriferous plays : 

Majeftic woods, of every vigorous green. 

Stage above ftagc, high waving o'er the hills ; 

Or to the far hoiizon wide diiFus'd, 650 

A boundlefs deep immenfity of Ihade. 

Here lofty trees, to ancient fong unknown. 

The noble fons of potent heat and floods 

Prone rufhing from the clouds, rear high to Heaven 

Their thorny ftems, and broad around them throw 65 c 

Meridian gloom, ficre, in eternal prime, 

Unnumber'd fruits, of keen delicious talle 

And vital fpirit, drink amid the cliffs. 

And burning fands that bank the Ihrubby -vales. 

Redoubled day, yet in their rugged coats 660 

A friendly juice to cool its rage contain. 

Bear me, Pomona! to thy citron groves ; 
To where the lemon and the piercing lime. 
With the deep orange, glowing ihro' the green. 
Their lighter glories blend. Lay me reclin'd 665 
Beneath the fpreading tamarind that fliakes, 
. Fann'd by the breeze, its fever-cooling fruit. 
Deep in the night the maffy locuft fhcds, 
Quench <ny not limbs ; or lead me thro' the maze, 
Embowering endlefi, of the Indian fig; 676 

Or thrown at gayer enfe, on fome fair brow, 
I/Ct me behold, by breezy mQrmurs cool'd. 
Broad o'er my head the vci dant cedav wave. 
And high palmetos lift their graceful fliade. 

O Jdretch'd 
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O ftretch*d amid thefe orchards of the fun, 6 75 

Give me to drain the cocoa's milky bowl. 

And from the palm to draw its frelhening wine ! 

More bounteous far than all the frantic juice 

Wkich Bacchus pours. Nor, on its /lender twigs 

Low-bending, be the full pomegranate fcorn'd ; 68» 

Nor, creeping thro' the woods, the gelid l-ace 

Of berries. Oft in humble ftation dwells 

Unboaftful worth, above failidious pomp. 

Witnefs, thou beft A nana, thou the pride 

Of vegetable life, beyond whatever 685 

The poets imaged in the golden age : 

Quick let me ftrip thee of thy tufty coat, 

Spread thy ambrofial ftores, and feafl with Jove f 

From thefe the profpefl varies. Plains immenfc 
Lie ftretch'd below, interminable meads, 69* 

And vaft iavannahs, where the wandering eye, 
Unfixt, is in a verdant ocean lofl". 
Another Flora there, of bolder hues. 
And richer fweets, beyond our garden's pride, 
Plays o'er the fields, and ihowers with fudden hand 
Exuberant fpring : for oft thefe valleys fhift 696 

Their green-embroider'd robe to fiery brown. 
And fwift to green again, as fcorching funs. 
Or ftreaming dews and torrent rains, prevail. 

Along thefe lonely regions, where retir'd, 7C0 
From little fcenes of art, great Nature dwells 

In 
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Tn awful ielitade, and nought is feea 

But the wild herds that own no mailer's RbO, 

Prodigious rivers toU their fatning ieas : 

On whofe luxuriant herbage, half-conccai'd, 705' 

Like a fallen cedar, far diffused his tnan, 

Cas'd in green fcales, the crocodile extends. 

Tlie flood difparts ; behold! in plaited mail, 

* Behemoth rears his bead. Glanc'd from his £de> 

The darted fkel in idle fhivere flies : 710 

He fearlefs walks the plain, or feeks ihe hills-; 

Where, as he crops his varied fere, the herds. 

In widening circle round, forget their food. 

And at the harmlefs fbanger wondering gaze. 

Peaceful, beneath primeval trees, that caft 715 
Their ample fliade o*ef Niger*s yellow ftr^aro. 
And where the Ganges rolJs his facred wave^ 
Gr mid the central depth of blackening woods, 
High-rais'd in iblemn theater around. 
Leans the huge elephant : wifeft of brutes ! 720 

O truly wife ! with gentle might endowM, 
Tho' powerful, not deftru£live ! Here he fees 
Revolving ages fweep the changefulearth. 
And emjares rife and fall; regardlefs he 
Of what the never- refling race of Men 725 

Prqjedl : thrice happy ! could he fcape their guile, 
Who niine, from auel avarice, his fteps ; 
Or with his towery grandeur fwell their ftate, 
• The Hippopotamus, or river-horfc. 
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The pride of kings ! or elfe his ftrcngth pervert, 
And bid lam rage amid the mortal fray, 730 

Aftoniih'd at the madaefs of mankind; 

Wide o\r the winding uml?rage of the floods, 
liike vivid blo^bms glowing from afar, 
Thick-fwarm'lhe blighter birds. For Nature's hand. 
That with a fportive vanity has deok'd 735 

7he plumy nations, there her gayefl hues 
Profufely pours. * But, if fhe bids them Aine, 
Array'd in all the beauteous beams of day, 
Yet frugal dill, (he humbles them in fong. 

or envy we the gaudy roi3es tjiey lent 740 

Proud MonUxuma^ realm, whofe legions call 
A bou^dlefs radiance waving on the fun. 
While Philomel is ours ; while in our fhades* 
,Thro' the foft filence of the listening night. 
The fober-fuited fonglLrefs trills her lay, 745 
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But come,^ my Mufe^ the deik-t-barrier burA, 
A wild expanfe of lifekfs fand and &y : 
And, fwifter than the toiling caravan, 
Shoot o'er the vale of Semutr ; ardent climb 
The Mi^/a» mountains, and thiefecret bounds 75^0 
Of jealous Ahyffinia boldly pierce. 
Thou art no rufian, who beneath the mafk 

• In ;dl the regions of the torrid zone, the birds, tho* more 
l>eautiful in thdr pUusufe^ are obicrved to he kfs melodious 
ihaa QUO. 

Of 
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Of focial commerce com'fl to rob their ^ca}th ; 
No holy Fury thou, blaipheAingHEAiT^ENy 
With confecrated Heel to ftab their peace* 755 

And thr6' the land, yet ried-frQm civil wpuftdsy 
To fpread the, purple Qrranny o(Romf. 
Thou, likq the hgrmlei$ bee, may'il freely.r^ng^ 
From m^d to mead bnght vyith ex.^d fiqyvcn. 
From jafmine grove to grove, n^y'H wander g^y> y6^ 
Thro* palmy fiiades and aro^i^tic woods. 
That grace, the plains, invjs^ tljie p^pl^d hills. 
And up the n^ore than Alpine -niountains wave. 
There on thp breezy fummit, fjpreading fair, . 
For many a league ; or o^ ftupendous rocks, 865 
That from the fqn-redoubling valley Kft, ' 
"Cool to thQ ^uddle air, their layvny tops ; 
Where palaces, and fanes, and villas rife ; 
And gardens fmjle around, an4 cultured fields ; 
And fpuntains guih ; and carelefs herds and flocks 770 
Secureljr fliay ; a world within itfelf, 
Bifdaining all a/Fault : there let me draw 
Ethereal foul, there drink reviving gales, 
Profufely breathing from the Cpicy groves. 
And vales of fragrance ; there at diftance hear 775 
The roaring floods, and cata^dls, that fvveep 
From difembowel'd earth the virgin gold ; 
And o'er the varied land&ip, reftlefs, rove. 
Fervent with life of every fairer kind : 
A land of wonders ! which the fun flill eyes 780 
£ z ' With 
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With ray dire6i, as of the lovely realm 
Inamour'd, and deb'ghting there to dwell. 

How chang'd the (bene ! In blazing height of noon. 
The fun, opprcfs'd, is plung*d in thickeft gloom. 
Still Honor reigns, a dreary twilight round, 785 

Of fhiiggling night and day malignant mix'd. 
I^or to the hot equator croading faft, 
Where, highly rarefy'd, the yielding air 
Admits t^eir ftream, inceflant vapours roll, - 
Amazing clouds on clouds continual heap'd ; 790 
Or whirl'd tempeiluous by the gufty wind. 
Or iilent borne along, heavy, and flow. 
With the bigftores of fteaming oceans charged. 
Meantime, amid thefe upper (eas, condensed 
Around the cold aerial mountain'^ brow, 795 

And by confli^ng winds together dafh'd. 
The Thunder holds his black tremendous throne : 
From cloud to cloud die rending Lightnings rage; 
Till, in the fiulous elemental war 
Di/rolv*d, this whole precipitated mafs Boo 

Unbroken floods and folid torrents pours« 

TiiE treafures thefe, fiid from the bounded iearcli 
Of ancient knowledge ; whence, with annual pomp. 
Rich king of iloods ! o'erflows the dwelling Nile. 
From his two fprings, in Gojamh iknny realm^ 805 
Pure-welling out^ he thro' the ludd lake 
P/ fair Dsmiea loUs Ids infant-ftream. 

There, 
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There, by the Naiads nurs'd, he fports away 

His playful youth, amid the fragrant ifles, . 

That with unfading verdure (mile around* SlO 

Ambitious, thence the manly river breaks ; 

And gathering many a flood, and copious £cd 

With all the mellowed treafures of the fky, 

Winds in progreffive majefty along : 

Thro* {plendid kingdoms now devolves his maze^ 8lf 

Now wanders wild o'er fblitary tradts 

Of life-deferted fand ;. till, glad to quit 

The joylefs deiart, down the Nubian rocks ' 

From thundering deep to fteep, he pours his um» 

And Egypt joys beneath the fpreading wave* 820 

His brother Niger too, and all the floods? 
In which the fuU-form'd maids of Jfric lave 
Their jetty limbs ; and all that from the tra^ 
Of woody mountains ilretch'd thro' gorgeous Ind 
Fall on Cormandets coail» or Malabar i^ 825 

From * Menamh orient ftream, that nightly fliines 
With Infedl-lamps, to wheiie Aurora (heds 
On Indus" fmiling banks the rofy ihower : — 
All, at this bounteous feaibn, ope their ums» 
And pour untoiling harveft o'er the land* 830 

I^OR lefs thy world, Colitmbus, drinks, nefrefE'd, 
The lavifh moifture of the melting year. 

* The river that runs thxo^ Siamy on whofe banks a vaff 
multitude of thofe inlc^ called Ftre-fin make a beautiiiil ap- 
^araAce in the night. 

E 3 Wide 
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V^Widc o'er his illes, the branding Oronoque 
Rolls a brown deluge i and the native drives 
Tb dwell aloft On life-fufficmg trees, 83 j 

At once his dome, his rbbe, his food, and arms. 
Sweird by a thou/and ftreams, iinpetuous hurPd 
^ From all the roaring An^es^ huge^efcends 
V' The mighty ♦ Orellana. Scah:e the Mufe 

Dares ftretch her wing o'er this enormous mafs 840 
Of rufliing water ; fcarce flie dares atteinpt 
VThe fea-Kke Flat a ; to whofc dread expanfe, 
Continuous depth, and wondrous length of courfe, 
Our -floods are rills. With lihabated fdrce, * 
In filent dignity they fweep aloftg, 845 

And traverfe realms unknown, and blooming wilds,. 
And fruitful departs, worlds of folitude. 
Where tlife fiin fmiles arid feafbns teem in vain, 
Unfeen, and urierijoyed. FbHaking thefe, 
O'er peopled plains they fair-diffulive flow, 850 

And many a nation feed, and circle iafe," 
In their loft bofbm, miny a happy ille ; 
The feat of btamclers Pan, yet undShirb'd; 
By chriflian crimes and Europ^^ cruel fbns. 
Thus pouring on they pit>udly feck the deep, S55: 
Whofe vanqtiifli'd tide, recoillhg from the fhbck. 
Yields to this liquid weight of half the globe ; 
And Ocean trembles for his green doniain. 

* The. river of the Amtiooi. 

But 
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But what avails this wondrous wade of wealth? 
This gay profufion of luxurious blifs ? . 86<> 

This pomp of Nature ? what their balmy meads. 
Their powerful herbs, and Ceres void of pain ? 
By vagrant birds difpers'd, and wafdng winds, 
What their unpknted fruits ? What the cool dtaughts, 
Th* ambrofial food, rich gums, and fpicy health, 865 
Their forefts yield? Their toiJMng irtfcfts wtat. 
Their filky pride, and v«gcltable robes ? 
Ah ! what avail their fatal treafures, hid 
D^p in the bowels of Che pitying earthy 

r/Uo/conda^s gems, andfiul Potefi's mines ; 85^ 

W here dwelt the gcfntleft children of the fun ? 
What all that y^w's golden rivers roll. 
Her odorous woods, and fhining ivory (lores ? 
Ill-fated race ! the foftening arts of Peace, 
Whatever the humanizing Mufes teach ; / 875 

The godlike wifdom of the temperM bfeaft ; 

' Progreffive truth, the patient forc6 ciftiiought; 
Inveiligation calm, whoie iilent powers 
Command theworld; theLiCHT that leads to He aven^^ 
Kind equal rule, the government of laws, 88a 

And all-prote£ting Freedom, which alone 
Suilains the name and dignity of Man : 
Thefe are not theirs. The parent-fun himielf 
Seems o'er this world of Haves to tyrannize ; 
And, with oppreflivc ray, the rofeat bloom 88 j 

Of beauty blalling, gives the gloomy hue. 
And feature grofs: or worfe, to ruthlef? deeds^ 

E 4, Mad. 
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Madjealoufy, blind rage, and fell revenge. 

Their fervid fpirit fires. Love dwells nut thetCy 

The foft regards, the tendemefs of life, 890 

The hearl-ftied tear, th' ineffable delight 

Of fweet humanity : thefe court the beam 

Of milder climes ; in felfifli fierce defire. 

And the wild fury of voluptuous ienfe, 

There loft. The very brute-creation there 895 

This rage partakes^ and bums with horrid fire* 

Lo f the green ferpent, from his dark abode^ 
Which even Imagination fears to tread, 
At noon forth-iffuing, gathers up his train 
Jn orbs immenfe, then, darting out anew, pco 

Seeks the refreihing fount ; by which diffused, 
He throws his folds : and while, withthreatning tongue^ 
And deathful jaws ereA, the moniler curls 
His flaming creft^ all other thirfl,. appalled,. 
Or ihivering flies, or check'd at diflance (lands, 905 
Nor dares approach. But flill more direful he. 
The iinall dofe-lurking miniiler of fate, 
Whofe high-conco£led venom thro' the veins 
A rapid lightning darts, arrefling iwift 
The vital current. Form*d to humble Man, 910 
This child of vengeful Nature 1 There, fublim'd 
To fearlefs lufl of blood, the favage race 
Roam, licensM by the (hading hour of guilty 
And foul mifdeed, wheo the pure day has (hut 
His (acred eye. The tygcr darting fierce 9*5 

Impetuous 
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Impetuous on the prey his glance has dpom'd : 

The lively-ihining leopard* fpeckled o'er 

With many a ipot, the beauty of the waftc;. 

And, fcorning all the taming arts of Man^^ 

The keen hyena, felleft of the fell. ^aa 

Thefe, rufhing from th' iohoipitable woods- 

Of Mauritania, or the tufted ifles,- 

That verdant rife amid the Lyhian wild,- 

Innumerous glare around their ihaggy king,. 

Majeftic, ilalking o*er the printed iand;. 925 

Andy with imperious and repeated roars. 

Demand their fated food* The fearful flockf 

Croud near the guardian fwain ; the nobler herds^ 

Where round their lordly bull, in rural eafe. 

They ruminating lie, with horror hear ^"^^i^ 

The coming rage.. Th^ awakened village il^rts ^ 

And to her fluttering breaft the mother flrains 

Her thoughdefs infant. From the Pjraiii den. 

Or item Morocco*^ tyrant fang efcap'd. 

The wretch half-wifhes for his bonds again : 93$ 

While, uproar all, thewildeme&refound^». 

From Mas eadward to the frighted M/^. 

Unhappy he ! who from the firft ofjoys,. 
Society, cut oft is left alone 

Amid this world of death. Day after day^ie 940^ 

Sad on the jutting eminence he fits. 
And views the main that ever toils below ;•• 
SiilL fondly farming in the fartheft verge, 

E s Whej3& 
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In* wild amazement fix'd the failw Hands. 

Art is too flow : By rapid fate opprefs'd, 

His broad-wing'd veflel drinks the whelming tide^ 

Hid in the bofom of the black abyfs. 

With fuch mad iea& the daiing • Qama fought, lOOQ* 

For many a day, and many a dreadful, night,. 

Inceflant^ laboring ronnd tktjiormy Cape ; 

By bold ambition led, and bolder third 

Of gold. . For then from ancient gloom emerg'd 

Xhe rifing worfd of trade :. xhtGeni«s^ then, icoj- 

OTnavigation, that, in hopelefs floth. 

Had flumber'd oa the vaft Atlantic deep, 

For idle ages» ftarting, heard at laft^ 

Thef LusitaniakPrince; who,JH[EA'V'N*in/pir'd>. 

To love of uieful glory rous'd mankind, i o i o 

And ia^ unbounded Commerce mij&'d. the. world. 

In en E A s I N G flill the terrors of diefe ftorms. 
His jaws horrific arm 'd with threefold-fate, 
Here dwells the direful (hark. Lur'd by the ftent 
Orfteaming crouds, of rank difeafe, and death, 1014^ 
Behold ! he juihing cuts the briny flood. 
Swift as the gale caiv bear the fhip along; 
And, from the partners of that cruel trade,. 
^Which fpoils unhappy Gxr/W^of Uerfons,. 

* Vasco dfGama, the fir ft who failed round ^^/Vtf, by 
^ti^Caf^-e/Gtcd-Hope, to the Eajhladw. 

f Don Henry, third fon to ytf^n the firft, king of P^'-rtr- 
gal. His ftrong genius to the difcovery of new countries was the 
fOMcftBUice^orail the modern improyemeats in navigation,. 

Demand^:, 
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Semandshis ihare of prey ; demands themfetves. 1020 
The ftormy fates defcend : one death involves 
Tyrants and flaves ; when ftrait^ their mangled limbj. 
Ciafhing at once, he dyes the purple feas 
With gore, and riots in the vengeful meal. 

When G*«r this world, hy equiho£Uial fains W^j 
Flooded immenfe, looks out the pylefs fun. 
And draws the copious fleam : from fwampy fens,. 
Where putrefaflion into life ferments. 
And breathes deflru^ve myriads ; or from woods. 
Impenetrable ^des, recefles fouly I030r 

In vapours rank and blue corruption wrapt, 
Whofc gloomy horrors yet no deiperate foot 
ifercverdar'd to pierce; then, waftefd, forth 
Walks the dire Ponvir of pefUlent'difeafe. 
A thoufand hideous fiends her courfe attend, 103$ 
Sick Nature blafling, and to heartlefs woe^ 
And feeble defolation, cafHng down 
The towering hopes and all the pride of Man* 
I Such as, of late, at Carthagena quenchJd 
The JB Rj T I SH fire. You, gallant V f rnon, faw 1 oj^ 
The miferable fcene; you, pitying,, faw 
To infant- weaknefs funk the warrior's arm ; 
Saw the deep-racking pang, the ghafUy form. 
The lip pale-quivering, and the beamlefs eye 
No more with ardour bright : you heard the groans^ . 
Qf agonizing fhips, from fhore to ihore ; 1 046' 

Heaxdi. 
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Heard, nightly plung'd amid the fallen waves. 

The freqeent cor(e ; while on each other fix'd, 

Ikk fad prefage, the blank afliilants feem'd. 

Silent, toafk, whom Fate would next demand. 105 a' 

What need I mention thofe inclement flues, 
Where, frequent o-^r the fickening city. Plague, 
The fierceft child of Ne m e s i s divine, 
Deicende? * Frem £fi&w>^iVs poifbned woods. 
From ftiiled CatWa filth, and fetid fields 1055 

With locmfl-fumies putrcfymg heip'd. 
This great deftroyer fprung. Her awful rage 
The brutes eicape: Man is her deiHn'd prey. 
Intemperate Man ! and, o'er his guilty domes. 
She draws a dofe incumbent ck>«d of death ; 1 06a 
Uninterrupted by the livii^ winds. 
Forbid to blowa wholafome br^ze ; and (lain-d. 
With many a mi:ttare by the fim, fuflfus'dy 
Of angry afped. Pracely wifdom, tiren, 
Deje£i& Ids watchful eye ; and from the hauid 1065; 
Of feeble juftiee, hiefiedhud, drop 
The (word and balance : mute the voice of joy. 
And hufli'd thcdamour of the bufy world. 
Empty the ftrcets, widi uncouth verdure dad ; 
Into the worft of defarts fudden tum'd 1070 

The chearful haunt of Men: ui^efs efirap'd 
Frbm the doom'd houfe, where matchjefs horrorreigns, . 

* Thefe are the caufet fuppofed to be the firft ori^ 6f the 
Mf«r» in Dr, Mt AO*i ek|siat book on tiiat fubje^» 

Shut 
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SHut up by barbarous fear, the fmitten wretch. 

With fr^Ky wild, bftaks loofe y Wid, loud tohearen*. 

Screaming, the dfeadfiil policy arraign?, 1075, 

Iithuman, and unwife. The fullen ddor. 

Yet uninfeftedr on its cautious hinge 

Fearing to turn, abhors fociety : 

Dependants, friends^, relations, Lofe hii»reir,< 

Savag'd by woe,- forget the tender tie, iote' 

The fweet engagcJmentof the fMkig heart. 

But vain their felfifli ettTe : the drcfihg &y,. 

The wide enlivening ur is fWH of fate; 

And, ftruck by titi-ns, ill fotilafy pangs 

They fall, ^bteft, ii«tehd<!d, and uiiliftftihiM. 1085. 

Thus o^cr the pniftrate dty bhrck 0ef)>air 

Extends- Jier 'ravitti wing ; wMlcy to cbihplete 

The fcene of defolatfibn, ^ftfetdi*d aroitod. 

The grim guards ftahd, denying aH retiiBat, 

And give the'ftyi»g vnetxih a better death. 1 090 

Much yet remains onfttng : ^ ittge liReide 
Of brazi^-Taulttd fides, of iron Helds, 
Where drought and famine ftarve theMaited year:- 
Fir'd by the torch of noon to tipnfold rage, 
The infuriate hill that (hoots the pillar 'd flame; lep j 
And, rous'd within the fabten^nean world, 
Th' expanding earthquake, that reliillefs ihakes 
Afpirin^ ddies from their fofid bafe. 
And buries mountams in the flaming gulph. 
But ^ds enough f i«turn, my v^gnuit Mefe: 1.100 
A naaier fcene of liorror caUs thee home. 

Behold, 
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Behold, flow-fettling o*er the lurid grove- 
UftuAial darknefs broods ; and growing gains- 
Tke full pofleffion of the flty, furcharg'd 
With wrathful vapour, from the feaet beds, i loj 
Where fleep the mineral generations, dra\^. 
Thence Nitre, Sulphur, and the fiery fpume 
Of fat Bitumen, fleaming on the day,. 
With various tindtur'd trains of latent flame. 
Pollute the fky, and in yon baleful cloud, mo 

A reddening gloom, a magazine of fate. 
Ferment j till, by the touch ethereal rousM, 
The dafh of clouds, or irritating war 
Of fighting winds, while all is calm below. 
They furious fpring. A boding filence reigns, , 1 1 1^ 
Dread thro* the dun expanfe ; fave the duUfound 
That ^m the mountain, previous to theflocm. 
Rolls o'er the muttering earth, diflurbs the flood. 
And fhakes the foreft-leaf without a breath. 
Frone, to the lowefl vale, the aerial tribes 1 120. 

Defcend : th^ tempefl-loving raven fcarce. 
Dares wing the dubk>us dufk. In rueful gaze 
The cattle ftand, and on the fcowling heavens 
Caft a deploring eye ; by Man for£bok. 
Who to the crouded cottage hies him faft,. 1 1.25: 

Qr feeks the fheltcx of the downward cai;e. 

Tis Mening fear, and dumb amazement all : 
When to the flarded eye the fudden glance 
Afpears far fomh,. eruptive diro' the cloud.; i^ 3a 

And! 
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And following flower, in^explofion vaft, 

Th& Thunder raifes his tremendous voice. 

Atfirft, heard folemn o'er the verge of heaven^ 

The tempeft growk ; but as it nearer comes. 

And rolls its awful burden on the wind, 113$ 

The lightnings flaih a larger curve, and more 

The noife aflounds : till over head a fheet 

Of livid flame difclofes wide ; then fhuts> 

And opens wider ; fhuts and opens ftiU 

Expanfive, wrapping ether in a blaze. 1 140 

Follows the loofen'd aggravated roaff 

Efilaigingy deepening, mingling % peal oa peal 

Crufh'd horrible, coiivulfing heaven and earth. 

Down comes a, deluge of fonorous hail, 
Orprone-defcendingrain. Wide-rent, the clouds,.! 14$^ 
Pour a whole &dbd ; and yet^ its flame nnquench'd,, 
Th' unconquerable lightning ffatiggles through^ 
Ragged and fierce, or in red whirling balls. 
And fires the mountains with redoubled rage. 1 149 
Black from the ftroke, above, the fmouldring pine 
Stands a fad fhattered trunk ; and, ibetch'd below, 
A lifelefs groupe the blafled cattle lie : 
Here the foft flocks, with that fame harmlefs look 
They wore alive, and ruminating ftill 
In fancy's eye ; and there the frowning bull, 1 155 
And ox half-rais'd. Struck on the cafUed diff,. 
The venerable tpwer and fpiry fane 
Refign their aged pride.. The gloomy wood^^ 

Start 
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Start at the flaih, and from their deep recefr^ 
Wide-Hamii^ out» their trembling imnates (hake* 
Amid C€tmar'V9n*s mountains rages loud 1 1 6t 

The repercuflh'e roar ; with mighty crufh. 
Into the flalhing deep, from the rude rocks 
Of Pentkanmaur heaped hideous to t^e fky, 
Ti^mble the finkten cli& ; and Smwd^n^s peaki 1 16 f 
Diflblving, inflant yields his wintry load. 
Far-feen, the heights of heathy C^#a;/0/ blaze» 
And TifiiJe bellows thro* her utmoft iiles. 

G uiLt hears ap^all^xl, with deeply troubled thoughtv 
And yet hot ahv^ys on the guilty head 1 1 yix* 

Sefcends the feted flafh. Young Ce l a don 
And his Amelia were a mat^hlefs pah*; 
With equal virtue fojrm'd^ and equal grace,, 
The fame, difUnguilh'd by their fex alone : 
Hers the mild luih% of die -blooming morn, 1 1 75^ 

And his the radkmee of the riien day. 

Thbt Ibv^d : But fuch their guHdefi paffion was,. 
As hn the d9.wii of tiste ixiibrm'd the heart 
Of innocence, and undi^embling truth. 
Twas friendlhip heightened by the mutual wifii, 1 1 8a 
Th' enchanting hope, and iympathetic glow, 
BeaAi'd from the mutual eye. Devoting all 
To love, each was tcy eath a dearer felf ; 
Supremely happy in th' awakened power 
Of giving |oy. Alone,, amid-the ihades, ri8^ 

sun 
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Still in K^nnonions intercourfe they liv*d 
The rural day, and talkM the flowing heait» 
Oriigh*d, and'lookM unutterabte diings.. 

So pafs'd their life, a clear united flream^ 
By care unrHifiled ; till,, in 6vil hour^ 1 196? 

The tem^eft caught them oh the tender walk, 
Heedlefs how far, and where its hiazes fira/df 
While, with each othenbleft) creative love 
Still bade eternal Eden fmile around. 
Prefaging inftant fate her bofoin heav'd 1 1 9^ . 

Unwonted fighs, and ftealihg ofl a l06k. 
Of the big gbom on CELADON^her dye 
Fell tearful, wettiAg her difordered checfk.. 
In vain a^uring love, and confideh^e li^^ 

If) Heaven, reprefs'd her fear ; it grew, andfliook 
Her frame near diffolution. He pcrteiv*d 
Th* unequal conflidt, and as angels look 
On dying faints, his eyes comp^bn Ihed, 
With love illumin'd high. *** Fear not,, he (aid, 
*< Sweet InnociACe ! thoa ftraikger to blfi^sncfe, %zo^ 
** And inward fionh ! He, who yon ikies involves 
^ In ftbwhs of darknefs, ^er flniles on. thee 
" Wife kind regard. O'er dice the fecifet ihiflt 
^ That waftes at midnight, or th' undrtaded hiDtrr 
^ Of noon, flies harnildTs : and that veiy voit6, 121^ 
«* Which thunders terror Aro* Ae guilty heart, 
** With tongues t>f feiraphs wliifpdts peace to thSfiC, 
** nrisLfafe^ to.be irtar thee fare, and thui 

« Ta* 
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" To clafp pjetfedUon !** From his void embrace, 1214, 
Myileriou* Heaven ! that moment, to the ground, 
A blackened corfe, was flruck the beauteous maid. 
But who can paint the lover, as he flood, 
Pierc'd by fevere amazement, hating life> 
Speechlefs, and fixM in all the death of woe ! 
So, faint refemblance, on the marble tomb, 122a 
The well-diiTembled mourner (looping ftands^ 
For ever iilent» and fi>r ever fad*. 

As fit>m the face of heaven the ihatterM clottd» 
Tumultuous rove, th* interminable (ky 
Sublimer fwells, and o'er the world expands X22; 
A purer azure. Thro' the lightened air 
A higher luflre and a clearer calm, 
DiiFufive, tremble; while, asifinfign 
Of danger paft> a glittering robe of joy^ 
Set off abundant by the yellow ray, 1230^ 

Invefts the fields ; and nature fmiles reviv'd. 

*Ti8 beauty all, and grateful fbng around, 
Join'd to the low of kine, and numerous bleat 
Of flocks thick- nibbling thro* the clover'd vale. 
And (hall the hymn be marr'd by thanklefs Man, 1 255 
MQft-^vour'd ; who with voice articulate 
Should lead the chorus of this lower world 2 
Shall he, fo foon forgetful of the hand 
Thait hufh'd the thunder, and (erenes the (ky,. 
'£xtingnifii*d feel that (park the tempeftwak'dy r24o 

Thkt 
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That fcnfe of powers exceeding far his own. 
Ere yet his feeble heart has loft its fears ? 

Cheau'd by the milder beam, the iprightly youth 
Speeds to the well-known pool, whofe cryftaLdepth 
A fiindy bottom (hews. A while he ftaiids 1 24$ 

Gazing th' inverted landfkip, half afraid 
To meditate the blue profound below ; 
Then plunges headlong ^otwn the •circling flood. 
His ebon trefTes, and his roiy cheek 
InHant emerge ; and thro' the obedient wave, 1259 
At each fhoct breathing .by his Up repell'd« 
With arms and legs according well, he makes. 
As humour leads, an eafy-wmding path^ 
While, from bis poliil^'d Mesp a dewy Kght 
*£irufes on the pleas'd fpedators round. 125$ 

This is the pureft exerdie of health. 
The kind refrefher of the fummer-heats ; 
Nor, when cold Winter keens the brightening flood. 
Would I weak-fhivering linger on the brink. 
Thus life redoubles, and is oft preferv*d, J 260 

By the bold fwimmec, in thefwift illapie 
Of accident difaftrous. Hence the limbs 
Xnit into fprce ; and the fame Rtman arm. 
That rofe yidlorious o'er the conquer'd earth, 
Firft learn'd, while tender, to fubdue the waveu I2£j 
Even, from the body's purity, the mind 
ileceives a fecret fympatbetic iud. 

Clos 
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Close in the covert of an hazel copfe. 
Where winded ioto pleaiing folitudes 
Kuns out the rambling dale, young Damon fat, 1270 
Penfive, and pierc'd with love's delightful pangs. 
There to the fb-eam that down the dlflant rocks 
'Koaffe-murmurnigfeH,and plaintive breeze-that play 'd 
Among the bending willows, falfcly he 
•Of Musi DORA *s cruelty complained. 1275 

$he felt his flam^ ; but deiqp within her breafi;. 
In bafhful coynefs, or in maiden pride. 
The fbft return conceal'd ; fave when it Hole 
In fide-long glances from her downcaft eye, 
<OrfromherfweUiqgibulinftifled%hs. 1289 

Touched by the ifc^oe, na ftiangerto his vows. 
He fram'd a meltfakg Uty, to try her heart; 
And, if an infant p»Sioa Ibuggled there. 
To call that pafTion forth. Thrice happy fwain ! 
A lucky chance, that oft decides the iate 1 2S5 

Of mighty mpnarchs, then decided thine. ^ 
For io ! conducted by the laughing Loves, 
This cool retreat his Musi dor a fought^ 
Warm in her cheek the fultry feafon glow'd; 
And, robe'd in loofe array, ihe came to bathe 1290 
Her fervent limbs in the refieOiing (h-eam. 
What (hall he do ? Infweet confiiiion loft. 
And dubious flutteiings, he a while renoain'd : 
A pure ingenuous elegance of ibul, 
A delicate refinement, known to few, 1295 

SPerplex'd his breail, and urg'd him to retire : 

Bttt 
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But love forbade. Ye prudes in virtue, fay, 
5ay, yefevereft, what would you have done ? 
Meantime, this fairer nymph than ever Weft 
Arcadian ftream^ with timid^ye around 1 300 

The banks Purveying, ftrip'd her beauteous limbs^ 
To tafle the lucid coolnefs of the flood. 
Ah then ! not Farts on the piny top 
Of Ida panted ftronger, when aiide 
The rival-goddefles the veil divine 1 30 j 

Caft unconfin'd, andg^ave him all their charms, 
Than, Damon, thou; as from the fnowy leg» 
And flender foot, th' inverted filk ihe drew ; 
A^ the foft touch diflblv'd the virgin zone; 
And, thro' the parting robe, th' alternate breaft, 1210 
With youth wild-throbbing, on thy lawlefs gaze 
In full luxuriance rofe. But, defperate youth. 
How durft thou nfque the (bul-diftradUng view ; 
As from her naked limbs, of growing white. 
Harmonious fwdl'd by Nature^s fincft hand, 1315 
in folds loofe-floating fell the ifainter lawn ; 
And fair-expos'd fbe flood, fhrunk from herfclf. 
With fancy blufhing*, at the doubtful breeze 
Alarm'd, and ftarting like the fearful fawn ? 
Then to the flood flie rufli'd;. the parted flood 1 3 20 
Its lovely guefl with cloflng waves receiv'd j 
And every beauty fbftening, every grace 
Flufhing anew, a mellow luflre fhed t 
As fhincs the lily thro' the cryftal mild^ 
Or as the rofe amid the morning dew^ 132; 

Frefk 
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Frefli from Aurora shnndy more fwpetly glows. 

While thus fhe wanton'd, now beneath the wave 

But ill-conceal'd ; and. now with ftreaming Jocks, 

That half-embrac*d her in a humid ^eil, 

Riiing again, the latent Damon drew ^33^ 

Such m^dning draughts of beauty to the (bul. 

As for a while o'erwhclm'd his raptur'd thought 

With luxury too-daring. Check'd, atlaft. 

By love's refpeftful modefty,. he deem'd 

The theft profane, if aught profane to love 1 335 

Can e'er be deem'd ; and, draggling from the Ihade, 

With headlong hurry fled : but firil thefe lines, 

Trac'd by his ready pencil, on the bank 

With trembling hand he threw. ** Bathe on, my fair, 

^' Yet unbeheld lave by the facred eye 1340 

•*« Of feithful love : I go to guard thy haunt, 

*• To keep from thy recefs each vagrant foot, 

" And each licentious eye.** With wild furprize, 

A^ if to marble fh-uck, devoid of fenic, 

A ilupid moment motionlefs Ihe flood : 1 34 5 

So (lands the * flatue that enchants the world. 

So bending tries to veil the matchlefs boail. 

The mingled beauties of exulting Greece^ 

JR^overing, fwift (he flew to find thofe robes' 

Which blifsful Eiiett knew not ; and, array'd 1350 

In carelefs ha^e, th' alarming paper (hatched. 

But, when her Damon's well-known hand ibe iaw, 

Jfcler terrors vaniih'd, and a fofter train 

« The Vjcnus of Mtdicu 
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Of niixt emotions, hard to be defciib'd, 

Her fudden hoTom feiz'd: (hame voidof goilt» 135$ 

The charming blufh of innocence, efteem 

And admiration of her lover's Batne, 

By modefty exalted : even a fcnfe 

Of felf-approving beauty ftole acrofs 

Her bufy thought. At kngth, a tender calm 1 366 

Hufti'd by degrees the tumult of her foul 5 

And on the fpreading beech, that o'er th« (beam 

Incumbent hupg, fhe with the filvan pen 

Of rural lovers this confeffion carv'd. 

Which foon her Damon ki&'d with weeping joy: i ^6^ 

^^ Dear youth ! fole judge- of what thefe verfes meant 

^' By fortune too much favour 'd> but by love, 

^' Alas ! not farour'd lefs, be (HU as notv 

** Difcreet: the time may come you need not fty»** 

The fun has loft his rage : hw downward orb 1 37O 
Shoots nothing now but animating warmth, 
And vital luftre ; that, wilh various ray, 
Lights up the clouds, thofe beauteous robes of heaven^ 
IncefTant roU'd into romantic fhapes. 
The dream of waking fancy ! Broad below, 1 3 7 J 
Cover'd with ripening fruits, and fwelling faft 
Into the perfeft year, the pregnant earth, 
And all her tribes r^oice. Now^thefoft hour 
Of walking comes : for 1dm who lonely lovea 
To feek the diftant hills, and there converfe 1 380 
With Nature ; there to harmonize his hearty 

F And 
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And in pathetic fong to breathe around 

The harmony to others. Social fnends* 

Attuned to happy 4iniibn of foul ; 

To whofe exalting eye a fairer world, x 385 

Of which the vulgar never had a glimpi^ 

Difplays its charms ; whofe minds are richly fraught 

With philofbphic ftores, fuperior light $ 

And in whofe breail;, enthuHaftic, bums 

Virtue; the fons of intereft deem romance ; 1 390 

Now caird abroad enjoy the falling day : 

Now to the verdant Portico of wood% 

To Nature's vaft Lyceumy fcrth they walk ; 

By that kind School where no proud mader reigns. 

The full free converfe of the friendly heart, 1 395 

Improving and improved. Now from the world, 

Sacred to fweet redrement, lovers deal. 

And pour their ibuls in tran^rt, which the Si a s 

Of love approving -hears, and calh it good. »i 3 99 

Which way, Amanda, fhall we bend our courfe ? 

The choice perplexes. Wherefore fhould we chufe i 

All is the fame with thee. Say, fhall we wind 

Along the flreams ? or walk the fmiling mead ? 

Or court the forefl-glades ? or wander wild 

Among the waving harvefls<? orafcend, 140$ 

While radiant Smnmer opens idl its pride. 

Thy hiH, delightful • Skene f Here let us fweep 

The boundleis landfkip: now the raptuPd eye, 

% The •U name of Biilmmd^ fiignifying in Saxon Sbimng^ 

Exulting 
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Exulting fwift, to huge Augusta fend. 

Now to the t Sijler-Hilh that fkirt her plain, 1410 

To Tofty Harrow now, and now to where 

Majeftic JVmJfor lifts his princely brow. 

In lovely contraft to this glorious view 

Calmly magnificent, then wiH we turn 

To where the filver Thames firft rural gtt)ws. 1415 

There let the fealled eye unwearied ftray : 

Luxurious, there, rove thro' the pendant woods 

Tliat nodding hang o*er Harrington's retreat ; 

And, {looping thence to Ham^z embowering walks. 

Beneath whofe (hades, in fpotlefs peace retired, 1429 

With He r the pleafing partner of his heart. 

The worthy Queensb*r y yet laments his Gay, 

And polifh*d Corn bury wooes die willing Muie, 

Slow let us trace the matchless Vale qf Thames ; 

Fair-winding up to where the Mufes haunt 1425 

In Tnjuit'*nam*s bowers^ and for their Popx implore 

The healing God t^ to royal HamptQuh pile. 

To Clermont^ terrais'd height, and EJber*$ groves. 

Where in the fweetefl foKtude, embrac'd 

By the (oft windings of the (ilent Moie^ 4430 

From coortsand fenates Pelham finds repofe. 

Inchanting valel beyond whate'er the Mufe . 

Has of Achat a or He/pena £ung\ 

O vale of bli(s I O foftly-fwelling hills'! 

On which the Power of Cultivation lies, i 43 5 

And joys to fee the wonders of his toil. 

X ^tibgate and Hamfitadn 
t In his h4 fickoeff . 

F z Heavens! 
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Heavens ! what a goodly proipeA fpreads around^ 
Of hills, anddale^y and woods, and lawns, and ipires, 
And glittering towns, and gilded dreams, till all 
The flretching landfkip into fmoke decays ! I44<> 
Happy Britannia ! where the Queen of Arts, 
Infpiring vigour. Liberty abroad 
Walks, unconfin'd, even to thy fartheft cotts, 
'And fcatters plenty with unsparing hand. 

Rich is thy foil, and merciful thy clime; 1445 
Thy ftreams unfailing in the fummer's drought ; 
Unmatched thy guardian-oaks ; thy valleys float 
With golden waves : and on thy mountains flocks 
Bleat numberlefs ; while, roving round their fides. 
Bellow the blackening herds in lufty droves. 1 4 > ^ 
Beneath, thy meadows glow, and rife unquell'd 
Againfl the mower's fcythe. On every hand 
Thy villas ihine. Thy country teems with wealth; 
And property aflTares it to the fwain, 
rieas'd, and unwearied, in his guarded toiL 1455 

Full are thy cities with thefons of art; 
And trade and joy, in every bufy flreet, 
Mingling are heard : even Drudgery himfelf, 
• As at the car he fweats, or dufty hev^s 
The palace-ttone, looks gay. Thy crouded ports. 
Where rifing mails an endlefs profpedl yield, 146 1 
With labour bum, and echo to the fliouts 
Of hurried failoii as he hearty waves 

His 
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His laft adieu, and loofening every fheet, 

Refigns the fpreading veffel to the wind. 1465 

Bold, firm, and graceful, are thy generous youth. 
By hardfhip finew'd, and by danger fir'd. 
Scattering the nations where they go ; and firft 
Or on the lifted plain, or ftormy feas. 
Mild are thy glories too, as o'er the plans 1 476 

Of thriving peace thy thoughtful fires prefide ; 
In genius, and fubttantial learning, high ; 
For evcryvirtue, every worth, i^nown'd ; 
Sincere, plain hearted, hofpitable, kind ; 
Yet like themufterihg thtihder when prQvbk'd, 1475 
The dread of tyrants, and the fole refource 
Of thofe that under grim b{>preflion groan. 

Thy Sons of Glory many! Alfred thine. 
In whom the fplcndor of heroic war. 
And more heroic peace, when govem'd well, 1480 
Combine i whofe hallowed dame the virtues (aint. 
And his 6*wn Mufes love; the beft of Kings/ 
With him thy Edwards and thy Henrys fhine. 
Names dear to Fame ; the firft who deep imprefs'd 
On haughty Gaul the terror of thy arms, 1485 

That awes her genius ftill. Li State/men thou. 
And Patriots, fertile. Thine a fleady More, 
Who, with a generous tho* miftaken zeal, 
Withftood ar brutal tyrant's ufeful rage. 
Like Cato firm, like Ar I sTiDEsjuft, 1490 
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Like rigid Cincinkatus nobly poor, 

A dauntlefs ibol ere£t» who ihul'd on death. 

rugal, and wife, a Walsingham is thine; 
A Drake, who made thee miflrers of the deep. 
And bore thy name in thunder round the worid. 1495 
Then flaxa'd thy ipuit high i but who can ipeak 
The numerous worthies of the Maiden Rbion ? 
In Raleigh mark their every glory mix'd; 
RALBIGH9 the fcourge oi Spain ! whofe breaft with aU 
The Age, the patriot, and the hero burn'd. 15M 
Nor funk his vigour, when a cowardrreign 
The warrior fettered, and at lad reiign'd. 
To glut the vengeance of a vanquifh'd foe. 
Then, a6Uve ftill and unreflrain'd, his mind 
Explored the vaft extent of ages paft^ 1 50^ 

And with his prifbn-hours enrich'd the world ; 
Yet found no times, in all the longrefearch. 
So glbribu^ or {o bafe, as thofe he |ux>v^dft 
In which, he conquered, and in which he bled. 
Kbr can the Mufe the gallant Sidney pafs» 151 b 
THe plume of war! with early laurels crown'd. 
The Lover's myrtle, and the Poet^i bay. 
AHamden tools thine, iUuftrious land. 
Wife, (benootts, firm„ of unfiibmitting foul^ 
Who ftem*d the torrent of a. downward age 15 te 
To ilavery prone, and bade thee life again. 
In all thy native pomp ef freedom bold. 
Bright, at his call, thy Age oS Men effulg'd,. 
OCMen on whom late time a kindling eye 

Shall 
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Shan turn, anrd tyrants tremble while they read. 1520 

Bring every fweeteft flower, and let mcTftrew 

The grave wherekussEL lies ; whofe teiifper'd bloody 

With calmeft^chearfidnefs for thee refign'dV 

Stain'd the iad annals oHk giddy reign ^ 

Aiming at lawlefs power, tho' meanfy ^uJk 152$ 

In loofe inglorious luxury. With him 

His friend, the • British Cassius, fearlcfs bled j 

Of high determined ^irit, roughly brave. 

By antient learning to th' enlightened love 

Of antient freedom warm'd. Fair thy renown 1 5 30 

In awfiil Sages and in noUe BarJj ; 

Soon as the light of dawning Science (fmad. 

Her orient ray, nd wsd^'d the Mnie^ fongy 

Thine is a Bacon ; hapkis in his choice* 

Un£rft>fUnd the civil fiorm of ibte, 15^ 

lAnd thro' the finooth barbarity of conrt^^ 

With firm but pliant virtue, fbrwtfrd fiill 

To urge bis courfe : him for the ihidious fhade 

JUnd Nature forni'd, deep, comprehenfive, deal*, 

£xa£t, and elegant ; in one rich foul, 1 540' 

Plato, the Stagtrite, and Tully join*d. 

The great deliverer he! who from the gloom 

Of doiiler'd monks, and jajgon-teaching fchods^ 

Led forth the true Philofophy, there long 

Held in the magic chain of words and forms, 15 415. 

And definitions void : he led her forth, 

Daughter of Heaven ! that ilow-afcending flHl, 

* AlGttlVON SiDKlT. 

F 4 InveiUgating 



104 SUMMER. 

InveiligatiAg Ture the chain of things, 

With radiant linger points to Heaven again. 1549 

The generous * Ashley thine, the friend of Man ; 

Who fcann'd his Nature with a brother's eye. 

Mis weakneis prompt to (hade, toraifehis aim. 

To touch the finer movements of the mind. 

And with the moral heemty charm the heart. 

Why need I name thy Boyle, whoie pious fearch 

Amid the dark recefTes of his works, 155^ 

The great Crbator fought? And why thy Locks, 

Who made the whole internal world his own ? 

VLet Newton, fun Intelliginci^ whom Gob 
To mortals lent, to trace his boundlefs works 1 ;6o 
From laws fublimely. fimple, ijpeak thy fame 
Jn all philofopby. For lofty ftufe, 
Creative fancy, and infpe^ion Jceeir 

. Thro' the deep windings of the human heart, i ^64 

^ Js not wild SuAKBSPE>i«B thine and Nature's boaH ? 

\Is not each great, each amiable Mufe 

V Of clai&c ages in thy Milton met ? 
A genius univerfal as his theme ; 
Aftotuihii\g as Chaos, as the bloom 
Of blowing Eden fair, as Heaven fublime* 1570 

^Nor fliall my vexfc that elder bard forget, 

y The gentle Spencer, Fancy's pleafing fon ; 
Who, like a copious river, pour'd his foi\g 
O 'er all the mazes of enchanted ground : 
Nor thee, his antient mailer, laughing fage, 1575 
• Antony As»tiY Cqopis., '£,2a\ oi Sbaftffiury, 
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Chaucer, whofe native manners-painting verfe, 
WelI-moraliz*d, fhines thro' the Gothic cloud 
Of time and language o'er thy genius thrown. 

May my fbng {often, as thy Daughters I> 
Britannia, hail ? for beauty iS their own, 158a 
The feeling heart, fimplicity of life. 
And elegance, and tafte : the faulilefs form^ 
Shap'd by the hand of harmony ; the cheek, 
Where the live crimibn, thro' tlie native white 
Soft-fhooting, o*er the face difFufes bloom, 1585; 

And every namclefs grace ; the parted lip. 
Like the red tofe-bod moift with itiotning-deWy 
Breathing delight ; aifd, under flowing jet. 
Or funny ringlets, or of circling brown. 
The neck flight-fhaded, and the fwelling brcaft ; 15^ 
The look refiftlefs, piercing to the foul. 
And by the foul inform'd, when drefl in love 
She fits high-fmiling ia the confcious.eye. 

Island 6f blifs ! amid the fubjeft leas. 
That thunder round thy rocky coafts, fet up, I595 
At once the wonder, terror, and delight. 
Of diftant nations ; who(e remoteft fliores 
Can foon be (haken by thy naval arm ; 
Not to be Ihook thyfelf, but all alTaults 
Baffling, as thy hoar cliffs the loud lea-wave. 1 600 

O Thou ! by whofe almighty Nod the fcale 
Of empire rifes, or alternate falls,, 

E 5 ^end 
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As fleets the viiion o'«r the formful brain> 

This moment hurrying wild th' impaffion'd ibiil. 

The next in nothing loft. 'Tisfotohim, 

The dreamer of this earth, an idle blank : 

A fight of horror to the cruel wif tch, 1635 

Who all day long in fon^d pleafoie roU'd, 

Himfelf an uieleis load, hasiquander'd vile» 

Upon his fcoundrel tirain,^ what mi|^t hare cfaear'd 

A drooping family of modeft worth. 

But to the generous ftill-improving mind, 16^^ 

That gives the hopelefs heart to fing for joy,> 

DiiFuflng kind beneficence around, 

Boaftlefs, as now defcends the filent dew f 

To him the long review of order'd life 

Is inward rapture, only to be felt. 1645 

Con f e s s'o from yonder fIow-extingaiih*d dquds,. 
All ether foftening, fober E^wiing takes 
Her wonted flation in the middle air ; 
A AovSzxniJbadotws at her beck. FM this 
She fends on earth ; then tiwt of deeper dye 1650 
Steals ibft behind ; and then a Jti^er Sdll,. 
In circle following drde, gathers iound,> 
To clofe the face of things. A fiefher gale 
Begins to wave the wood, and ftir- the ftream^ 
Sweeping with fhadowy guft the fields of corn; 1655. 
While the quail clamours for his running mate* 
Wide o'er die thiftly lawn,, as fwells the breeze,. 
A whitening iho^er of vegetable down 
Amufive floats.. The kind impartial care 
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of Nature nought diidains : thouglitful to feed* i ^fio 
Her loweft fens, and clothe the coining year. 
From field to field the feathered feeds (tit wings. 

His folded flock fecure, the fhcjAerd hottie 
Hies, merry-hearted ; imd by turns relieves 
The ruddy BM?k-maid -of her brimming pail ; 166^ 
The beauty whom p^rhaj s his witlefs heart. 
Unknowing what the 3'3y-inixt anguifh means,. 
Sincerely loves, hy that beft language fhewn 
Cf cordial glances, and obliging deeds. 
Onward they pafs, o'er many a panting height, 1670 
And valley (unk, and unfi'equented ; where 
At fall of eve the feify pcopk dwong^ 
In various game, and revelry, to pa& 
The fummer-night, as village-ftories tell- 
But far about they wander from the grave 1 6y c 
-Of him, whom his ungentie fortune urgM , 
Againft his own fad breaft to Kft the hand ^ • ^ 
Of impious violence. The lonely tower 
Is alfo fhua'd ; whofe mournful chambers hold. 
So night-fti uck Fancy dreams, the yelling ghoft 1 680 

Among the crooked lane*^,. on every hedge. 
The glow-worm lights his gem ; and, thro* tlie dark, 
A moving radiance twinkles. Enfening yields 
The world to Night ; not in her winter-robe 
Of mafly Stygian woof, but loofe array 'd 1685 

In mantle dun. A faint erroneous ray, 
Clanc'd from th' imperfect furfaces of things. 

Flings 
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Ffings half an image on the ftraining eye; 
While wavering woods, and villages, andftreams. 
And rocks, and mountain- tops, th^t long retain'd 1690 
Th' afcending gleam, are all one fwimming icene. 
Uncertain if beheld. Sudden to heaven 
Thence weary vifion turns ; where, leading foft 
The filent hours of love, with pureft ray 
Sweet Fenus ihmes ; and from her genial rife, 1695 
When day-light fickens till it fprings afrefli, 
UnrivalM reigns, the faireft lamp of night. 
As thus th' effulgence tremulous I drink. 
With cherifh'd gaze, die lambent lightnings fhoot 
Acrofs die iky ; or horizontal *dart, 1700 

In wondrous fhapes : by fearfid mnrmuriAg crouds 
Portentous deemM. Amid the radiant orbs. 
That more than deck, that animate the flcy. 
The life-infufing funs of other worlds^ 
Lo ! from the dead immenfity of fpace 1 705 

Returning, with accelerated courfe. 
The rufhing comet to the fun defcends j 
And as he iinks below the (hading earth,. 
With awful train projefted o'er the heavens. 
The guilty nations tremble. But,, above I7i0f 

Thofe fuperftitious horrors that enflave 
The fond fequaciou« herd, to myftic faith 
And blind amazement prone,, the enlightened few,. 
Whofe godlike minds philoibphy exalts,. 
The glorious ftranger hail. 7 hey feel a joy 17 1-5 
Divinely great; they in their powers exult. 
That wondrous force of thought, which mountiDgfpoms 

This 
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This duiky fpot* and meafures all the iky ; 

Whiles from his far excurfion thro' the wilds 

Of barren ether, faithful to his time, 1 72a 

They fee the biasing wonder rife anew. 

In feeming terror clad, but kindly bent 

To work the will of all-fuftaining Love : 

From hiB huge vapoury train perhaps to fhake 

Reviving moifture on the numerous oxhs, ^7^- 

Thro' which his long ellipfis winds ; peiiiaps 

To lend new fuel to declining funs^ 

To light up worlds, and feed di' eternal fire^ 

With thee, fereoePHiLosoPHi-,. with thecal 729: 
And thy bright garland, let me crown my fbng ! 
Effufive fource of evidence^., and truth ! • 
A luifa-e ihedding o'er tk' ennobled mind,. 
Stronger than fununer-noon ; and pure as tha^- 
Whofe mild vibrations footh the parted foul, 1735" 
New to the dawning of celeflial day. 
Hence thro* her nourifh'd powers, enlarged by thcej- 
She fprings aloft, with elevated pride. 
Above the tangling mafs of low defires, ^39^ 

That bind the fluttering crowd; and, angdnving"^ 
The height of fcience and of virtue gains. 
Where all is calm and dear ; with Nature ioand,> 
Or in the fhury regions, or th' abyfs. 
To Reafon's and to Fancy's eye difplay'di: 
The Firfi up-tracing, from the dreary void,. I74S« 
The chain of caufes and eSe&s to Him, 
The worid-producing EsssKCf, who alone 
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FoilefTes being ; while the Lafi receives 
The whole magnlicence of heaven and earthy 
And every beauty, delkate or bold, 1759 

Obvious or more remote, with livelier fenicr 
Diffufive painted on the rapid mind.- 

Tutor'd by thee,, hence Poetry exalts 
Her voice to ages r and informs the page 
Withmufic, image, ientimen^ and thought, 1755; 
Never to- die ! tfte treafure of mankind ! 
Their higheft honour, and their trueft joy f 

Without thee what were unenlightened Man ? 
A lavage roaming thro' the woods and wilds, 1 75$' 
In qneft of prey v and with* th? rniMiioned forr 
Rough-dad; devoid of every finer art; 
And elegance of life; Nor happinefr 
Domefb'c mix'd of tendemefs^ and cai^i 
Nor moral excellence, nor fbcial blifs. 
Nor guardian law were his ; . nor various (kill 1 7 65; 
To turn the furrow, or to guide the tool 
Mechanic ; nor the heaven-conduded prow 
Of navigation bold, that feariefs braves 
The burning line or dares the wintiy pole; 
Mother fevere of infinite delights ! ^770; 

Nothing, fave rapine, indolence,, and guile. 
And woes on woes, a fiill-^evolving traia! : 
Whofe horrid circle had made human life 
Than non-e»ilence woHe : but, taught by thee. 
Ours arc the plans of policy,, and peace ? 1 7 75^^ 

To live lik& brothers, and conjonOive all 
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Embellifh life. While thus laborious crowds^ 

Ply the tough oar. Philosophy diredts 

The ruling helm ; or like the liberal brea^i 

Of potent Heaven, invifible, die /ail 1780 

Swells out, and bears th' inferior world along. 

Nor to this cvanefcent fpeck of earth 
Poorly confined, the radiant tradls on high 
Are her exalted range ; intent to gaze 
Creation thro' ; and, from that full complex 1785. 
Of never-ending wonders, to conceive 
Of the Soli Being right, "wYiO /poke the H^^rJ^ 
And Nature mov*d complete. With inward view^ 
Thence on th' ideal kingdom fwift ihe turns 
Her eye ; and inflant, at her powerful glatic^> 1 jgo 
Th' obedient phantoms vanifli or appear ; 
Compound, divide, and into order ihift. 
Each to his rank, from plain perception up 
To the fair forms of Fancy's fleeting train : 
To reaibn then, deducing truth from truUi ; 179^ 
And notion quite abftradl ; where firil begins 
The world of fpirits, adion all, and life 
Unfettered, and unmixt. But here the cloud. 
So wills Eternal Providence, fits deep. 
Enough for us to know that this dark (late, ^8oa 

In wayward f aflions lofl, and vain purfuits. 
This Infancy of Being, cannot prove 
The final ifTue of the woiks of God, 
By bound'efs Love and perfeft Wisdom fbrm*d. 
And ever riiing with the rifmg mind. 180-5 
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'Vh ful^ta proprfij, Addrejfed to Mr. Onslow. A 
pre 'pe& of tin fields ready for barveji. RefieSions in 
fraife ofindwftry rafil by that vieto^ Rtaptng* A 
tale rtlath^ to it* A harKftft ftorm* SJ^§otimg emd 
huntings tbitr bartarity. AUdierous actmmt rffox* 
kkntinj[, A view rf sut orchard. Wmll^ruiU A 
nnwtymfd. A dojcripiioii rffoghfrtfmit in, tk% Imttw 
fnrtrf A^ilbmrnx nutonet m digr^ffknt infUrit^^ itan 
i,tiirifi offowntmnt nnd ri'uers^ . Birds rfjutfm em^ 
Jlderod, that now finfi tlmr hahitaiiom. Tbipndi- 
gions nnmior of them that eowr thi nmherm mnd 
nvefiern \fie$ of Scotland. HfneM m- nntw tf tbf 
€miaitry% A frrf^Q of the diAolonredf foding nmmkm^ 
J^ter a gentle dnJJ^ day^ moon-iight, Antnnmmi mur 
teen, Momittg : to nnhich fuecnds m cnAn, fttrip 
Jkn^fiiny derf^ fnch us nfunUy fints np the fe^/km, 
fhe hamjefi being gathered in^. the country diffohvediit 
jey. The whole concludes with a panegyric on a pbi^ 
lofofbicel country life* 
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CROWN'D wkh the fickle and the wheaten fheaf; 
While Autumn, nodding o'er the yellow plaia» 
Comes jovial on ; the D^r/r reed once more. 
Well pleased, I time. Whatever the Wintry ftoft 
Nitrous prepared; the varioits btefTom^d Spring 5 
Put in white promife forth ; and Sammer-fuoi 
ConcoAed ftrong» rufli boandleft now to view^ 
Fully perfect tU, and iwell my glorious theme. 

Onslow ! the Mufe, ambitious of thy Bame, 
To grace, in^ire> and digniiy htr ibng, lO 

.Would from the PmMc Foiee iky gtnde ear 
A while engage. Thy noble cares ihe knowi» 
The patriot virtues that diftend thy thought. 
Spread on thy fronti and in thy boibm glow ; 
While UAening fenates hang upon thy tongue* 15 
Devolving thro' the maae of eloquence 
A roll of periods, fweeter than her fi)ng» 
But fhe too pants for public viptue, ihe, 
Tho* weak of power> yet ftxong in ardent willy 
Whene'er her country ruihes on her heart, ao 

AiTumes a bolder note, and fondly trie» 
To mix the patriot*s with the poe^s flame. 

WilEV 
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When the bright Virgin gives the beauteous days, 
'And Lihm weighs iti "cqu^ fcs^cs twc year; 
From heaven's high cope the fierce efFulgence (hook 
Of parting Summer, a /erener blue, 26 

With "golden Ught enlivened widfe invefts 
The happy world. Attempered funs arife, 
Sweet-beam'd, and (hedding oftthrbMudd doads 
A pleaftng calm ; while broad, and bkowti, belo^ 30 
Extenfive hanrefls hang the heavy head. 
Rich, filent, deep, diey fhmd ; for not a gale 
Rolls its light billows 6Vr the bending -plaki : 
A calm of plenty ! till the ruffled ah* 
Falls from its poiie, tml grres thebrcese to blow, yi 
Rent is dte fleecy mantle of the icy 1 
The clouds fly dlFerent; and the fudden fun 
By fit3 efiulgent gilds th' iHuminU Ml, ' 
g>\nd black by fits the (hadows fweep along. 
A gaily-checker'd heart-expanding view, 140 

Far as the circling eye can fhoot ftrouhd. 
Unbounded toffiiig in « flood of com. 

THB8«arethyl>kfl!iig>,:I»Dt;^^RT ! magfat^owert 
Whom labour (till attends, atidTweat, and pdn ; 
Yet the kind fource of every gentle art, 45 

And all the foft civility of life : 
Raifer iof human kind ! by Natuire olft, . 
Naked, andhelpleis, out amid the Wdods 
And wilds, to rude inclement elements ; 
With various feeds of att deep in the ttiind 50 

Implanted, 
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Implanted, and profufely pour*d around 

Materials infinite ; but idle all. 

Still unexerted, in th'unconfcious breaft. 

Slept the lethargic powers; corruption ftill. 

Voracious, fwallowed what the liberal hand 55 

Of bounty fcatter'd o'er the favage year : 

And flill the fad barbarian, roving, mix'd 

With beafts of prey ; or for his acorn-meal 

Fought the fierce tufky boar ; a fhivering wjretch f 

Aghaft, and comfortlefs, when the bleak iiort'i, 6^ 

With Winter charg'd, let the mix*d tenipeil fly. 

Hail, rain, and fnow, and bitter-breathing trQ& : 

Then to the fhelter of the hut he fled ; 

And the wild feaibn, fordid, pin'd away. 

For home he had not ; home is the refort 6^ 

Of love, of joy, of peace and plenty, where. 

Supporting and fupported, polilh'd friends. 

And dear relations mingle into blifs. 

But this the rugged favage never felt. 

Even defolate in crowds ; and thus his days 70 

Roird heavy, dark,' and unenjoy'd along : 

A wafte of time ! till Industry approach'd. 

And rous'd him from his miferable floth : 

His faculties unfolded ; pointed out. 

Where lavifh Nature the directing hand 75 

Of Art demanded ; ihew'd him how to raife 

His feeble force by the mechanic powers. 

To dig the mineral from the vaulted earth. 

On what to turn the piercing rage of fire. 

On 
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On what the torrent, and the gathered blafl; 80 

Gave the tall ancient forell to his ax ; 

Taught him to chip the wood, and hew the ftone^ 

Till by degrees the finiih'd fabric rofe ; 

T^e fromiiis limbs the blood-polluted fur» 

And wrapt them in the woolly vefbnent warm, 8 j 

Or bright in gloiiy filk, and flowing lawn ; 

With wholesome viands £ird his table, pour'd 

The generous glais aronnd, inipir'd to wake 

The life-iefijung foul of decent wit : 

Nor ftoppM at barren bare neceffity ; g(^ 

But ftill advancing bender, led him on 

To pomp> topleafure, elegance, and grace; 

And, breathing high ambition thro' his foul, 

Set fcience, wifdcmi, glory, in his view> 

And bad him be the Loni of all below. gr 

Then gathering men dieir natural powers comhio'd^ 
And formM a PuSiic ; to the general good 
Submitting, ^ming, and conducing all. 
F^r this the Patnot'Cvuncil met, the full. 
The free, and fairly ppprelented fTJI^ele ; 100 

For this they plann'd the holy guardian laws, 
Diflinguiih'd orders, animai^arts. 
And with joint force Opfreffion chaining, iet 
Imperial Jufike at the helm ; yet ftill 
To them accountable : nor flavifh dream'd \ o^ 

That toiling millions mufl refign their weal^ 

And 
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And alljthe hon^ of their feardi, to fiich 

As for tfaemfelves alone themfelves hare rab'd. 

Hence every form of cultivated life 
In order fet, protected, and infpir'd, 110 

Into perfedioa ^vrought. Uniting all. 
Society grew nomerous, high, police^ 
And happy. Nurfe of art ! the dty rearM 
In beautwus pride her tower* encircled head ; 
Andy ^retching ilreet on (Ireet, by diouiands drew. 
From twining woody haunts, or the tough yew 1 16 
To bows ilrong-ilraining, her aijpiring &ns^ 

Then Commerce brought into the puUic walk 
The bufy merchant ; the big ware-hoole built ; 
Raised the ibong crane; d^ak'd up the loaded (beet 
With foreign plenty; and thy ftream, O Thames, 
Large, gentle, deep, majefHc, king of floods! ill 
Chofe for his grand refbrt. On either hand. 
Like a long wintry foreft, groves of mads 
Shot up their fpires; the bellying iheet between 
Poflefs^d the breezy void ; the fboty hulk 1 26 

Steer'd fluggifh on ; the fplendid barge along 
Row*d, regular, to harmony; around, 
The boat, light-ihimming, fbecch'd its oary wings; 
While deep the various voice of fervent toil 1 30 

From bank to bank increased; whencexibb'd with oak. 
To bear the British Thunjxer, hlack| and bold^ 
The roaring veffcl ruihM into the main. 

Them 
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Lilce the gay birds that fung them to repofe, 190 

Conteaty and carelefi of to-morrow's hre. 

Her form was frefher than the morning ro(e. 

When the dew wets its leaves ; unfbin'd, and pure. 

As is the lily, or the mountain fnow. 

The modeft virtues mingled in her eyes, 195 

Still on the ground dejeded, darting all 

Their humid beams into the blooming flowers ; 

Or when the mournful tale her mother told. 

Of what her faithleis fortone promis'd once, 

Thrill'd in her thought, they, like the dewy ilar 200 

Of evening, ihonein tears. A native grace 

Sat fair-proportion*d on her polifh'd limbs, 

Veil'd in a fimplc robe, tlieir beft attire. 

Beyond the pomp of drefs ; for lovelmefi 

Needs not the foreign aid of ornament, 205 

But is when unadom'd adorn'd the moil. 

Thoughtlefs of beauty, Ihe was beauty's felf, 

Keclufe amid the dofe-embowericg woods. 

As in the holbw breaft of Jfemne, 

Beneath the flielter of encircling hills, 210 

A myrtle rifes, far from human eye, 

And breathes its balmy fragrance o'er the wild; 

So flourifh'd blooming, .and unfeen by all, 

ThefweetLAViNiA; till, at length, compell'd 

By flrong Neceffity 's fupreme command, 2 1 5 

With fmiling patierfce in her looks, fhe went 

To glean Palemon's fields. The pride of fwains 

Palemon was, the generous, and the rich ; 

Who led the rural 'li& in all its joy 

And 
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And elegance, fuch as Arcadian fong 220 

Tranfinits from ancient uncoirupted times ; 

When tyrant cuilom had not fhackled Man« 

But free to follow Nature was the mode. 

He then, his fancy with autumnal fcenes 

Amuiing, chanc'd befide his reaper-train 925 

To walk, when poor Lavinia drew his eye; 

Unconfcious of her power, and turning quick 

With unaile^cd bluihes from his gaze ; 

He faw hercharmingy but he faw not half 

The charms her down-caft modeily conceal'd. 230 

That very moment love and chafte defire 

6prung in his bofbm, to himfelf unknown ; 

For flill the world prevail'd, and its dread laugh. 

Which fcarce the firm philofbpher can fcorn. 

Should his heart own a gleaner in the field : zy% 

And thus in fecret to his foul he figh'd. 

" What pity ! that fo delicate a form, 
*< By beauty kindled, where enlivening fenfe 
<^ And more than vulgar goodnefs feem to dwell, 
** Should be devoted to the rude embrace 240 

«* Of fome indecent dowft ! She looks, mcthinks, 
" Of old AcASTo's line; and to my mind 
'* Recalls that patron of my happy life, 
** From whom my libera) fortune took its rife ; 
** Now to the duft gone dgwn ; his houfes, land , 
*' And once fair-fpreading family, diifolv'jd. 24.6 
^* *Tis faid that in fome lone obfcure retreat, 
** Urg'd by remembrance fed, and decent pride, 

G 2 "Far 



124 A U T U M N. 

** Far from thoie fcenes which knew their better days, 
'^ His aged widow and his daughter live, - 250 

'* Whom yet my fruitlefs iearch could never find. 
'< Romantic wi& ! would this the daughter were !'* 

When, ftri^ enquiring, from herfelf he found 
She was the iame, the daughter of his friend. 
Of bountiful Ac a s to ; who can /peak 21^^ 

The mingled pafiions that furpriz'd his heart. 
And thro' his nerves in fhivering tranfport ran ? 
Then blaz'd his fmother'd flame, avow'd, and bold ; 
And as he view'd her, ardent, o'er and o'er. 
Love, gratitude, and pity wept at once. 269 

Confus'd, and frightened at his fudden tears. 
Her riflng beauties flulh'd a higher bloom, 
AsthusPALEMON, pafliouate, andjufl, 
Pour'd out the pious rapture of his foul. 

<< And art thou then Ac as to Vdear remains? 265 
** She, whom my reftlefs gratitude has fought, 
«* So long in vain ? O heavens! the very fame, 
<« The foftened image of my noble friend, 
« Alive his every look, his every feature, 
'« More elegantly touch'd. Sweeter than Spring ! 
«« Thou fole furviviiig bloflbm from the root 27 1 
*« That nourifli'd up my fortune I Say, ah where, 
<< Inwhatfequefler'ddefart, haft thou drawn 
<« The kindeftafped of delighted Heaven? 
<< Into fuch beauty fpread, and blown {o fair;- 275 
** Tho' poverty's cold windi and cruilung rain, 

« Beat 
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" Beat keen, and heavy, on thy tender years ? 

•' O let me now, into a richer foil, 

•* Tranfplant thee fafe ! where vernal funs, and fhowerj, 

•• DiiFufe their warmcft, largeft influence ; 280 

•* And of my garden be the pride, and joy ! 

«• 111 it befits thee, oh it ill befits 

" AcAsto's daughter, his whofe open ftores, 

*• Tho' vaft, were little to his ampler heait, 

" The father of a country, thus to pick 285 

•« Thevery refuf^ofthofeharveft-fields, 

•« Which from his bounteous friendfhip I enjoy. 

'' Then throw that ihameful pittance from thy hand» 

'< Butillapply'dtofucharaggedtafki 289 

** The fields, the mafter, all, my (air, are thine ; 

** If to the various bleffings which thy houfe 

** Has on me lavifh'd, thou wilt add that blifi, 

«< That deareft blifs, thepower of bkfling thee!'* 

Here ceas'd the youth : yet ftill his fpeaking eye 
Exprefs'd the facred triumph of his foul, 295 

With confcious virtue, gratitude, and love. 
Above the vulgar joy divinely raised. 
Nor waited he reply. Won by the charm 
Of goodnefs irreiiilible, and all 
In fweet diforder loft, ihe blufh'd confent. 300 

The news immediate to her mother brought, 
While, pierc'd with anxious thought, (he pin'd away 
The lonely moments for LAViNiA^s'fate; 
Amaz'd, and fcarce believing what fhe heard, 
Joy feiz'd her wither'd veins, and one bright gleam 
G 3 Of 
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Of fetting life ihone on her evening-hours : 506 

Not lefs enraptur'd than the happy pair j 

)yho flouriih'd long in tender blifs» and reared 

A numerous offspring, lovely like themfelves. 

And good, the grace of all the country rounds 310 

De r BATING oft the labours of the year. 
The fultry fi>uth coUedis a po^nt blaH. 
At UtR, the groves are icarcdy feen to itir 
Their trembling tops ; and a ftill murmur runs 
Along the foft-indioing fields of com. 3 1 j 

flit as the aerial temped fuller fwells^ 
And in one mighty flrcam, Invifiblei 
Immcnft, the whole excited atsiofpherc, 
Impetuouf ruAei oVf the funding world ; 
^ Mrain'd to the root» tbeflcoping foreft-pouri 320 
A nidliDg ibowisr of yi t untimely leaves. 
H gh*beat, the circling mountains eddy ioi 
From the bare wild* the diffipated ilonDi 
And fend it in a torrent down the vale. 
Expo^'d, and naked, to its utmoil rage, 315 

Thro' all the iea of harvefi JioUing round. 
The billowy plain floats wide i nor can evade, 
Tho' pliant to the blaft, its feizing force ; 
Or whirPd in air, or into vacant chaff 329 

Shook wailc. And fometlmes too a burfi of rain, 
^wept from the black hon'spn, broad, defcends 
In one continuous flood. Still over head 
The mingling temped weaves its gloom, and fUll 
The deluge deepens ; till the fields arouud 

lie 
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Lie funk, and flatted. In the fordid wave. 335 

Sudden, the ditches fwell ; the meadows fwim. 

Red, from the hills, innumerable ftreams 

Tumultuous roar ; and high above its banks 

The river lift; before whofe rushing tide, 3391 

Herds, flocks, and harvefb, cottages, and fwains, 

Koll mingled down ; all that the winds had (jpar'd 

In one wild moment rain*d ; the big hopes, 

And well-eam'd treafures of riic painful year. 

Fled 10 fome eminence, the hufbandman 

Helplefs beholds the miferable wreck 345 

Priving along ; his drowning ox at once 

Defcending, widi his labours fcatter'd round» 

He. fees; and inffamt o'er his ihivering thonght 

Comti Winter uapiovided, and atfam 

Of clamant children dear« Ye mailers, tben> 350 

Be miadfal of the rough laborioQs hand, 

.That finks you ibft in elegance and eafe $ 

Be mindful of dM)(e li«ibs in ruflet dad 

Whofe toil to yours is warmtii, and gracefnl pide ; 

And oh be mindfal of that fparing board> 35 j^ 

Which coven yours with luxury profufe, 

^akes your glais sparkle, and yonr fenfe rejoice ! 

^Nor cruelly demand what the deep rains, 

And all*iavolving winds have fwept away. 

Herb the rude clamour of the fportfman's joy, 360 
The gun faft-thundcring, and the winded horn; 
Would tempt the Mufe to fing the rural Garni : 
How, inhi&midHcareer, the ip»uel'ftrurit» 
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•StifF, by the tainted gale, with open nofe, 

Outftretch'd, and finely fenfible, i/ranvi fall, 365 

Fearful, and cautious^ on the latent prey ^ 

-As in the fun the circling covey bafk 

Their varied plumes, and watchful every way. 

Thro' the rough ftubble turn the fecret eye. 

Caught in the mefhy fnare, in vain they beat 37a 

Their idle wings, intangled more and more : 

Nor on the furges of the boundlefs air, 

Tho' borne triumphant, are they fafe; the gtm, 

Glanc'd juil, and fudden, from the fowler^s eye 

Overtakes their founding pinions $ and again^ 37 j 

Immediate, brings them from the towering wing, , 

Dead to the ground ; or drives them wide-difpers^df 

Wounded, and wheeling variousi down the wii^d* 

These are not fubjedh for ^e peaceful mufey 
Nor will ihe flain with fuch her fpotlefs fong s 380 
Then moil delighted, when ihe fodal fees 
The whole mix'd animal-creatioQ round 
Alive, and happy. *Tis not joy to her. 
This falfely-chearfiii barbarous game of death ; 
This rage of pleafure, which the refUefs yo nth 3 85 
Awakes, impatient, with the gleaming mom; 
When beafb of prey retire, that all night long, _ 
Urg'd by neceflity, had rang'd the dark. 
As if their conicions ravage ihun'd the light, 
Afliam'd. Not fo the Heady tyrant Man, 396 

Who with the thoughtleis infolence of power 
Jaflam'd, beyond the moft infuriate wrath 

Of 
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Of the worft monfter that c*er roam'd the waftc. 

For fport alone purfaes the cruel chace, 

Amid the beamings of the gentle days. 395 

Upbraid, ye ravening tribes, our wanton rage^ 

For hunger kindles you, and lawlefs want ; 

£ut lavifh fed, in Nature's bounty roll'd. 

To joy at anguifh, and delight In blood. 

Is what your horrid boibms never knew. 400 

Poor is the triumpli o*er the timid hare ! 
Scared from the com, and now to fome lone feat 
Retir'd : the ruihy fen ; die ragged furze. 
Stretched o'er the'flony heath ; the ftubble chapt; 
The thiftly lawn ; the thick entangled broom ; 405 
Of the fame friendly hue, the withered fern ; 
The fallow ground laid open to the fun, 
Conco£Uve ; and the nodding fandy bank. 
Hung o'er the mazes of the mountain brook. 
Vain is her beft precaution ; tho* (he fits 41 

Conceal'd, with folded ears ; unfleeping eyes. 
By Nature raisM to take the horizon in ; 
And head couch'd dofe betwixt her hairy feet. 
In aft to fpring away. The (cented dew 
Betrays her early labyrinth ; and deep, 415 

In fcattered fullen openings, far behind, 
With every breeze (he hears the coming florm. 
But nearer, and more frequent, as it loads 
The fighing gale, fhe fprings amaz'd, and all 
The favage foul of game ic up at once : 420 

The pack full-opening, various; the Ihrill horn 

G 5 Refounded 
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Refounded from the hills ; the neighing fteed» - 
Wild for the choice ; and the loud hunter's fhout; 
O'er a weak, hannlefs, flying creature, ^1 
Mix'd in mad tumidt, and di&x)rdant joy. 425 

Th e dag too, finglcd from the herd, where long 
He rang'd the branching monarch of -the fhades, 
Befbre the tempeft drives. At £rft,. in fpeed 
He, fprightly, puts his faith ; and, rous'd by fear. 
Gives all his fwift aerial ibul to flight ; 430 

i^gainfi the breeze he darts, that way the more 
To leave the lefiening m.urderoii3 cry bekiiid : 
Deception ihort ! the' fleeter than dbe wfiids 
Blown 6'er the keen-air'd mouatain by the north* 
He burds the thickets, glances thro* the gladcf, 455; 
And plunges deep into the wilded wood. 
\^ flow, yet fure, adheflve to the track 
Hot-fleaming, up behind him come again 
Th' inhuman tout, and from the fliady depth 
Expel him, circling thro' his every ftiift. 440 

He fweeps the foreft oft ; smd fobbing fees 
The gladc6> mild opening to the golden day ; 
Where, in kind contefl, with his butting friends 
He wont to ftruggle, or 4iis loves enjoy. 
Oft in the full-defccnding flood he tries 4^5, 

To lofe the fcent> and lave his burning fldes : 
Oft feeks the herd; the watchful herd, alarm'd. 
With ftlfifli care avoid a brother's woe. 
What fliall he dp ? His once fo vivid nerves> 
So full of buoyant Ipirit^ uo^ no more 4^0 

Inipixe 
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Infpire the courfe ; but fainting breathlefs toilj^ 

Skk, feizes on his heart : he ilands at bay ; 

And puts his lail weak refuge in defpair. 

The big round tears rua down his dappled fice; 

He groans in anguifli ; while the growling pack, 4^5 

Bipod-happy, hang at his &ir jutting cheft. 

And mark his beauteous chequer'd fides with gore. 

Op this enough. But if the iilvan youdi, 
Whofe fervent blood boils into violence, 
Muft ha\'e the chace ; behold, defpifing flight, 460 
The rous'd-up lion, reiblute, and flow. 
Advancing full on the protended fpear. 
And coward-hand, that circling wheel aloof. 
Slunk from the qurem, and the troubled wood, 
See the grim wolf; on him his fliaggy foe 46^ 

Vindictive fix, and let the ruffian die : 
Or, growling horrid, as the brindled boar 
Grins fell deftrudtion, to the monfter*s heart 
Let the dart lighten from the nervous arm* 

These Britain knows not; gire,yeBR it ons then 
Your fportive fury, pitylefs, to pour 47 1 

Loofe on the nightly robber of the fold : 
Him, from his craggy winding haunts unearth*d> 
Let all the thunder of the chace purfue. 
Throw die broad ditch behind you; o'er the hedge 
High-bound, refiiUefs ; nor the deep morais 474 
Refufe, but thro' the (baking wildernels 
Pick your nice way ; into the perilous flood 
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Bear fearlefi, of the raging infUnd full; 

And as you ride the torrent, to the banks 4^ 

Your triumph found fonorous, running round. 

From rock to rock, in circling cchos toft ; 

Then fcale the mountains to their woody tops ; 

KuQi down the dangerous fteep; and o*er the lawn. 

In fancy fwallowing up the (pace between, 4S5 

Pour all your fpeed into the rapid game. 

For happy he f who tops the wheeling chace ; 

Ha3 every maze evolv'd, and every guile 

Pifclos'd ; who knows the merits of the pack ; 

Who iaw the villain ieiz'd, and dying hard, 490 

Without complaint, tho' by an hundred mouths 

Relentlefs torn : O glorious he, beyond 

His daring peers ! when the retreating horn 

Calls them to ghoftly halls of grey renown. 

With woodland honours grac'd ; the fox's fur, 495 

Depending decent from the roof ; andfpread 

Round the drear walls, with antick figwes fierce. 

The ftag's large front : he then is loudeft heard. 

When the night ilaggers with feverer toils. 

With feats TheJJalian Centaurs never knew, 500 

And their repeated wonders (hake the dome. 

But £rft the fuelM chimney blazes wide ; 
The tankards foam ; and the ftrong table groans 
Beneath the fmoaking iirloin, ftretch'd inmienfe 
From fide to fide ; in which, with defperate knife, 505 
They deep incifion make, and talk the while 
Of Eng L ANn's glory, ne'er to be defaced 

- , While 
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While hence they borrow vigour : or amain 

Into the pafty plung'd, at intervals. 

If ftomach keen can intervals sUlow, 5I0 

Relating all the glories of the chace. 

Then &ted Hunger bids his brother Tin'r/f 

Produce the mighty bowl ; the mighty bowl, 

Swell'd high with fiery juice, fleams liberal round 

A potent gale, delicious, as the breath 51^ 

OfMaia to the love-iick ihepherdeis. 

On violets diffused, while foft ihe hears 

Her panting ihepherd ftealing to her arms. 

Nor wanting is the brown October, drawn. 

Mature and perfed, from his dark retreat ^20 

Of thirty years; and now his honeft fix>nt 

Flames in the light refulgent, not afraid 

Even with the vineyard's beft produce to vie. 

To cheat the thirfty moments, whift a while 

Walks his dull round, beneath a cloud of fmoak, 52^ 

Wreath'd, fragrant, from the pipe ; or the quick dkr^ 

In thunder leaping from the box, awake 

The founding gammon : while romp-loving mi& 

Is haul'd about, in gallantry robuft. 

At laft thefe puling idlenefles laid 530 

Afide, frequent and full, the dry divan 
Clofe in firm circle ; and iet, ardent, in 
For ferious drinking. Nor evafion fly. 
Nor fober ftiift, is to the puking wretch 
Indulg'd apart ; but earneft, brimming bowb 535 
Lave every ibul| the table floating rpund. 

And 
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And paveasent» faithlefs to the fuddled foot* 

Thus as they fwim in mutual fwill, the talk. 

Vociferous at once from twenty tongues, 539 

Reels fall from theme to theme; from hories, hounds. 

To church or miflreis, politicks or ghoil. 

In endlefs mazes, intricate, perplexed. 

Mean-time, with fudden interruption, loud, 

Th* impatient catch burfts from the joyous heart ; 

That moment touch'd is every kindred foul ; 545 

And, opening in a full-mouth'd Cry of joy. 

The laugh, the flap, the jocund curie go round 1 

While, from their (lumbers fhook, the kenoel'd hpuads 

l/Gx in the mufic of the day again. 

As when the tempeft, that has vex'd the deep 550 

The dark night long, with fainter murmurs falls : 

So gradual iinks their mirth. Their feeble tongues^ 

Unable to take up the cumbrous word. 

Lie quite diiTolv'd. Before their maudlin eyes. 

Seen dim, and blue, the double tapers dance, 5.5^ 

iiike the fun wading thro' the miJdy iky. 

Then, Aiding foft, they drop. Confus'd above, 

Glaf?es and bottles, pipes and gazetteers, 

As if the table even itfelf was drunk, 

Lie a wet broken fcene ; *and wide, below, 560 

Is heap-d the focial flaughter : where aftridc 

The luhlfer Ponver in filthy triumph fits. 

Slumbrous, inclining ftill from iide to fide. 

And deeps theai drench'd in potent fleep till mom. " 

Perhaps fome dodor, of tremendous paunch, 565 

Awful and deep, a black abyfs of drink> 

Cut- 
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Out-lives them all; and from hit bury'd flock 
Retiring, full of ruminauon fad, 
Laments the w^knefs of theie latter times. 

But if the rougher fex by this fierce ^port 570 
Is hurried wild, let not fuch horrid joy 
E'erflain the bofbm of the British Fa;r» 
Far be the ipirit of the chace from them \ 
Uncomely courage, unbefeeming ftiH ; 
To ipring the/cnce, to.reio the prancing R«ed ; ^7^ 
The cap, the whip, the mafcuiine attire. 
In which they roughen to the ienfe, and all 
The winning foftnefs of their fex is loft* 
In them 'tis graoeRil to diilblve at woe ; 
With every motion, every word, to wave 5 80 

Quick o'er the kyidling cheek the ready blnik; 
And from the imalleft violence to (hrink^ 
Unequal, then the lovejieft in their fears j 
And by this filent adulation, 6>ft, 
To their prote^ion znore engaging Man. 5&(p 

O may their eyes no miferable fight. 
Save weeping lovers, fee ! a nobler game. 
Thro' Love's enchanting wiles purfued, yet fled. 
In chace ambiguous. May their tender limbs^ 
Float in the loofe fimplicity of dreis I 5 90 

And, faihion'd all to harmony, alone 
Know they to feize the captivated foul, 
In rapture warbled from love-breathing Hps ; 
To teach the lute to languiih } with finooth ^ep, 

Difclofins 
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Diicloiing motion in its every charm, 59^ 

Tafwim along, and fwell the mazy dance ; 

To train the foliage o'er the fnowy lawn \ 

To guide the pencil, turn the tuneful page; 

To lend new flavour to the frui^ul year. 

And heighten Nature's dainties ; in their race 600 

To rear their graces into fecond life ; 

To give Society its highefl tafte ; 

Well-ordered Home Man*s beft delight to make; 

And by fubmiflive wifdom, modeft ikill. 

With every gentle care-eluding art, 60 j; 

To raife the virtues, animate the blifs. 

And fweeten all the toils of human life : 

This be the female dignity, and praife. 

Ye (wains now haften to the hazel-bank; 
Where, down yon dale, the wildly-winding brook 
Falls hoarfe from fleep to fteep. In dofe array, 6 1 1 
Fit for the thickets and the tangling flirub, 
Ye virgins come. For you their lateft fong 
The woodlands raife ; the cluttering nuts for you 
The lover finds amid the fecret (hade ; 620 

And, where they burnifh on die topmoft bough. 
With a6live vigour cru(hes down the tree ; 
Or (hakes them ripe from the reiigning huflc, 
A gloffy (hower, and of an ardent brown. 
As are the ringlets of Mei-inda's hair: 62 5 

Me LIN DA form'd with every grace complete. 
Yet thefe negledUng, above beauty wi(e. 
And far tranfcending fuch a vulgar praife. 

HCKCB - 
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Hence from the bufy joy-refounding ficHs, 
In chearful error, let us tread the maze 630 

Of Autumn, onconfin'd; and tafte, reviv'd. 
The breath of orchard big with bending fruit. 
Obedient to the breeze and beating ray, 
From the deep-loaded bough a mellow (hower 
InceiTant melts away. The juicy pear 63 j 

Lies, in a foft profuiion, fcatter^d round. 
A various fweetnefs fwells the gentle race; 
By Nature's all-refining hand prepared; 
Of tempered fun, and water, eardi, and air, 
In ever-changing compofition mixt. 64^ 

Such, falling frequent thro* the chiller night. 
The fragrant ftores, the wide-projefted heaps 
Of apples, which the luHy-handed year, 
Innumerous, o'er the bluihing orchard ihakes. . 
A various ipirit, freih, delicious, keen,' 645 

P wells in their gelid pores; and, a^live, points 
The piercing cyder for the thirfty tongue : 
Thy native tHiemCt and boon infpirer too, 
Ph iLLXPS, Pom»nah bard, the fecond thott 
Wha nobly durft, in rhyme-unfetter'd verfe, 650 
With British freedom fing the British ibng: 
How, from Silurian vats, high-iparkling wines 
Foam in tranfparent floods; fome fhrong, to cheer 
The wintry revels of the labouring hind ; 
And taileful fome, to cool the funmier-honrs. 655 

In this glad feafon, while his fweeteft beams 
The fun ihcds equal o'er the meekened day; 

Oh 
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Oh lofe flie in the green de^ghtM walks 

Of, DoDiNGTON, thy feat, ferene and fdain ; 660 

Where fimple Nature reigns ; and every view^ 

Diffuiive> fpreads the pure D^r/etian downs* 

In boundlefs profped ; yonder fhagg'd with woodf 

Here rich with harvefl, and there white with flocks I 

Mean time the grandeur of thy lofty dome, 66^ 

Tar-iplendid, feizes on the ravilh'd eye. 

New beauties rife with each revolving day | 

New columns fwell ; and ilill the freih Spring find*. 

New plants to quicken*, and new groves tp greeii> 

tFuU of thy genius all I the Mufes' feat : 

Where in the ftcjvt bower* ud wkidtng walk* 670 

For virtuous Yo vmg and thee they twite the hi|r» 

Here wandenug oh, Sgi vnA the npfilds tkiift *■ 

Of thy appUttfe* I iblitary court 

Th' infpiring breece : and meditate the book 

Of Nature ever open 1 aiming thence* tj $. 

Warm from the heart> to learn the mocal fiuig. 

Here, as I ileal along the funny waU* * 

Where Autumn bafiu* with fruit empoi^led deep* 

Mf pleafing Theme contiaaal prompu my thoughts 

rrefents the downy peadi 1 the fluning plum 1 680 

The ruddy* fragrant nedarine; and dark* 

Beneath hie ample leaf* the lufcious fig. 

The vine too here her curling tendrils ihoots ; 

Hangs out her dufters* glowing to the iboth ; 

And fcarcely wilhes for a warmer fky* 68^ 

Turn 
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• Tu R N we a moment Fancy's raptid flight 
To vigorous foils, and dimes of fair extent^ 
Where, by the potent fun elated high. 
The vineyard fwells refulgent on the day ; 6S9 

Spreads o'er the vale ; or up the mountain cHmbs, * 
"Profufe ; and drinks amid the funny rocks. 
From cliff to cliff encreas'd, the heightened blaze. 
Low bend the weighty boughs. The cinders clear> 
Half thro' the foliage feen, or ardent Harney 
Or ihine tr anfparent ; while perfection breadici 6^$ 
White o'er the turgent film the living dew. 
As thus they brighten widi exalted juicei 
Touch'd into flavour by the mingling ray 1 
The rural youth and virgtni o^ the fleldi 
Each fbfid fcft each tQcuU A* autumnal prime^ j<fi 
^Sxuldng rove, and fpeak the vintage nigh. 
Then comes the cruihing fwain^; the country floats* 
And foams unbounded with the ma(hy floodf 
That by degrees fermtnted, and refin'd, 
Round the rais'd nations pours the cup of joy : 701 
The claret finooth, red as the Up we prefs 
In fparklkig fancy, while we drain the bowl 1 
The mellow-tafted burgundy 1 and quick, 
As is the wit it gives, the gay champaign*. 

Now, by the cOol declining year condens'd, 7 1 o 
Defcend the copious exhalations, check'd 
As up the middle iky unieen they dole, 
And roll the doubling fogs around the hill. 
No more the mountain, horrid, vafta fublime, 

Wh<l 
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Who ponrs a fweep of rivers from his Udes, 715 

And high betw^n contending kingdoms rears 

The rocky long divifion^ fills the view 

With great variety ; but in a night 

Of gathering vapour, from the baffled fen& 

Sinks dark and dreary. Thence expanding far, 720 

The huge duik, gradual, fwallows up the plain ; 

Vaniih the woods ; the dim-feen river feems 

Sullen, and flow, to roll the miily wave. 

Even in the height of noon oppreft, the fun 

Sheds weak, and blunt, his wide-refraf^d ray ; ,725 

Whence glaring oft, with many a broadenisd orb» 

He frights the nations. IndifUn£l on earthi 

Seen ^o' the turbid air, beyond the life 

Objedls appear } and, wildered, o'er the wafle 

The fhepherd Halks gigantic. Till at laft . 7 jO 

Wreath'd dtm around, in deeper circles flill 

Succefflve dofing, fits the general fog 

Unbounded o*er the world ; and, mingling thick, 

A formlefs grey confufion covers all. 

As when of old (fo fung the Hebrew Bard) 73$ 

Light, uncollected, thro* the chaos urg'd 

Its infant way ; nor Order yet had drawn 

His lovely train from out the dubious gloonu 

These roving mifts, that conftant now beghi 
To fmoak along the hilly country, thefe, 740 

With weighty rains, and melted Alpine fhows. 
The mountain-ciftems fill, thole ample flores 
Of water, fcoop'd among the hollow rocks j 
• Whence 
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Whence gufh the ftreams, the ceafelefs fountains play* 

And their unfaih'ng wealth the rivers draw. 74 j 

Some fages (ay, that, where the numerous wave 

For ever laihes the refbunding fhore^ 

Driird thro' the fandy ftratum, every vfay. 

The waters with the Tandy dratum rife ; 

Amid whofe angles infinitely ftrain'd, 75$ 

They joyful leave their jaggy falts behind. 

And clear and fweeten, as they foak along. 

Nor flops the reiUefs fluid, mounting fUll, 

Though oft amidH th' irriguous vale it fprings ; 

But to the mountain courted by the ^nd, 755 

That leads it darkling on in faithful maze, . 

Far from the parent-main, it boils again 

Frefh into day ; and all the glittering hill 

Is bright with (pouting rills. But hence this vain 

Amufive dream ! why ihould the waters love 760 

To take ib far a journey to the hills. 

When the fweet valleys offer to their toil 

Inviting quiet, and a nearer bed ? 

Of if, by blind ambition led aftray. 

They mull afpire ; why (hould they fudden ibp 765 

Among the broken mountain's ruihy dells. 

And, ere they gain its higHefl peak, defert 

Th' attradlive fand that charmed their courfc fb long f 

Befides, the hard agglomerating falts. 

The fpoil of ages, would impervious choak 770 

Their fecret channels ; or, by flow degrees, 

High as the hills protrude the iwelling vales : 

Old Ocean too> fuck'd thro' the porous globe. 

Had 
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Had long ere now forfook his horrid bed. 

And brought Deucalion s watry times again. 775 

Say then, where lurk the vaft eternal (pnngs. 
That, like creating Nature, lie conceal'd 
From mortal eye, yet with their lavilh (lores 
K.efi:efh the globe, and all its joyous tribes ? 
O thou pervading Geniusy given to Man, 780 

To trace thefecrets of the dark abyfs, ^ 

O lay the mountains bare ! and wide diiplay 
Their hidden ftrudture to th'allonifti'd view ! 
Strip from the branching j^Jps their piny load ; 
The huge incumbrance of horrific woods 785 

From Jfian Tuurw^ from hnaus ftretch'd 
Athwart the roving Tartar^ fuUen bounds ? 
Give opening Hemus to my fearching eye. 
And high Olympus pouring many a ibeam ! 
O from the founding fummits of the north, ygg 

The Dofrine Hlh, thro' Scandinavia roU'd 
To fkrtheft Lafland and the frozen main ; 
From lofty Caucafusy far-feen by thofe 
Who in the Caspian and black Euxine toil ; 
From cold Ripbean Rocks, which the wild Ru/s 795 
Believes the * flony girdle of the World ; 
And all the dreadful mountains, wrapt in ftorm, 
Whence wide Siberia draws her lonely floods ; 
fweep th* eternal (hows ! Hung o'er the deep, 

• The MnfcMHiet call the Ripbean Mountains H^eUki C»mt* 
typtytf that is, tbi great fionyGi^dh: becaufe the/ fuppofe them 
to cacompafs the whole earth. 

That 
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That ever wcM*ks beneath his fouflding bafe, 800 

Bid Atlasj propping heayen, as Poets feign^ 
Hl6 fubterranean wonders fpread ! unveil 
The miny Caverns^ blazing on the day. 
Of Abyffinids clpud-compelling cliffs, 
And of the bending * Mountains of the Moon f 805 
QJertopping all thefe giant-fons of earth, 
VLet the dire Jm/es, from the radiant Line 
Stretch'd to the ftormy ieas that thunder rouncl 
The fouthem pole, their hideous deeps unfold ! 
Amazing fcene ! Behold! the glooms difelofe, 81O 

1 fee the rivers in their -infant beds ! 

Deep^ deep I hear them, laboring to get free I 

2 ice the leaning ftrata, artful rang'd ; 
The gaping fiifures to receive the riains. 

The melting fnows, and ever-dripping fogs. ,815 

Strow'd bibulous above I fee the iands. 

The pebbly gravel next, die layers then 

Of mingled moulds, of more retentive earths. 

The gutter'd rocks and mazy- running clefts ; 

That, while the Healing moifture they tranfinit, 820 

Retard its motion, and forbid its wafle. 

Beneath th' inceffant weeping of thefe dra'ns, 

I (ee the rocky fiphons ftretchM immenfe, 

The mighty rcfervoirs, of hardened chalk. 

Or ftiffcompaded clay, capacious form'd. 825 

Overflowing thence, the congregated (lores. 

The cryftal treafurcs of the liquid world, 

• A Range tf Mountains in 4^«W; .that Airr9isjia almeft •»! 
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Thro' the itirr*d fands a bubbling paflage burfi ; 

And welling out, around the middle ileep. 

Or from the bottoms of the boTom'd hilU, 830 

In pure effuiion flow. United, thus, 

Th' exhaling fun, the vapour- burdened air* 

The gelid mountains, that to rain condens'd 

Thefe vapours in continual current draw. 

And fend them, o*er the fair-divided earth, 835 

In bounteous rivers to the deep again, 

A fodal commerce hold, and firm fupporc 

The full-adjufled harmony of things. 

When Autumn fcatters his departing gleams, 
Wam'd of approaching Winter, gathered, play 840 
The fwallow-people ; and tois^d wide around. 
O'er the calm iky» in convolution fwift. 
The feathered eddy floats : rejoicing once. 
Ere to their wintry flumbers they retire ; 
In duflers clung, beneath the mouldring bank, 84S 
And where, unpierc'd by froA, the cavern iweats. 
Or rather into warmer dimes conveyed. 
With other kindred birds of feafon, there 
They twitter chearfiil, till the vernal mojnths 
Invite them wdcome -hack : for, thronging, now 85^ 
Innumerous wings are in commotion all. 

Where the Rhine lofes his majeftic force 
In Belgian plains, won from the raging deep, 
By diligence amazing, and the ftrong 
Unconquerable hand of Liberty, 855 

The 
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The ftork-affembly meets ; for many a day, 
Confuldng deep, and various, ere they Cake 
Their arduous voyage thro* the liquid iky. 
And now their rout defign'd, their leaders chofe. 
Their tribes adjufted, dean'd their vigorous wings; 
And many a cird^, many a fhort effay, 87 1 

Wheel'd round and round, in congregation fuU 
The figured flight afcends ; and, riding high 
The aerial billows, mixes with theclouds. 

Or where the Northern ocean, in vafl whirls, S75 
Boils round the naked melancholy ifles 
Of farthefl Thuie^ and the Atlantic furgc 
Pours in among die ftormy Hebrides ; 
Who can recount what tranfmigrations there 
Are annual made ? what nations come and go ? 880 
And how the living clouds on clouds arife ? 
Infinite wings! till all the plume dark air. 
And rude refounding fhore are one wild cry. 

Here the plain harmlefs native his fmallfk)ck. 
And herd diminutive of many hues, 885 

Tends on the little ifland's verdant fwdl. 
The fhepherd's fea-girt rdgn ; or, to the rocks 
Dire-dinging, gathers his ovarious food ; 
Or fweeps the fifhy fhore ; or treafures up 890 

The plumage, rifing full, to form the bed 
Of luxury. And here a while the Mufe, 
High-hovering o'er the broad cerulean fcene, . 
Sees Caledonia, in romantic view.: 

H Her 
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Her airy mountaias, &egti the wvf mg miaai, 895 

Invefled with a keeu diilttfive iky. 

Breathing the fodl acate ; her fon&s huge, 

Inculty robttft» andtall, by Natare's hand 

Planted of M; her azure lakes b^iwee»» 

Potir'd out extenfivey andof watry weakk -9M 

Full ; winding deep* and greea, her fertile rdts ; 

With many a cocdtranflscent iniflimtiigiiood 

Wafh'd lovely, ffom the Tivn^i ip9xtfaremt/9^am, 

Whofe pafloral banks firfl heard my Doric reed. 

With, filvaa JM, thy trtbutary Imok) ^05 

To where the north-inflated tempeft foams 

0*er Orcas or BaMmm*% h^heft peak : 

Nurfe ofapeople, ia imifertune's School 

Traiii'd up to hardy deeds ; fbon vifited 

By Lmrmngi when befejpe the Guthic rage 9 It) 

She took her wefiem ilight. A 'Suuily raoe^ 

Of unfubmitdng 4^it» wife and brave ; 

Who flill thfo' Ueedkg^ges firuggled kaid^ 

(As well unhappy Wallace can atteft. 

Great patriot-hcfoi ill-fequitsd chief!) 15^ 1 5 

To hold a generous unditniniih'd ftate; 

Too mudi in vain \ Henoe of tmequai bounds 

Impatiodt* and by te«ipting gk)ry borne 

O'er every Isuid, for eytry kild their life 919 

Has Bow'd profoie, their pierdng geniirs piamiW, 

And fwell'd the poaonp of peace dteir fahhfisil toil. 

As from thek own ckar north/ in radiant ftiea»8» 

y^^\.o^itx£urif9^sas&A<iifiJ^f^Mjmu 

Oh 
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OMisiikerenotCMiiepatmCy MvMkf^vr 
That beft» thM godUto^ Ltuwy is pl^ceijif 9«s 

Of bldling i^oafiiQids, thoufiuids yet unbom* 
Thio' iate pofterity ? fome, kcge of foul. 
To chear dcje£led induftty ? to give 
A dcMible haiveft to lite pining fwaia ? 
And teadi die labottiing hand the Iw^Aetsof toS ? 939 
H«v, bydiefineftaity the natiye robe 
To weave ; bow> white as hyperborean fnow. 
To form the ludd lawn ; with venturous oar 
How to dafli Wide the billow ; nor look on« 
Shamefully paiTive, while ^«/«i;/tf» fleets 935 

Defraud as of the glittering finny f w^rms, 
Tbat heaKe our £riilks, andoywd^iponojirihores; 
How ail-^nliveningitrade to «ou|(b^ ssyd wing 
The profperous (ail, from ev«iy growing port, 
Unii]pr*d, round the rea-incircled^lobe; 949 

An4 thus, iniic^ jwited as ia mvoofit 
Bid Britain reign the mifirc^s of the deep f 

Yjes^ there «re fuch. Anjd f itU on thae» Argyll^ 
Her hope, lier ftay, Iter daiiiog. And her boa(^ 
From her iirft patriots aixi her hen^es fpcui^, 94; 
Thy fond ip4>lQruig Coundy turns her e^ ; 
In thee, with itU a mother's triumph^ Tees 
Her every virtue, every grace coitfbin'd, 
Hergenias* wii<kmb her eog^^^i^g t^m. 
Her fside of honour, andiier «ourAge try'd> 959 
Calm, ^umI intr^ud* in jtbe varf tlvoat 
Of jTulphuroufi ti^ar, xm fioucHs idieaitfiii Jiddr , 

Hz Nor 



i4« A U T U M N. 

Nor lefsthe palm of peaee inwreatfaea tky hrow : 
For, powerful as diy (word, from thy rich tongue 
FerfuafioB flows, and wins the high debate ; 9^5 

VVhile nuVd in thee combine the charm of yondi. 
The force of manhood, and the depth of age. 
Thee, Forbes, too, whom every worth atteada. 
As truth iincere, as weeping friendihip kind* 
Thee, truly generous, and in filence great, 960 

Thy country feek thro* her reviving arts,^ 
Plan'd by thy wifdom, by thy foul inform'd ; 
Andfeldom has (he known a friend like thee. 

But fee the &ding many-oolour'd woods, 
^lade deepening over (hade, the country round 96$ 
Imbrown ; a crowded umbrage, duflc, and don* 
Of every hue, from wan declining green 
To iboty dark. Thefe now the lonefome Mufo, 
Low-whifpering, lead into their leaf-(lrown walks. 
And give the feafon in its lateft view. 970 

M E A N-T 1MB, light-fliadowing all, a fober calm 
Fleeces unbounded ether; whofe leaft waire 
Stands tremulous, uncertain where to turn 
The gentle current : while illumin'd wide^ 
The dewy-fldrted clouds imbibe the fun^ gyr 

And thro' their lucid veil his foftened force 
Shed o'er the peaceful world. Then is the timc^ 
i^or thofe whom wifdom and whom Nature charo^ 
To fbeal themfelves fiom the degenerate crowdy 
And fotf^vt this little fcene of Aings I 98^ 

To 
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To ti«ad low-thoughted vke beneath dieir feet; 
To ibothe the throbbing paffions into peace j 
And wooe lone ^et in her filent walksr 

Thus folitary, and in pen£ve guife; - 
Oft let me wander o*er the pxfkt mead, 9?^ 

And thro* the faddened ^evt^ where fcarce Is heard 
One dying flrain, to chear the woodman's t63t. 
Haply fome widowed fongHer pours his plaint. 
Far, in faint warblings, thro* the tawny copfe. 
While congregated thrufhcs, linnets, larks, 990 

And each wild throat, whofe artlefs flrains fb late 
Sweird all the mufic of the fwarming fhades, 
Robb*d of their tuneful fouls, now fhivcringfit 
On 'the dead tree, a full defpondent flock ; 
With not a brightnefs waving o*er their plumes, 995 
And nought fave chattering difcord in their uote» 
O let not, aim'd from fbme inhuman eye. 
The gun the muiic of the coming year 
Deiht>y; andharmlefs, unfufpeding harm. 
Lay the weak tribes, a miferable prey, 1000 

In mingled murder, fluttering on the ground ! 

Thb pale defcending year, yet pleaftng ftill, 
A gentler mood infpirea ; for now the leaf 
Inceflant ruflles from the mournful grove ; 
Oft ftartling fuch as, ftudious, walk below, X005; 
Apd flowly circles thro* the waving air. 
But fhould a quicker breeze amid the boughs 
Sob, o'er the iky die leafy^ deluge ftreams ; 

P 3 Tai 
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Till choak'd, and matted with the djieary &a99er. 
The forefl- walks, at everj riAng gale, iot€k 

Roll wide the wither'd wafle, and whiftle Ueak. 
Fled is the blailed verdure of the fields ; 
Andy fhrunk into&eir b«ds» the flowery not 
Their funny robes refigm Even what remained 
Of ftronger fruits falls from the naked tree ; i er^ 
And woods, fields, gardens, orchards^ all aroimd 
The deibkced profpea thrills the fi>ul. 

He comes ! he comes ! in every breeze the Powbr 
Of Philosophic Melancholy comes ! 
His near approach the fudden-ftarting tear, toao 

The glowing cheek, the mild dejeded air» 
The ^ftened feature, and the beating heart, 
Fierc*d deep with many a virtuous pai^, declare^ 
O'er all the foul his (acred influence breathes t 
Inflames imagination; thro' the breafl 102$ 

Infufes every tendemefs ; and far 
Beyond dim earth exalts the fwelling thoi^ht. 
Tea thoufand thottiand fle«t ideas, fucb 
As never mi&gled with the vulgar dreajA» 
Croud fad into the Mind's creative eye. IO30 

As fail the conre^ndent paffions rife, 
As varied, and as high : Devotion raisi'd 
To rapture, and divine aftoniikment ; 
The love of Nature uncoBfia'd^ and, chiefs 
Of human race ; the huge tmhki9w vfUkf iO}r 
To make them bleft; the %h fer fuflering ^Hmk, 
Loft in ob&iurity i t^ 9fM» kam^ 

Of 
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Of tyranNpside ; the fcAf lefs great reiblre ; 
The wonder which the dying patriot draws^ 
Infpiring gUay thro' remoteft time ; 1 040 

T};' awakened throb for virtue, and for fame ; 
The (ympathies of l0ve> and friexKkhip dear^ 
With aU the>c/«/ Offspring of the hestrt. 

Oh bear me then to vail embowering ihades. 
To twilight groves, and viiioDary vales ; ^ 1045 

To weeping grottoes, and prophetic gloon?^ ; 
Where angel-forms a^wart the ibiemn dufl;» 
Tremendous fweep, or ieem to fweep along ; 
And voices more tha^i human* thro' the void 
Deep-founding, feixe th' enthufiallic ear ! 1050 

Or is Jhis gloom too much ? Then, lead,, ye powers^ 
That o'ier the garden and the rural feat 
Preiide, which fhining thro' the chearful land 
In countlefs numbers blefl Britannia fees ; 
O lead me to the wide-extended walks, 1055 

The fair majeftic paradife of Stowe ♦ I 
Not Perfian Cyrus on Ionia's fhore 
E'er faw fuch filvan icenes ; fuch various art 
By genius fir'd, fuch ardent genius tam'd 
By cool judicious art ; that, in the ilrife, 1060 

AU-beauteous Nature fears to be outdone, 
j^^nd there, O Pitt, thy country's early boaft. 
There let me fit beneath the iheltered flopes. 
Or in that f TempU where, in future times, 

• The feat of the Lord Vifcount Otbbam. 

f The Temple of Virtue in StowfOardtnt^ 
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Thou well ihalt merit a diftingnifli'd name ; ie6f 
Andy with thyconverTe bleft, catch the laft /miles 
Of Autumn beaming o'er the yellow woods, 
^hile there with thee th' inchanted round I walk. 
The regulated wild> gay Fancy then 
Will tread in thought the groves oi Jttic LanJi 1070 
Will from thy ikndard tafte refine her own, 
Comeft her pencil to the pureft truth 
OfNature, or, the nnxmpaffion'd fhades 
Foriakingy raiie it to the human mind. 
Or if hereafter fhe, with y»^^ hand, ' 1075 

Shall draw the tragic fcenc, infhuA her thou. 
To mark the varied movements of the heart, 
. What every decent charaftcr requires. 
And every paflion fpeaks : O thro* her ftrain 
Breathe thy pathetic eloquence ! that moulds 1080- 
Th' attentive fenate, charms, perfuades, exalts^ 
Of hoRcft zeal th' indignant lightning throws. 
And (hakes corruption on her venal throne. 
While thus we talk, and thro' Eiyjian Vales 
Delighted rove, perhaps a iigh efcapes : 1085 

What pity. Cob bam, thou thy verdant files 
Of ordered trees fhouldft here inglorious range, 
Inllead of fquadrons flaming o'er the field. 
And long-embattled hoils I when the proud foe 
The faithlefs vain diihirber of mankind, logo 

Infulting Gauly iias rous'd the world to war ; 
When keen, Once more, within their bounds to pre& 
Thofe poHfh'd robbers, thofe ambitious flaves. 

The 
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The British Yoitth would haH thy wife command. 
Thy tempePd ardor and thy veteran fkitl. 1095 

The weflem fan withdraws the fhortened day^ 
And humid evening, gliding o'er the iky. 
In her chill progrefs, to the ground condens'd 
The vapours throws. Where creeping waters ooze^ 
Where marfhes ftagnate, and where rivers wind, 1 100 
Clufter the rolling fogs, and fwim along 
The dulky mantled lawn* Mean-while the moon; 
FuU-orl/d, and breaking thro' the fcattered douds» 
Shews her broad vifage in the crimibn'd eaft. 
Tum'd to the fun diredi, her fpotteddiik, 1 105. 

Where nK)ttntains rife, umbrageous dales deicend. 
And caverns deep, as optic tnbedefiuries, 
A fmaller earth, gives us his blaze again. 
Void of its flame, and iheds a-(bfter day. 
Now thro' the paflixig cloud ihe feems to fioop, 1 1 1 0» 
Now up the pure cerulew rides fublime. 
Wide the pale deluge floats, and flreaming mild 
O'er the fky'd mountain to the fliadowy vale. 
While rocks and floods reflect the quivering ^eam,. 
The whole air whitens with a boundlefs tide 1 1 1 ^ 
Of iilver sadiance, trembling round the world. 

But when half blotted from the (ky herb'ghty 
Fainting, permits the flarry fires to bum 
With keener liiftre thro' the depth of heaven j 
Or near extind her deadened orb appears,. hiz^ 

And (carce appears, of iickly beamleis white; 

H s Oft 
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Oft in this (eafon» fikot from th^ nfxA 

A blazeof meteors ihoots : 9a/[w9e(fmg fiyff 

The lower fkies, they all at once converge 

High to the crown of lies^ea, 9nd.aU aA once I »5 

Kelapfing quick as quickly reai&en4; 

And mix, and tkwart, ex(i]iguiih> aaA^KoagWf^ 

All ether couriii^g i^ a ma;ie of light. 

From look to kok, conttgioiis thio' dM ^sowd^ 
The panic rons^ and into wondioas flH^pet i ^3^ 

Th' appearaace throws : Annies ui swtt 9m^^ 
Throng'd wiUi aerial ^«an, andfto^ •f fift-i 
Till ijtkt long Hoes of fiill-«xte»ded w«r 
In bleeding fight conuaixt^ the Anfiiiae 1^4 
Rolls a broad ilaaghter o'er the f]mn»^k$mmk i IH 
As thus they fcan the vifionasy fceae^ 
Cn all fides fwells the fiiperftkioiis din» 
Incontinent ; and buiy fieiv&y talks 
Of blood and 1;KUtle ; cities ovestvm'cL 
And lace at night in fwa^owing eaEthqaake imk^ 
Or hideoa& wrapt in fierce aicendinig flame y . 1 141 
Of faUow faHune* inundation^ {tenn ; 
Of pdlilencey and every gre^t dijteefs ; 
Empires fabvers'd» when roling &te hafi &:«cjs 
The unalterable hour : even Nature's felf * I4S 

Is deem'd to totter on the. brink of dme. 
Not fo the Main of philofo{>hic eye. 
And infped fage ; th^ waving brightnefr he 
Curious furveySf inquigcive to kmw 

The 
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TliQcaxifesp Hud iMteciftls^ yetunfix'd^ 115P 

Of tliis appeara^pKe busaucifiil and new. 

Now blfck, tmd <faep, tW night begins to faiU 
A ihade inynenfe. Sunk in the quenching gtopm^ 
Magnificent and va^ are heaven and ear^ 
Q^dv confimndfti lies ;, all beauty void ; 1 15 $ 

Diib'n^on loll ; and gay variety 
Onft iwiyef&l blot : finch die fair power 
0£lig]fgi, U)tkindk aad fveate- the whole. 
Drear is the te^ of the benighted wretch,. 
Who ,tl^a, 1iewAier'd> . wanders thro' the datk, 1 1 6« 
FhU of pale ^ncie«> and chisBera^s Imge^ 
Nor vifitedby onedan^trire rgy^ 
From cotta^ ftresmi ng^ or from airy hall. 
Perhaps impatient a^ lie AandblesxiiB, 
Struck from ;tjie soot c^ flimy vttflies^ bhicv 1 16$ 

The wild-fiK icattnrfr roundy or gathered firaik < « 
A l^agdi of flfBie deceitful o'ar the mofs 1 
Whither deco/d by ^e hnta^ biaze» 
Now laftaainow Feaew*d» he finks abforpt, 
'Rider and hoHe, amid the miry gulph : - 1 170 

While ftill, . &ofi» day to day, his pining wile. 
And plaintive children his return await,, 
in wild coDJe^ure lofti At other times. 
Sent by the leeter Gmtn of the night. 
Innoxious, . gka^niiig on the horfe's mane^ yx 75; 

The. meteor fits ; and fliews the narrow path„ , 
That winding, leads thro' pits of death, or el(e 
Infixuds himhow to lake the dangefeus fcKNL 
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Thb lengthened night elaps'd« the morning fiiiiies 
Serene, in all her dewy beanty bright 1 1801 

Unfolding fair the lalt autumnal day. 
And now the mounting fun diipds the feg; 
The rigid hoar-froft melts before his beam ; 
And hung on every fpray» on every blade 
Ofgrais, the myriad dew-drops twinkle round. 118^ 

Ah (be where robb'd> and mufder*d» in dmt pif^ 
Lies the ftill heaving hive 1 at evening fnatch^d. 
Beneath the doud of guilt-conceaHng night. 
And fi^d o'er fu^hor : whiky not dreaaung 31, 
The happy people, .in their waxen cells, 11^ 

Sat tending public cares, and planning ichemet 
Of temperance, for Winter poor j rejoiced^ 
To mark, full flowing round, their copious fiores*. 
Sudden the dark oppreffive fleam afcends; 
And, ufiTd to milder fcents, the tender raoe» ir^j^ 
By thoufandis, tumbles from their honeyed domcs^ 
Convolved, and agonizing in the duft 
And was it then for this you roam'd the Springs 
Intent from flower to flower? for this yoo toil*d 
Ceafele& the burning Summer-heats away ? 1 20^ 

For this in Autumn, fearch'd the blooming wafte. 
Nor loft one funny gleam ? for this fad £ite ? 
O Man ! tyrannic lord I how long, how long. 
Shall profh-ate Nature groan beneath your n^;e^ 
Awaiting renovation ? Whenobliged^ iioc 

jMofl you defboy ? Of their ambrofial food 
Q^ you not borrow ; a^, in juft retom» 

Affofd 
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Afbrd them flielter from the wmtiy wfedrr 

Or, as the iharp year pinches, mth their own 

Again regale them on fome fmiling day f tttat 

See where the fiony bottom of their town -^ 

Looks deiblate, and wild ; with here and there" 

A helpleis namber, who the roin'd ftate 

Survive, lamenting weak, caftont to death,' 

Thus a proud city, ^pulousandricli,, I2ij* 

FuHof the works of peace, and high in joy. 

At theatre or feaft, or funk in fleep, 

(As late, Palermo, was thy fate) is /eizM 

By fome drc^ad eartUquake, and ^mvulfive hurPd 

Sheer from the black foundation, fiencb-inyolv'dy. 

Into a gulph of blue faljphureous flame* 1 22 i 

Hence every harfher figjiitl §ot now the day, 
CTer heaven and earth difFus'd» grows wacm> and High^ 
Infinite fplendor ! wide invefUng all. 
How ftill the breeze ! fave what the filmy threads 
Of dew evaporate bruihes from the plain. 1 zzS 

How clear the doudlefs fky ! how deeply ting'd. 
With a peculiar blue ! the ethereal arch 
How fwell'd immenie! amid whoie azure thronl 
The radiant fun how gay ! kow calm below 123,01 
The gilded earth ! the harveft-treafures all 
Now gathered in, beyond the rage of ftorms. 
Sure to the fwain ; the circling fence (hut up;, 
And inftant Winter's utmoft rage defy'd. 
While, loofe to feftive joy, die country round ] 23$ 
Laughs with the loud ftncerity of mirth,^ 
Shook to the wind their caiea* The toil-flrung youtb 

.By 
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By the qoicfc tmk ef mdk tfm^ tloM^ 

Leaps wildty l^vctfiU in the Imly 4»Qec^ 

Her every chana abroad, the Tilli^ertOAft* t^(0 

Young, buxoiDy wans* in native beaiiQr 2iicb» . 

Darts not-UBneaaisf Ic^si and, vsh^ kcr «yeL 

Points an approving {nukr with doublie fepicc^ 

The cudgeLrattk^y ajdd t]^ wreiUeitwia^ 

i(^ge too fhines outj a]>d» garruloo^, r^iBfwUM. 1145 

The feats of yoiafL Thus th«y rejoice ; nor ttmk. 

That, with to-morrow's fun, theinanniwltojl^ 

Begins againtbe aeyer-ceaiing rpodd. 

Oh knew he bat his happinefi, ofl/kn 
The happieft he ! who far ftqnf, public rage, 1 250 
Seep in the vale, with a cifoiuFi<w retired; 
Drinks the pure pleaijires of the RuaAL IfiFE* 
VfhfiX tho* die dome be wanting, whoie proud g|at^ 
Each morning, vomits out die fneaking. crow4 . 
Of fiattere]:s falfe, and in their turn abu&M ? 1^5, j 
Vile intercourfe ! What dip*^ the glittering robe, 
Of every huercflefted Kght can give. 
Or floati^g^ loof^ or ftiff widi mazy gol4 
The pride and gaze of fools f oppreft hipi. npt f 
Whatdxo% from utmbft land iandfta purveyed, 126a 
For him each rarer tributary life 
Bleeds not, aad 1^ iniatiate table heaps 
With luxuiy, and death ?- What tlw' his^ hdmi 
Flames nIH witii coftly juice^ nor funk in bed«> 
Oft of gay cart, he toflea- out elie night, 1 2% 

Qt melta^the thoaghtlefs koun in idte fUite ? 
'What tho' he knowa not dioie iantaflic joys,. 
Thatiatamifc the wanton,, ^ftill deceive i 
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Tkeir bollow momeitfi ondsli^ttfl ill > '' 1270 

Sure peace i^ his ^ 1^ iblid life, etemg^d 

To difappointmeat^ and hlQaaooB bope : 

Rich in con||Q«t» ia Nafeure'a bomu^tiioli* 

In herbs and fruits ; wliatever ^tw ths Spriog> 1174. 

Wben heaven defiMqds ia (bowets f ar bsjids the IxMigb^ 

When Summer veddansj taiwibBa Aiitiam beams s 

Or in the wintry gkbe whatever Ijes 

Conceal'd, and kittens with tba ndMMi: f4]l r 

Thefe are not wanting i new the mlk^ dmr^ 

XiU^uriant, fpvead o'er all the bwiog. val« ^ 12^ 

Nor bleating mpuntf^ns $ a^r the chide of i|reaiiis» 

And hum of bees» ]Qviti9|; ileep ^x^:!^ 

Into die guiklefs br^, benea^th the Qi^t^ 

Or thrown at hrge amid the fn^graat hay ; 

Nor ou^ befidcs bfprofpe^, pove, qt lbng,_ itj^g^ 

Oha grottoes^ giteamtng lakes, and fomitaiQ ckar* 

Here too dwdb flmple truth; phki innocence ;. 

Unfullied beauty ; found unbjTC^en youth,. 

Patieint of kbour^ wkh a tittle pkatfM ; 

Health ever blooaiki|^f iinambitftHis totf ;: 1290 

Calm ooiitefliplfltioa> nid poetic eafe* 

Let others brave the flood in queft of gafli,. 
And beat, for joyUis months,, the gloomy wave^ ,, 
Let fuch as deem it gbiy to deftroy,. 
Ruih into bloody the fick of titles feek ; 1 2.95 

Unpierc*d, exulting in the widow's waij,. 
The virgin's ihriek, and infant's trembling cry,. 
Let fome> far^diftant from their native foii^ 

Urg'd 
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Urg'd or by want of hardened avarice^ 

Find other lands beneath another fun. tjoo 

Let this through cities work his eager way. 

By legal outrage and eflabliih'd guile. 

The fodal fenfe exdnd ; and that ferment 

Mad into tumult the fedidous herd. 

Or melt them down to flavery. Let thefe 1305^ 

Infn»e the wretched in the toils of law. 

Fomenting difcord, and perplexing right» 

An iron race ! and thok of fairer i&ont, 

iBut equa^ inhumanity, in courts, 

DduEve pomp, and dark cabals, delight; 13 iq 

Wreathe the deep bow, diffufe the lying fmile» 

And tread the weary labyrinth of Hate. 

While he, from alt the fiormy paflions free ' 

That leftleis Men involve, hears, and but hears. 

At diHance (afe, the hum^ tempeft roar, i ytg 

Wrapt dofe in confcioos peace. The M of kingS|» 

The rage of nations, and the crufli of ftates. 

Move not the Man, who, from the world efcapM^ 

In fiill retreats, and flowery folitudes. 

To Nature's voice attends, from month to months 

And day to day, thro' the revolving year; 13 2 B 

Admiring,, fees her in her ev^ry ihape ; 

Feels all her fweet emotions at his heart; 

Takes what ihe liberal gives, nor thinks of more. 

He, when young Spring protrudes the buriling gems^ 

Marks the firft bud, and fucks the healthful gale 1 326 

Into his frefhened foul ; her genial hour^ 

He full enjoys ; and not a beauty blows, 

Aa 
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And not an opening bloflbm breatkes in vam. I 

In Summer he, beneath the living (hade, 1330 

Sach as o'er frigid Tempe wont to wave. 

Or Hemurcool, reads what the Mufe, of thefe 

Perhaps, has in immortal numbers fung ; 

Or what ihe didlates writes : and> oft an eye 

Shot round, rejoices in the vigorous year. 1335 

When Autumn's yellow luftre gilds the world. 

And tempts the fickkd fwaininto the field, 

Seiz'd by the general joy, his heart diftends 

With gentle throws ; and, thro' the tepid gleams 

Deep mufing, then he leji exerts his fong. 1 340 

Even Winter wild to him is full of blifs. 

The mighty tempefl, and the hoary wa^. 

Abrupt, and deep, Hretch'd o'er the buried earth. 

Awake to iblemn thought. At m'ght the ikies, 

I^os'd, and kindled, by refining froil, 134$ 

Pour every luftre on th' exalted eye. 

A friend a book the dealing hours iecnre. 

And mark them down for wifiiom. With fwift wing. 

O'er land and fea imagination roams ; 

Or truth, divinely breaking on his mind, 1 35a 

Elates his being, and unfdds his powers ; 

Or in his breaft heroic virtue bum&. 

The touch of kindred too and love he feels ; 

The modeft eye, whofe beams on his alone 

Extatic fhine ; the little ftrong embrace 1355 

Of pratling children, twin'd around his neck,. 

And emulous to pleafe him, calling forth 

The fond parental foul. Nor purppfe gay, 

Amuibnent* 
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Amn&meoU daPiCC^ or fi>ag». hgi fymiiy£sxuDMr^ 

For bappinefs and true pUlolb^hy 1 360 

Are of the focial ftill^ and Aniling kind. 

This is tlie life which thoife who &et in guilt. 

And guilty cities n^er knew ; the lift, 

Led by psmeval ages, uncorrupr, 1 3^4 

Whon angels dwelt,, and Goj> hinrel^ wiA Man I 

Oh Natukb ! aU-fufficient ! overall I 
Ihrich me with the knowledge of Ay works f 
Snatch me to heaven ; thy rolling wonders there. 
World beyond world, in infinite extent, 
Profufely icattered o^er the blue immeniey 1370 

Shew me ; their motions, pdriods, and their laws^ 
Give me to Aran ; diro' the diicloiing deep 
Light my Wind way : the tmnenl^rata there; 
Tteaft> blooafting, thence the vegetable woxid; 
O'er that the rifmg fyftem, more complex, 1375 

Of animals; and higlier dill, the mind« 
The varied-icene of quick-compounded thought^ 
And where the mixing paffioiis endlefs fhift ; 
Thcfe ever open to my raviih'd eye ; 
A fearch, the fl^ of time can ne'er eidianft ! 1 3 So 
But if to that unequal; 'f the blood. 
In fluggiihftreamsabMtm/ heart, fbrlud 
That hji ambidon^ wider doiing fliades. 
Inglorious, lay Me b^ the bwly brook. 
And whi%^ to my dreams. Froni Thee begin, 158$ 
Dwell all on Thb^e^ with Thee conclude my fong ; 
And let me never nercr ftraj from Thee f 

winter; 
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The Argument. 

fht/ubje^ fropajed. Addv^s to the earl of Wi l m inc- 
TOU. Firft approach of Winter, According to the 
natural courfi of thefeafon^ 'varioia forms defcrihed*. 
Rain. Wind, Snow, The driving of the fnonvs: 
A Man perijhing among them; 'whenet re/Ufffiane on 
the wants and miferies of human hfe* The woha 
defending from the Alps and Apennines. A ivin" 
ter-ewning difcribed : as fpent hy philoJophers\ hyth$ 
iountry people \ in the city, Froft. AnsiiwofWin^ 
ter within the polar Cirde. d thaw. The wheb 
ioncluding with moral refusions on a future Jieat^ 
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SEEy Winter comes, to rule the varied year. 
Sullen, and fad, with all his riflng train ; 
Fapours^ and Clouds ^ and Storms. Be theie my theAf* 
Thefe, that exalt the foul to folemn thought. 
And heavenly mufing. Welcome, kindsed glooms \ 5 
Cogenial horrois, hail J with frequent foot, 
Pleas'd have I, in my chearful mom of life. 
When nurs'd by cardefs folitude I liv'd. 
And fung of Nature with uaceaiing joy, 
PleasM have I wander'd thro* your rough -domain; 10 
Trod the pure virgin-ihows, myieifas pure; 
Heard the winds roar, and the big torrent burft; 
Or feen the deep fermenting tempeft brew'd. 
In the grim evening fky. Thus pafs'd the time. 
Till thro' the ludd chambers of the fouth .1 ^ 

Xook'd out the joyous Spring, look'd out, and fmil'd. 

To thee, the patron of berfirfi eSsy, 
The Mule, O Wilminjston ! renews her ibng. 
Since has (he rounded the revolving year : 
Skim'd the gay Spring ; on eagle-pinions borne, 20 
Attempted through the Summer-blaze to rife; 
Then fwept o*er Autunm with the fhadowy gale ; 
And now junoftg the wiQtry clouds again, 

Roird 
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)loll*d in the doubling Horm, ihe tries to foar ; 

To twtXl her ncfte with aB The ruftung winds ; tj 

To fuit her founding cadence to the floods ; 

As ts her thome, her numbers wildly great: 

Thrice happy ! could Utie fill thy jtrdging car 

With bold defcription, and with manly thought. 

Nor 1^ tkott ^dM*4 m «w^ fekemes ^one, }# 

And how to majoe a ifiigiity feopkthrive : 

Bttt^^tuaigoedntfft, foioid iiicegrityy 

A firm unfiiakoR uiKMnvapted-ibul 

Anii « ffiding age^ "Mid bunung Haftrng, 

Not vainly Classing |»r thy coun^« wcbI, Jf 

A fteady ipirit«guki^y*fi«c; 

Thefe, each exahing^ach, thefbtdman fight 

Into the patriot; tflnie, the pdblic hope 

And -eye to thee converting, bidtheMufe 

Record what -envy dares net ^ttery cail. 4a 

Now wlieii th^ chcarlefi empire of the &y 
To Ct^f^om the -Cintaur Archer yields. 
And fierce /f«tfW«i, ftainsih' inverted year; 
H-ung o'<r theiartheft verge of heav.eii, the fun 
Scarce fpreads o'er ether the dejeded day. . 4 5 

Faint are his gleams, and inefledual ihoot 
His fbraggling rays, in horizontal lines. 
Thro' the thick air; as cloath*d in cloudy ftocm, 
Weak, wan, a»d broad, he Ikirtstkcfoiithemiky ; 
And, -foon-defcendTng, to the long dai^k ni^it, 50 
Wide^iading ^, liie proRrate world rdigns.' 
Nor is the mght uawfflW^j wMlc TittJ-heaft, 

Lights 
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Light, life, aiidjo^, tfae difbioas 4ay f($rfidce. 

Mean-time, in Able cin^ure, &iad(msvtA, 

Deep- ting'd Mid dtflup, and ^Ongregaltcd clouds, 55 

tAnd all Ihe vapoury turbulence of heaven 

Involve the face of things. Thus Winter Mis, 

A heavy ^oom oppvdfive o'er the worid. 

Thro' Nature fhecblRig influence maBgn, 

And ronfes tfp cbe^eeds tif dark £^tsSe. 66 

The Ibol of Man dies in him, loadiii^ life. 

And black with more than tnelandioiy viev^rs. 

The (cattle dioop ; and o*er ^ furrowed land, 

Frefh from the plough, thedtui difbolourM fkfdts, ' 

Untended ipreading, crop the wholefome root. 65 

Along die >woods, along die mooHlh fens, 

S^hs the fad Gefihu of the coming Horm ; 

And up among ^loofe disjointed dilFs, 

And fraftui^d mo u ntains wild, die brawling brook 

And cave, |)reiagefiil, fend aholtow moan, 7P 

Refouttding long in lilteflLing Fancy's ear. 

Th pn comes the fa&er df the tempeft fertb. 
Wrapt in black^glooms. fM jeylefs rains obfcure 
Drive thro' the mmgling ikies with vapour fotH ; 
Dafh on the mountain's brow, and tiiake die woods. 
That gntmblmg wave below. Theimiightly jflain 76 
Lies a brown deluge ; as the low-bent clouds 
Po6r:flood«n:fiood, yet unodsai^lad ililt 
Combajie, andd«qpc»ingiirto»igiitft«t up 
The day's iairface. Thewaaderorsoflieawen, 80 
Each toisBiiomc, 4ttii« ; ^km iWr Aal krre 

To 
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To take their paftiinein the troubled air. 

Or fkimmmg flutter round the dimply pool. 

The catde from the untafled fields return, 

Andaik, with meaning lowe, their wonted Mis, 85 

Or ruminate in the contiguous fhade. 

Thither the hoiifhold feathery people crowd. 

The crafted cock, with all his female train, 

Penfive, and dripping; while the cottage-hind 

Hangs o'er th' enlivening blaze, and talefbl th«« 90 

Recounts his fimple frolick : much he talks. 

And much he laughs, nor recks the ftorm thatbtows 

Without, and rattles on his hu|id>Ie roof. 

Wide o'er the brim, with many a torrent Avell'd, 
And the mix'd ruin of its banks o*erfpread« 9s 

At laft the rous'd-up river pours along : 
Refiitiefs, roaring, dreadful, down it comes. 
From the rude mountain, and the moffywild. 
Tumbling thro' rocks abrupt, and founding 6r5 
Then o'er the fanded valley floating fpreads, i o^o 

Calm, iluggifh, iilent ; till again, confbain'd 
Between two meeting hills, it burib a way. 
Where rocks and woods o'erhang the turbid ftream ; 
There gathering triple ^rce, rapid, and deep, 104 
It boik, and wheels, and foams, and thunders through. 

Nature! great parent! whofe unceafing hand^ 
Rolls round the Seafons of the changeful year. 
How mighty, how majeftic, are thy works ! 
With what a pleafing dread they fwell the ibul ! 

That 
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That fees afloniih'd ! aiid aflonifh'd iings ! 1 10 

Ye too, ye winds ! that now begin to blow. 

With boiflfirous fwcep, I raife my voice to you. 

Where are your (lores, ye powerful beings ! fay. 

Where your aerial magazines referv^d. 

To fwell the brooding terrors of the florm ? 115 

In what far-dillant xeg^on of the fky, 

Huih'd m deep filence, deep ye when 'tis calm ? 

Whbi7 fi-om the pallid fky the fun deicends. 
With many a fpot, that o'er his glaring orb 
Uncertain wanders, ftalnM; red fiery ftreafa 120 
Begin to fluih aroimd. The reeling clouds 
Stagger witli dizzy poife, as doubting yet 
Which matter to obey : while riling flow. 
Blank, in the leaden-colour'd eaU, the moon 
Wears a wan circle round her blunted horns. 1 25 
"Seen thro' the turbid flu^uating air. 
The ftars obtufe emit a ihivcred ray ; 
Or frequent feem to fliooi athwart the gloom, 
And long behind them trail the whitening blaze. 
Snatch'd in fhort eddies, plays the wither'd leaf ; 130 
And on the flood the dancing feather floats. 
With broadened noftrils to the fky up-tum^d. 
The conlcious heifer fnufls the floraiy gale. 
Even as the matron, at her nightly talk. 
With penfive labour draws the flaxen thread, 1 jj 
The wafted taper and the crackling flame 
Foretel the blaft. But chief the plumy race. 
The tenante of the (ky, iu changes fpcak. 

I Retiring 
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Retiring from the downs, where all day long 

They pick'd their fcanty fere, a blackening train 140 

Of damorous rooks thick-urge their weary flighl^ 

^nd feek the clofing fheker of the grove ; 

Aflidaous, in his bower, the wailing owl 

Flies his fad fong. The cormorant on high I44 

Wheels from the deep, and fcreams along the land* 

Loud fhrieks the ibaring hem ; and with wild wing 

The circling (ea-fowl cleave the flaky clouds. 

Ocean, unequal prefs'd, with broken tide 

And blind commotion heaves ; while from the flu^ 

Eat into caverns by the reiUefs wave, 150 

And fbrefl-niflling mountain, comes a voice. 

That folemn- founding bids the world prepare. 

Then i/Tucs forth the florm with fudden burftt 

And hurls the whole precipitated air, 

Down, in a torrent. On the paflive main 15 j 

Defcends th' ethereal force, and with ffax)ng guft 

Turns from its bottom the difcolour'd deep. 

Thro* the black night that fits immenfe around, 

Lafli'd into foam, the fierce confiidling brine 

Seems o'er a thoufand raging waves to bum : 160 

Mean-time the mountain-billows, to the clouds 

In dreadful tumult fwell'd, furge above fuige^ 

Burftinto chaos widi tremendous roar. 

And anchor'd navies from their flations drive» 

Wild as the winds acrofs the howling y/B&e i6{ 

Of mighty waters : now th' inflated wave 

Straining they fcale, and now impetuous' ihoot 

Into the ftcret duimbers of the deep* 

The 
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The wintry B4titick thaoderiiig o*€r thctr head« . ,^ 
Emerging thence again, before the breath I7» 

Of full-exerted heaven they wing thdr courfe. 
And dart on diilant coails $ if ibme (harp rock. 
Or ihoal infidious break not their career. 
And in loofe fragments fling them floating roaad. 

Nor lefs at land the loo&oed temped; reigns. 17J 
The mountain thunders ; and its fiurdy /bas 
Stoop to the bottom of the rocks they ihade. 
Lone on the midnight fleep, and all aghait. 
The dark way-faiing Ilranger breathlcfs toils. 
And, often faUing, climbs againfl the blafl. tSo 

Low waves the rooted foreft, vexM, and iheds 
What of its tarnifti'd honours yet remain ; 
Daih'd down, and fcattered, by the tearing wind-s 
Afliduous fury, its gigantic limbs. 
Thus ftruggling thro' the diflipated grove, \^$ 

The whirling tempeil raves along the plain ; 
And on the cottage thatch'd, or lordly roof, 
Keen-faftening, (hakes them to the folid bafe. 
Sleep frighted flies ; and round the rocking dome. 
For entrance eager, howls the favage blaft, * 190 
Then coo, ihey fay, thro' all theburthen'd air. 
Long groans are heard, ihrill founds, and diflant fighs. 
That, uttered by the Demon of the night. 
Warn the devoted wretch of woe and death. 

Huge uproar lords it wide. Thecloadi commixed 

With lUrs fwift gUdittg fwecp along the fty. 1 9^ 

Iz AU 
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All Nature reels. Till Nature's King, who oft 

Amid tempefhious darknefs dwells alone. 

And on the wings of the careering wind 

Walks •dreadfully ierene, commands a calm ; 2o« 

Then ftrs»ght air fea and earth are hufh'd at once. 

As yet 'tis midnight deep. The weary douds^ v 
Slow-meeting, mingle into folid gloom. 
Now, while the drowfy world lies loft in ileep. 
Let me iiffociate with the ferious Night, 205 

And Contemplation her (edate compeer; 
Let me ihake OjfF th* intrudve cares of day, 
And lay the meddling fenies all 2^6.t^ 

Where now, ye lying vanities of life! 
lit ever-tempting ever-cheatinjg train ! no 

Where are you now ? and what is your amount i 
Vexation, difappointment, and remorfe. 
Sad, {tokening thought 1 and yet deluded Man« 
A icene jof jcrude disjointed vifions pafi. 
And broken flumhers,. rifes flill refolv'd, 21c 

With new-ilufli'd hopes, to run die giddy rouncf* 

Father of light andlifel thou Good supreme! 
O teach me what is good ! teach me Thyself ! 
^ve me from foHy, vanity, and vice, 
from every low purfuit ! and feed my foul 220 

With knowledge, confcious peace, and virtue pure; 
Sacred* fubfiantial, neHEer-fadinjgblifii 
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The keener tempers come i and fuming dim 
From all the livid caft, or piercing north. 
Thick clouds aTcend ; in whofe capacious womb 225 
A vapoury deluge lies, to fnow congeal'd. 
Heavy they rdl their fleecy world along ; 
And the iky faddens with die gathered Horm. 
Thro' the hufli'd air the whitening fhower deiceods^ 
At firfl thin wavering ; 'till at lafl the fbke» 230 

Fall broad, and wide, and faff, dimming the day. 
With a continual flow. The cherffh'd fields 
Put on their winter-robe of pureft white, 
* lis brightnefs all ; fave where the new fnow melts 
Along the mazy current. Low, the woods 235 

Bow their hoar head ; and, ere the languid fun 
Taint from the well emits his evening ray, 
Earth's univerial face, deep hid, and chill. 
Is one wild dazzling wade, that buries wide 
The works of Man. Drooping, the labourer-ox 24b 
Stands cover'd o'er with fnow, and then demands 
The fruit of all his toil. The fowls of heaven, 
Tam'd by the cruel feaibn, croud around 
The winnowing flore, and claim the little boon 
Which Providence afligns them. One alone, 245 
The red-breafl, facred to the houfliold gods. 
Wifely regardf j1 of th' embroiling iky. 
In joylefs fields, and thorny thickets, leaves 
His ihivering mates, and pays to trufled Man 
His annual vifit. Half-afraid, he firH 250 

Againft the window beats ; then, brifk, alights 
On the warm hearth j then^ hopping g'cr the floor, 

I 3 Eye3 
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Kyes all the fmiling family aikance. 
And pecks, and ftarts» and wonders where he i»: 
*Till more fiimiliar grown» the table-<:nmibs 255 
Attraft his flender feet. The foodlcfs wflds 
Pour forth their brown inhabitants. The har^^ 
Tho' timorous of heart, and hard befet 
By death in various forms> dark ihares, and dogs, 
Ai^d more unpitying Men, the. garden feeks, 260 
XJrg'd on by fcarleis want. The bleating kind 
£yc the bleak heaven, and next thegliftening earthy- 
With looks of dumb defpair; then, fad-di^r«'d» 
Dig for the withered herb thro* heaps of fnow. 
4 

Now> ihepherds, to your helplefs chai|;e be fciiMt 
BafHe the rs^ing year, and fill their pens 166 

With food at will ; lodge them below the fiortt. 
And watch them flridl ; for from the bellowiBg eaft» 
in this dire ieafon, oft the whirlwind*8 wing. 
Sweeps up the burthen of whole wintry plains ajo 
At one wide waft, and o^er the haplefs flocksi 
Hid in the hollow of two neighbouring hills, 
The billowy temped whelms ; 'till, upward org'd^ 
The valley to a fhining mountain fwells, 
Tipt with a wreath, high*curling in the &y« 27; 

As thus'the fnows arife ; and foul, and fierce^ 
All Winter drives along the darkened air ; , 

In his own loofe-revolving fields, the fwain 
Difafter'd ftands ; fees other hills afcend. 
Of oakAown joyki^ bcow i and other fixaes, 2S0 

Of 
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Of horrid profpedl, fhag the tracklefs plam : 

Nor £nds the river, northeforeft, hid 

Beneath the formlefs wild ; but wanders on 
From hill to dale, flill more and more aflray; 
Impatient flouncing thro' the drifted heaps, z^^ 

Stung with the thoughts of home ; the thoughts of home 
Rufh on his nerves, and call their vigour forth 
In many a vain attempt. How finks his foul ! 
What black defpair, what horror fills his heart ! 
When for the dufky fpot, which fancy feign'd 29O 
His tufted cottage rifing thro' the fnow. 
He meets the roughnefs of the middle wafte. 
Far from the track, and bled abode of Man 5 

. While round him night rcfifllefs clofes faft> 
And every tempeil, howling o'er his head, 295 . 

Renders ^c lavage wilderhefs miore wild. 
Then throng the fcufy fhapes intb Kis mind, 
Ofcover'd pits, unfathomably deep, 
A dire defcent 1 beyond the power of frofi. 
Of faithlefs bogs; of precipices huge, 3C0 

Smooth'd up with fnow ; snd, what is land, ilnknown, 
."^hat wateh of the ftill unfrozen fpring. 
In the loofe marfh or folitary lake. 
Where the freih fountain from the bottom boils. 
Thefe check his fearful fteps ; and down he finks 30$ 
Beneath the fhelter of the fhapelefs drift,- 
Thinking o'er all the bitternefs of death, 
Mix'd with the tender anguifh Nature fhoots- 
Thro* the wrung bofom of the dying Manr 
His wife, hk cUildten^ and his friends unfeeor 31^ 

l4r ^ 
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In vain for him tV officious wife prepares 

The fire fair blazing, and the veftment warm ? 

In vain his little children, peeping out. 

Jfito the mingling dorm, demand their fire. 

With tears of artlefs innocence. * Alas ! 31 j 

Nor wife, nor children, more ihall he behold^ 

Nor friends, nor facred home« On every nerve 

The deadly Winter feizes ; (huts up (enfe ; 

And, o'er his inmoft vitals creeping cold» 

Lays him along the (hows, a fliiFened corfe^ 52D 

Sttctch'd out, and bleaching in the northern hlafi» 

Ah little think the gay licentious proud. 
Whom pleafure, power, and affiuence furround i 
They, who their thoughtlefs hours in giddy mirth,. 
And wanton, often cruel, riot waHe; 32$ 

Ah little think they, while they dance along,, 
How many feel, this very moment, death. 
And all the fad variety of pain. 
How many fink in the devouring flood. 
Or more devouring flame. How many bleed, 336 
By fliameful variance betwixt Man and Man» 
How many pine in want, and dungeon glooms i, 
^hutfrom the common air, and common u& 
Of their own limbs. How many drink the cup 
Of baleful grief, or eat the bitter bread 335 

Of mifeiy. Sore pierc'd by wintry winds. 
How many flirink into the fordid hut 
. Of cheerleis poverty. How many fliake 
With all the fiercer tortures of the mind. 

Unbounded 
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Unbounded pailion, madnefs, guilty remorfe; 340 
Whence tumbled headlong from the height of life. 
They fumifh matter for the tragk Mufe* 
Even in the vale, where wifHom loves to dwell. 
With friendfhip, peace, and contemplation join'd. 
How many, rackM with honeft paffions, droop 345 
In deep retir'd diftrcfs. How many ftand 
Around the death-bed of their dearefl friends, . 
And point the parting anguifh. Thought fond Mats 
Of thefe, and aH the thoufand namelefs ills. 
That one inceflant ftniggle render life^ 35© 

One fcene of toil, of furring, and of fate. 
Vice in his high career would ^nd appall'd, 
And heedlefs rambling Impulfe learn to think ; 
The congous heart of Charity would warm. 
And her wide wiih Benevolence dilate ; 355 

The focial tear would rife, the focial figh> 
And into clear perfection, gradual blifs. 
Refining ftill, the focial paffions work. 

And here can I forget Ae generous * band,. 3^9^ 
Who, touch'd with human woe, tedreilive fearch'd 
Into the horrors of the gloomy jail ? 
Unpitied, and unheard, where mi(ery moans ; 
Where ficknefs pines f where thiril and hunger bum. 
And poor misfortune feels die laih of vice. 
While in the land of liberty, the land 365 

Whofe every ilseet and public meeting glow 
With open freedom, little Q^rants rag'd ; 

• Ihe >il Committee^ iflthe Yevi^fk. 

I 5 Snatdi?i 
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Snatch'd the lean morfel from the fburving mouifi ^ 
Tore from cold wintry fimbs the tattePd weed ; 
Even robb'd them of the h& of comforts^ ileep ;: jyo 
The free-bom Briton to the dungeoa chain'd,. 
Or, as the luft of cruelty prevail'd. 
At pleafure mark'd Him with inglorious Hripes ; 
And cru(h*d out lives, by iecist barbarous waysp. 
That for their country would have toil'd, ^r Ucd» 
O great defign! if executed well^ 325> 

With patientcare, and wifdom-tempt]^d.8eal* 
f Ye fens of mercy ! yet refumt the fauch ;. 
Drag forth the hgSLl monilers into Ught, 
Wrench from their hands oppwfionV iron to^ jSo- 
And bid the cruel fee! the painrth^ give. 
Much fUU untouched rem»ns ; in thisrank age^. 
JUvch is the patriots weeding hand zeqnir*d« 
The toils of law, (what dark infidious Men 
Have cumbrous added to perplex the truths jftj; 

And lengthen ^mple jufticeinto tade). 
How glorious were the day ! thatiaw thefe bieke^ 
''And every Man within the reaeh of right.. 

By wintry famine roused, from all^e tm&: 
Of horrid mountains which the fliining J/fr, 3^ 
And- wavy Jppeniney and Pyreneesi 
Branch out ftupendous into diftant lands ;: 
;€ruel as death, and hungry as the grave ! 
Burning for blood ! bony, and ghiaunt, and grim !^ 
Aflfembling wolves in raging troops deibend j 39 j, 
AAd>. pottrijag Qaec tha.cQimU7ii bearidpng^ 

Koenu 
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Keen as the north-win4 Tweeps the gloffy &ow» 

All Is their prize. iThey faften on the fteed, 

Prefs him to earth, and pierce his mighty heart. 

Nor can the bull his awfiil front defend, jp0> 

Or Aake the murdering favages away. 

feapacious, at the mother's thrOiatthey fly^ 

And tear die fcrcaniing infant froni her breaft;- 

The godlike face of Man avails him nought. 

Even beauty, force divine! at whofe bright glance* 

The generous lion ftands in ibftened gaze,< 406 

Mere bleeds, a haplefi undiftinguifh'd prey^ 

But if, appriz'd of the fcvere attack. 

The country be fliut up, lur'd by the A:ent,' 

On church yards drear (inhuman to relate !)^ 4^1 or 

The diiappoihted prowlers fall, and dig' 

The ihrouded body from the gntrc; o'er whidi,. 

Mix'd widi fbulihades, and frighted ghofb, theyrhowL 

Among thofe hilly regions, where embra^d 
Iti peaceful vales the happy Gri/bns dwell ;. j^V} 

Oft, rufhing fudden from the loaded difisy. 
i^untains of fnow their gathering terrors roll.- 
From fleep to fteep, loud-thundering down they come^ 
A wintry wafte in dire commotion all ;> 
And herds, and flocks, and travellers, and fwains^ 
. And fbmetimes whole brigades of marching troops^ 
Or hamlets ileeping in the dead of nighty 42^- 

Are deep beneath the finothering ruin whelm'd.- 

Now, all amid the rigours of the year, 
. In the wild depth of Winter, while without' 42$" 
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The cetfelefs winds blow ice» be my retreat^ 
Between the groaning foreft and the (hore 
^Beat by the boundlefs multitude of waves,, 
A rural, ihelter'd, folitary, iccne j. 
Where ruddy fire and beaming tapers join, 43^^ 

To cheej the gloom. There ftudious let me fit^ 
And hold higLconverfe with the mighty dead;. 
Sages of ancient time, as gods nevec^d^ 
A^ gods beneficent, who bleil mankind 
With arts,, with aims, and humanized a woiid. 43$ 
Rous'd at th' inipiring thought, I throw afide 
The long liv'd volume ; and, deep-mufing, bail 
,The facred fhades, that ilowly-riiing paf» 
Before my wondering ey^s» Firft Socratbs^ 
Who^ firmly good in a corrupted flat€» j^jt 

Againft the rage of tyrants ^^Zr ilood^. 
Invincible ! calm Reafon's holy law* 
That Foice of God within th* attentive mind>^ 
Obeying, fearlefs, or in Ufe,. or death r 
Great moral teacher T PT/fefi of Mankind/ 445 

SoLoif the next, who built his common-weal 
On equity's wide bafe ; by tender laws 
A lively people curbing, yet undamped- 
Prefcrving ftill that quick pccaliar kre. 
Whence in the laurel'd field of finer arts,. 450^ 

And of bold freedom, they unequal'd fhone. 
The pride of fmiling G«becb, and human-kind* 
Lycvrgus then, who bow'd beneath the force 
Of ftridleft difcipline, /everefy nvi/e. 
All human paffions» Following him> I&e^ 45^ 

Aa 
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As at ThermfyU he glorious feU, 

^c firm • DEVOTED Chi EF, who provM by <fec<fa 

The hardeft leflbn which the other taught. 

Then Aristides lifts his honeft front? 

Spotlefs of heart, to whom th' unflattering voice 469 

Of freedom gave the noblcft name of^ufli 

Jn pure majeftic poverty revered f 

Who, even hiis glory to his country^s weal 

Submitting, (Welled a haughty f Rivals feme. 

Reared by his care, of fofterrayappears^ 465 

CiMONfweet-fi)ul*d; whoie genius, riEngflrong, 

Shook off the load of young debauch $ abroad 

The fcourge of Perfian pride, at home the fiienit 

Of every worth and every fplendid art; 

Modefty and iimple, in the pomp of wealth. 470 

Then the laft worthies of dedining GreecEt,. 

Late-call'd to glory, in unequal timer, 

Tenfive, appear. The feu* Conntbian BoafF^ 

TiMOLEON, happy temper! mild, and firm. 

Who wept the Brother while the Tyrant bled. 475 

And, equal to thebeft^ the J Theban Pair> 

Whofe virtues, ist heroic Concontlcm'd^ 

Their country rais'd to fceedom, empme, famek 

He too, with whom Athenian honour funk». 

And left a ma& of ibrdid lees behind,, 48^1 

Phocion the GW; in pubHc life feveiVj^ 

To virtue ftfll inexorably firm j; 

But when, beneadi hts low ilkfirious roof^ 

• LkoNIDAS,^ t TaiMlSTOCLUr 

J PaxoiiPAS, and Bf ajcutomuh 

Sweet 
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Sweet peace and happy wi£]om finoothM his Iniow, 

Not friendlhip ibfter was, nor love more kind. 4I5 

Andiie, the/t^of oldLYCuRGusToQjSr 

The generous viGdm to that vain attempt, 

fo/ave a rotten S fate, Agis, whofaw 

JEven Sparta's felf to fervile avarice Tank* 

The two Jchaian heroes doie the train. j^ 

Aratus, who a while relum'd the fool * 

Of fondly lingering liberty in Greece :: 

^d he her darling as her lat^ hope. 

The ^4/^711/ Philofoemen; whotoanns 

Tom'd the luxurious pomp he could not cure ; 4^ 

Or tpilii^ in his farm, a fimple iwain ; 

Or, bold aad.flcitful, thuiidenngin.thefijeld% 

Op rougher front,, a mighty people come L 
A race of heroes4 in^thofe virtuous times 
"Which knew no ftain, iavethatii^ithpaitial.fl^e jp# 
Their dionji country they too /omffy lov'd*: 
^tt bettir Foundirfa^, the light of Rom Sr 
MuMA, who fii^ftenM.her.rapacious/oiist. 
Sbrvius the King^ wJU) laid the ibUd^bafe 
On which o'er eaith the *vafi r^iUf (pread.^ 5^$^ 
Then the great coniuls venerable ri&.. 
The • Public Father whp the PrifvaU qiidlMt. 
As on the dread tribunal ftemly iad». 
He,, whom his thanklefs country couUmt loftp^ 
Gamillus, only vengeful to her.foes^ 
Vasricius, fcomer of all^^ronquering^df 510^ 

* Maicvs Tvyivt BavTVSr 

I. And^ 
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And CiNCiNMATus, awfiil from the ploaglr. 
.Thy • wrLLiKG Victim^ Cartkage, biirlljng loofir 
From all thaft pleading Nature could oppofe^ 
. Fiom a whdie city's tcardj by rigid faidb 
Imperious callM> and honour's dife command*. ^^^ 
SCIPIO9 xht gintle chief ^ humanely bravc>. 
Who fooa the race of fpotlefs glory ran^ 
And, warm in youths to the Poiticfiadr 
Widi Friendpip and Philo/opby t/^^di^ 
TuLLY, whofe powerful eloquence a while tjflm 
Reftrain'd the rapid fate of mflung Romc. 
Unconquer'd Cato, virtuous in exttam*. 
Andthou, imhappy Brutvs, kindof h^art». 
Whoie fteady arm». by ^ful virtue urg'd^ 
Lifted ^t. Roman fttd againft tLy Friend. ^2% 

Thoufands befidea the tribute.of a verir 
Demand ; but who can count the flars of heaven ^ 
Who £ng; their influence on this lower world ?. 

Behold^ who yondeccpines I in ibi^r^te^ 
Fair, mild, and ftrong^ as is a vernal ^n : 5^ 

*Ti8 Phahu^ {f^^ or elfe the MoMtuanSwain ! 
Great Homer too appears, of daring wing,. 
Parmt of fong! and egnalhy his fide. 
The BRJTiaH Muss ; joined hand in hand they walk» 
Darkling,, full up ^e middle fteep to fame. 535: 

Nor abfent are thofe fhades, whofe ikiiful touch 
Fadietic drew tk' impaflio&!d hearty and charm'd. 
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Tranfported Mim with the moral scene : 

Nor thoie who, tunefol, wakM th* enchanting lyre* 

First of your kind! ibciety divine ! 540 

Still vifit thus my nights, for you referv*d, 
. And mount my ibaring foul to thoughts like yours. 
Silmcif thou lonely power ! the door be thin^ ; 
See on the hallowed hour that none intrude. 
Save a few chofen friends, who (bmetimes deigti 54^ 
To blefs my humble roofj with fenfc refin'<^ 
Learning digefted well, exalted faith,, 
Unftudy'd wit, and humour ever gay. 
Or from the Mufes' hill will Pope defcend» 
To raife the lacred hour> to bid it fmile, .550 

And with the fecial fpirit warm the heart : 
For tho' not fwceter his own Homer fings. 
Yet IS his life the more endearing ibng. 

Wh ere artthou, Hammond ? thou the darSng prides 
The friend and lover of the tuneful throng ! 5 55. 
Ah why, dear youth, in all the blooming prime 
Of vernal genius, where dl/cloling faft 
Each active worth, each manly virtue lay, 
Why wert thou raviih'd from our hope fo foon I 
What now avails that noble thirft of fame, 560^ 

Which Hung thy fervent breaft? that treafor'd florc- 
Of knowledge, early gaih'd? that eager zeal 
To ferve thy country, glowing in the band 
Of YOUTHFUL Patriots, who fuflain her name ? 
What nowf alas I that life-diffufing charm s^Si 

Of 
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Of fpnghtly wit ? that rapture for the Mafe^ 
That heart of friendihip^ and that foul of joy^ 
Which bade with fofteil light thy virtues iinile f 
Ah I only fhew'dy to check our fond purfuits^ 
.And teach our humbled hopes that life is vain! 579 

Thus in fome deep retirement would I pafi 
The winter-gloomsy with friends of pliant fouU 
Or blithe, or folemn, as the theme infpir'd : 
With them would fearch» if Nature's houndlels frame 
Was call'd, late-rifmg from Ae void of night, 575 
Or fprung eternal from th' eternal Mind ; 
Its life, its laws, its progreis, and its end. 
Hence larger proipefts of the beauteous whole 
Would, gradual, open on our opening minds ; 
And each diffuiive harmony unite 580 

In full perfedUon, to th' aftonifli'd eye. 
Then would we try to fcan the morai fForU, 
Which, tho* to us it feems embroird, moves cm 
In higher order ; fitted, and impell'd, 
ty Wis dom's fineil hand, and iflning all 5S5 

in general Goo J, The fage hiftoric Mufe 
Should next condud us thro' the deeps of time: 
Shew us how empire grew, dedin'd, and fell. 
In fcatter^d flates 1 what makes the nations (mile. 
Improves their foil, and gives them double funs ; 590 
And why they pine beneath the brightefl ikies^ 
In Nature's richefl lap. As thus we talk'd. 
Our hearts would bum within us, would inhale 
That porti<m of divinity, diatray 

Of 
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Of purefl hfftTen, which lights the public (qui 595 

Of patriots, and of heroes. Bat if doo]ii'd» 

In powerlefs hnmble fcrtune, to repre(s 

Thefe ardent riiings of the kindling foul ; 

Then, even fuperior to ambition, we 

Would learn the private virtues ; how to glide 600 

Thro* (hades and plains, along the fmootheft ftream 

Of rural life : or fhatch'd away by hope. 

Thro* the dim /paces of futurity, 

With earneil eye anticipate thoie feenes 

Ofhappinefs, and wonder; where the 9)ind« 60 J 

In endlefs growth and infinite a(cent, 

Rifes from (late to ftate, and world to worid. 

But when with thefe the ferious thought is foird^ 

We, (hifting for relief, would play the ihtpei 

Of frolic fancy; and ince(&nt form 6\Q 

Thofe rapid pi^ures, that a(rembled train 

Of fleet ideas, never join'd before, 

Whence lively ff^t excites to gay furprize; 

Or folly-painted Humour ^ grave himfelf, 

Calls Laughter forth, deep-(haking ev^ nerve. 61 j 

Mean-time the village ronzes up the fire | 
While well attefted, and as well beUev'd, 
Heard folemn, goes the goblin-ftory round ; 
Till fuperfUtious horror creeps o'er all. 
Or, frequent in the foiinding hall, theymke 620 
The rural gambol. Ruftic mirth goes round ; 
The fimple joke that takes the (hepherd's hear^ 
Eaiily pleased i the long loud laugh, ^oexc ; 

The 
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The kUsy {hatched hafty from the fide*long maid. 
On purpofe guardleisy or pretending ikep : 62J 
Theleap, the flap, the haul; and, fhooktanote» 
Of native mafic, the respondent dance. 
Thus jocund fleets with them the winter-night. 

Thp city fwarms intenfe. The public haunts 
Full of each theme, and warm with mixt difcour^^ 
Hums indiftindl. The fons of riot flow 6^1 

Down the loofe flream of falie Inchanted joy. 
To fwift deflrudion. On the rankled foul 
The gaming fury falls ; and in one gulph 
Of total ruin, honour, virtue, peace, 635 

Friends, families, and fortune, headlong fink* 
Up-fprings the dance along the lighted dome, 
^ix'd, and evolved, a thoufand iprightly ways. 
The glittering court efFuies every pomp ; 
The circle deepens : beam'd from gaudy robes, 640 
Tapers, and iparkltng gems, and radiant eyes, 
.A foft effulgence o'er the palace waves : 
While, a gay inied in his fummer-fliine. 
The fop, light-fluttering, ipreads hia mealy w!ng8» 

• Dread o*er the fcene, the ghoft of Hamlet fbilks ; 
Othello rages; poor Monimia mourns ; 646 
And Bel VIPER A pours her foul in love. 
Terror alarms the breafl ; the comely tear 
Steals o'er the cheek : or elfe the Comic Musi 
Holds to the world a pidiure of itfelf, 650 

And raifes fly the fiur impartial laugh. 

Sometimes 
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Sometunes fhe lifu her drain, and paints the fcene^ 
Of beauteous life; whatever can deck mankind. 
Or charm the heart, in generous * Bbvil fhcv/d. 

O Thou, whofe wifdom, folid yet rcfin'd, 655 
Whofe patriot-virtues, and confummate ikill 
To touch the finer fprings that move the world, 
Jcin'^d CO whate*er the Graces can befiow. 
And all Jpolio*s animating fire. 
Give thee, with pleafing dignity, to ihine 660 

At once the guardian, ornament, and joy. 
Of polifh'd life; permit the Rural Mu/e^ 
O CHfisTBRFiELD, to grace with thee her ibsg! 
Ere to the fhades again fhe humbly Hies, 
Indulge her fond ambition, in thy train, 665 

(For every Mufe has in thy train a place) 
To mark thy various full-accomplifh'd mind : 
To mark that fpirit, which, with Britifi/com^ 
Rejeds th* allurements of corrupted power ; 
That elegant politenefs, which excels, 67O 

Even in the judgment of prefumptuous France^ 
The boailed manners of her ihining court; 
That wit, the vivid energy of fenie» 
The truth of Nature, which, with jittic point. 
And kind well-temper'd (atire, imoothly keen, 67; 
Steals through the foul, and without pain corre&» 
Or, rifing thence with yet a brighter flame, 
O let me hail thee on ibme glorious day, 

• A Chancer in the CoNSCiovs Loviat, written bj Sir 
K1CHAR8 Stxilz, 

When 
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When to the lidening fenate, ardent^ croud 

Br XT AiTNiA^s ions to hear her pleaded caufe. 680 

Then dreft by thee, moie amiably fair. 

Truth the foft robe of xnild perfuafion wears : 

Thou to aflenting reafon giv*ft again 

Her own enlightened thoughts ; call'd from the heart, 

Th' obedient paflions on thy voice attend ; 685 

And even reluctant party feris a while 

Thy gracious power : ^ thro^ the varied maze 

Of eloquence, now finooth^ now quick^ now ftron^ 

Profound and dear, you roll thecofpious floodL 

To thy lov*d haunt return, my happy Mufe^ 690 
For now, behcfld, the joyous winter-days, 
Frofty, fucceed ; and thro' the blue ferene. 
For fight too fine, l!h* ethereal nitre flies ; 
Killing infedious damps, and the (pent air 
^Storing afrelh with elemental life. Sgf 

Clofe crouds the (hining atmofphere ; and binds 
Our fb-engthened bodies in its cold embrace, 
Conflringent ; feeds, and animates our blood ; 
Refines our fpirits, thro' the new-ftrung nerVeSf 
In fwifter {allies darting to the brain -, jcm 

Where fits the foul^ intenfe, collefted, cool,/ 
Bright as the fkies, and as the ieafon keen. 
All Nature feels the renovating force 
Of Winter, only to the thoughdefs eye 
In ruin feen. The froft-conco£ted glebe ^joj 

Praws in abundant vegetable foul, 
And gathers vigour for ihc coming year* 
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A ftronger glow fits on the lively cheek 

Of ruddy fire : and luculent along 

The purer rivers flow ; their fullcn deeps^ ji^ 

TranfparenCy open to the (hepherd's gaz^ 

And murmur hoarfer at the fixing &oft. 

WHATartdiou,froft?andwhencearethykeenfl(»es 
Derlv'd, thou fccret all-invading power. 
Whom even th' illufive fluid cannot fly ? 715 

Is not thy potent energy, unfeen. 
Myriads of little faltSy or hookM, or fhap'd 
Like double wedges, and diffused immeafe 
Thro* water, earth, and ether ? Hence at eve, 
Steam'd eager from the red horizon round, 720 

With the fierce rage of Winter deep fuffus'd. 
An icy gak, oft flufting» o*er the pool 
Breathes a blue film, and in its mid career 
Arrefts die bickering ftream. The Iboiened ice. 
Let down the flood, and half diflblv'd by day, 725 
Rufiles no more ; but to the fedgy- bank 
Faft grows, or gathers round the pointed fione, 
A crylfeii |rtcVtmi^ht, by the breath of heaven 
Cemented firm ; till, feiz'd from fliore to fliore. 
The whole imprifon'd riirer growls below. 730 

Loud rings the frozen earth, and hard refle£U 
A double noife ; while, at his evening watch. 
The village dog deters the nightly thief; 
The heifer I6ws ; the diflant water-fall 
Swells in the brteze ; and, with the hafly tre^d 7^ 
Of traveller, die'holfow'^bmidiiig'phuA 

Shakes 
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Shakes fit)m afar. The full ethereal round. 

Infinite worlds difclofing to the view. 

Shines out intenfely keen ; aiid, all one cope 

Of ftany flitter, glows from pole to pole. f^ 

From pole to pole the rigid influence falls. 

Thro' the ftill night, inceflant, heavy, ftrong. 

And feizes Nature fafl. It freezes on ; 

Till morn, late-riiing o'er the drooping world. 

Lifts her pale eye unjoyous. Then appears 745 

The various labour of the iilent night: 

Prone from the dripping eave, and dumb ca&ade, 

Whofe idle torrents only feem to roar. 

The pendant icicle ; the fi-oft-work fair. 

Where traniient hues, and fancy'd figures rife ; jjp 

Wide-fpouted o'er the hill, the frozen brook, 

A livid tradt, cold-gleaming on the mom; 

The foreft bent beneath the plumy wave ; 

And by the froift rcfin'd the Whiter fnow, 

Incruiled hard, and founding to the tread 7j/j 

Of early fhepherd, as he ^nfive feeks 

His pining flock, or from the mountain top, 

Pleas'd with the fllppery forface, fwift defcends. 

On blithfbine frolicks bent, the youthful fwains. 
While every work of Man is l^d at refl, 769 

Fond o'er "Ae river crowd, in various fport 
And revelry difTolvM; where mixing glad, 
Happieft of all the train ! the raptur*d boy 
Lafhes the whirling top. Or, where the Rimini 
Branch'd out ia many a long canal cxtenda^^ 76^ 

From 
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From eveiy province fwarmingy void of care^ 

£ataviardhcs forth; and as they fweep. 

On founding (kates, a thouiand difierent wzys. 

In circling poifi^ fwift as the winds^ along, 

The then gay land is maddened all to joy* 77O 

Nor lefs the northern courts, wide o'er the taom^ 

Pour a new pomp. Eager, on rapid Heds, 

Their vigorous youth in bold contention wheel 

The long-refounding courfe. Mean-dme, to taiie 

The manly fhrife, with highly blooming charms, 77$ 

FlufhM by the feafon, Scandinavia^ dames. 

Or Rujpa*i buxom daughten glow arom)d. 

PuRB, quick, andTportfiil, is the wholeibme day ; 
3ut ibon elapsM. The horizontal fun, 
£road d'er the fouth, hangs at his utmofi noon : 7 So 
And, ineHe^ual, ftrikes the gelid cliff: 
His azure glofs die mountain Hill mainuuns, 
J^or feels the feeble touch. Perhaps the vale 
"Relents a while to the reflefied ray ; 
Or from ihe fbreft falls the clufler'4 fiiow, 785 

Myriads of gems, 4hat in the waving gleam 
«Gaytwinkle as they fcatter. Thick around 
Thunders the fport of tho{e» who with the gun, 
^d dog impatient bounding at the fhot, 
Worfe than the feafon, deiblate the fields ; 790 

And, adding to the ruins of die year, 
Diibeis the footed or the feathered |;ame. 

Ba;t 
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But what is Ais? Our infant Winter finks, 
Dlvefted of his graadeur, ihould our eye 
Aflonilh'd ihoot into die Frigid Zone i 795 

Where, for rekndefs months, continual night 
Holds o'«r tlie glittering wafte her ibuiy reign. 

Theue, thro' the prifbn of unbounded wilds, 
' jBarr'd by the hand of Nature from efcape. 
Wide-roams the Rt^an exile, Nought around 800 
Strikes his iad eye, but defarts loft in fnow; 
And heavy-loaded groves ; and folid floods, 
Thatftretch, athwart die iblitary vafl. 
Their icy horroris to the frozen main ; 
And chearlefs towns far-diilant, ibever blefs'd, Soj 
Save when its annual courle the caravan 
Bends to the golden coaft of rich * Cathay ^ 
With news of human-kind. Yet there life glows ; 
Yet cherifh'd there, benea^ the fhining wafte. 
The furry nations harbour : dpt with jet, 8 10 

Fak ermines, fpotlefs as the fnows they preis ; 
Sables, of glofTy black ; and dark-embrown'd. 
Or beauteous freakt with many a mingled hue, 
Thoufands befidcs, the coftly pride of courts. 
There, warm together prefs'd, the trooping deer 815 
Sleep on the new-^len fhows ; and, fcarce his he^d 

• The old name for Cbina^ 

K Razs'd 
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Rais'd o*er die heapy wreath, the branching elk 
Lies flumbering fallen in the white abyfs* 
The ruthlefs hunter wants nor dogs nor tolls. 
Nor with the dread of founding bows he drives 820 
The fearful flying race; with ponderous dubs. 
As weak againil the mountain-heaps they pufh 
Their beating breafl in vain, and piteous bray, 
He lays them quivering on th' e'nianguin'd^ows. 
And with loud ihouts rejoicing bears them home. 825 
There thro* the piny foreft half-abforpt. 
Rough tenant of thefe fhades, the ihapele£i bear. 
With dangling Ice all horrid, flalks forlorn ; 
Slow-pac'd, and fourer as the fbrms increafe^ 
He makes his bed beneath th* inclement drift, 830 
And, with ftem patience, {coming weak complaint. 
Hardens his heart againfl ailailing want. 

Wide o^erthe Q)acious regions of the north. 
That fee Bootts urge his tardy wain, 
A boifterous race, by frofty * Caurus pierc'd, 835 
Who little pleafure know and fear no pain. 
Prolific fwarm, They once relum'd die flame 
Of loft mankind in polifti'd flavery funk. 
Drove martial f horde on horde, with dreadful fweep 
ReiliUefs rufhing o'er th' enfeebled ibuth, 840 

« The North-Weft Wind, 
f The wandering ScytbisB'Clani, 

And 
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And gave the vanquilh'd world another form. 

Not fuch the fbns of Lapland: wifely they 

Defpife th' infen(ate barbarous trade of war ; 

They alk no more than fimple Nature gives. 

They love their mountains aad enjoy their ilorms.84j 

No falfe deiires, no pride-created wants, 

Dillurb the peaceful current of their time ; 

And thro' the reftlefs «ver-tortur'd maze 

Ofpleafure, or ambition, bid it rage. 849 

.Their rain-deer form their riches. Thefe their tents. 

Their robes, their beds, and aH their homely wealth 

Supply, their wholefbme fare, and chearful cups. 

Obfequions at their call, the docile tribe 

Yield to the (led their necks, and whirl them fwift 

O'er hill and dale, heap'd into one expanfe .855 

Of marbled fnow, as far as eye canfweep 

With a blue cruft of ice unbovnded glaz'd. 

By dancing meteors then, that ceafelefs (hake 

A waving blaze refraded o'er the heavens. 

And vivid moons, and ilars that keener play 860 

With doubled luftre from the gloHy wafte. 

Even in the depth of Polar Nighty they find 

A wondrous day : enough to light the chafe. 

Or guid^ their daring fteps to Fwiand-fsdrs. 

Wifh'd Spring returns ; and from the hazy fbuth, 865 

While dim Aurora flowly moves before, 

K 2 The 
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The welcome fun, juft verging up at firft. 

By fmall degrees extends the fwelling curve ! 

Till feen at laft for gay rejoicing months. 

Still round and round, his fpiral courfe he winds* 870 

And as he nearly dips his iiaming orb. 

Wheels up again, and reafcends the iky. 

In that glad feaibn, from the lakes and floods^ 

Where pure * Niemi*8 feiry mountains rife. 

And fring'd with rofes f Tefiglio rolls his (beam, 87^ 

They draw the copious fry. With thefe, at eve. 

They jarful-loaded to their tents repair; 

Where, all day long in ufeful cares employed. 

Their kind unblemifh'd wives the fire prepare. 

Thrice happy race ! by poverty fecur'd 880 

* M> (U Maupertuis, in his book on the Figure of tbt 
Earthy after having defcribed the beautiful Lake and 
Mountain of Niemi in Lapland^ fays—" Frtm thUhaght 
<< nue had occajhn Several times to fee thofe 'vapours rife 
«* from the Lake ivhich the people of the countty call Halttos^ 
<« a/td lubicb they deem to be the guardian Spirits of the 
•< Mountains. /A had been frighted withfories of Bears 
<< that haunted this place, but Jaiv none. It feem'^d rather 
«< a place ofrefortfor Fairies and Genii, than Bears^^ 

f The fime Author obferves— " / wasfurpriz^d to fie 
€i upon the hanks of this rk/er (the Tenglio) Rofes rf ae 
tt ^e^ arfdasasff that ere in our gardens*'' 

From 
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From legal plunder and rapacious power : 

In whom fell intereft never yet has Town • 

The feeds of vice : whofe fpotlefs fwains aeVr knew 

Injurious deed» nor, blafted by the breath 

Of EutMefs k)ve» their blooming daughters woe. 88; 

Still prefiing on, beyond Torneah Iake» 
And Hicla flaming thro' a waile of fnow» 
>And fiuthefl Grnnland^ to the pole itfelf^ 
Where failing gradual life at length goes out^ 
The Mufe expands her iblitary flight \ 890 

And, hovering o'er the wild fbpendous ften^ 
Beholds new feas beneath * another fky* 
Thron'd in his palace of cerulean ice^ 
Here Winter holds his unrejoicing comt ; 
And thro' his airy hall the loud miirule 895 

Of driving tempeft is for ever heard ; 
Here the grim tyrant meditates Hisrwrath ; 
Here arms his winds with all-fubdning frofl ; 
Moulds his fierce hail, and treafures up his {how9. 
With which he now oppreiTes half the globe. 900 

Thence winding eaftward to the Tartof^^ coaft^ 
She fweeps the howling margin of the main^ 
Where undiflblving, from the firil of time> 

• The other Hcmtfpheie, 

K 3 Snow9 
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' Snows fwell on fnows amazipg to the (ky; 
And icy mountains high on mountains pil'di> 90; 
Seem to the fhivering Tailor £xim zhr, 
Shapelefs and white, an atmofphere of clouds. 
Projefled huge, and horrid, o'er the Airge, 
Alps frown on Alps ; or rufhing hideous down^ 
As if old Chaos was again returu'd, 910 

Wide-rend the deep, and (hake the iblid pok. 
Ocean icfelf no longer can refill 
The binding fury ; but, in all its rage 
Of tempeft taken by the boundlefi fro((, 
Is many a fathom to the bottom cham'd, . 91 j 

And bid to roar no more : a bleak expaofe, 
ShaggM o'er with wavy rocks, cheaiieis, and void 
Of every life, that from the dreary qdonths 
Flies coniciotts (buthward. Miferable they ! 
Who, here enUngled in the gathering Ice, 920 

Take their la^ look of the defcending fun ; 
While, full of death, and fierce with tenfold bolt. 
The long long night, incumbent o'er their heads. 
Falls horrible. Such was the % Br iton's fate. 
As with J^rfi prow, (wliat have not Britons dar*d!) 
He for the paflage fought, attempted fince 926 

So nwch in vain, and feeming to be (hut 

{ Sir Hugh W1LLOV6HBY, feot by QutSN CLlsABxra 

iQdiicover^he North-^jOl Fafl^ge. 

By 
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By jealoiitt Natufe whk eternal ims. 

In tliefe fell regions, in ArKina caught^ 

And to the ftony deep his idle (hip 930 

Immediate fealM^ he with his haplefs crew. 

Each fall elcerted at his feveral taflc. 

Froze into fbtues ; to the cordage glued 

The failor, and the pilot to the helm. 

Ha r d by thefe fhbres^ where (carce his freezing ili:eam 
Rolls the wild Ohy, live the laft of Men; 936 

And half enlivened by the diftant fuiiy 
That rears and ripens Man, as well as plants^ 
Here human Nature wears its rudeft form. 
«Deep£x»m the piercing (eaibn funk in caves, 940 
Here by dull fires» and with unjoyous dkeer» 
They wafte the tedious gloom. Immiers'd in furs. 
Doze the grofs race. Nor Uprightly jeft, nor fong. 
Nor tendcmeft diey ksiow; nor aught of life, 
Beyond the kindred bears that ftaik without. 945 
Till mom at length, her rofes drooping all. 
Sheds a long twilight brightening o'er their fields. 
And calls the quivered iavage to the cfaace. 

WHAt cannot a6tive government perform. 
New-moulding Man?Wide-ffa^cfaingfrom thefe flxorel^ 
A people lavage from remoteft time, 95 1 

K4 A 
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A huge neglected empire one vast MrHP, 

By He aven Infjpir'd, from Gothic darknefi called* 

lounortal Peter ! firft of monarchs ! He 

His flubbom country tam'd, her rocks» her fens, 955 

Her floods, her ieas, her iH-fnbmittiiig ions ; . 

And while the fierce Barbarian he fabda*d» 

To more exalted foul he rais'd the Mom. 

Ye ihades of ancient heroes> ye who toil'd 

Thro' long fucceffive ages to build up 960 

A labouring plan of ftate, behold at once 

The wonder done ! behold the matcUefs prince ! 

Who left his native throne, where reign'd till then 

A mighty fhadow of unreal power ; 

Who greatly fpum'd theflothful pomp of ooorts; 965 

And roaming every land, in every port 

His fceptre laid aiide, with glorious hand 

Unwearied plying the mechanic tool. 

Gathered the feeds of trade, of ufeful artSj, 

Of civil wifdom, and of martial Hull. ^ 970 

Charged with the flores of lurope home he goes f 

Then cities rife amid the iUumin'S waile; 

0*er joylefs defarts fmiles the rur4 reign » 

Far-diibnt flood to flood is focial joined 1 

Th' aftonifliVi £«*«» hears the ^tf/fiVi roar j 975 

Proud navies ridepn feas that never fbam'd 

With daring keel before } and armies ftretch 

Each 
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Each way their dazzling files, reprefling here 

The frantic JUxander of the north. 

And awing there ftem Qthman*s flirinking (bns. 980 

Sloth flies the land, and Ignorance, and Fice, 

Of old difhononr pitmd : it glows aroctnd, 

Taoghtby the Royal Hand that rous'd the whole. 

One fcene of arts, of arms, of rifing trade : 

Fx>r wh^t his wifdom phnn'd, and power enforfd. 

More potent ftilt» hit great ixamfle ihew*d. 286 

Muttering, the winds at eve, with blunted pomtf 
Blow hollow-*Uuftering from the foath. Sabdu'd* 
The fioft refolves into a trickling thaw. 
Spotted the mountains ^ne ; loofe fleet defcendr,99a 
And floods the country round. The rivers fweH, 
Of bonds impatient. Sudden flt>m the hills. 
O'er rocks and woods, in broad brown catara^b, 
A thoufand fhow-fed torrents fhoot at once ; 
And; where they rufh, the wide-refbunding plain 995 
Is left one ilimy wafte. Thofe fullen feas. 
That wafh'd th' ungenial pole, will reft no more 
Beneath the fhackles of the mighty north ; 
But, Douflng all their waves, refifUefs heave. 
And hark ! the lengthening roar continuous-ruas^ 
Athwart the rified deep: at once it burfb, f06l 

And piles a thoufand mountains to the clouds. 

m 
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Ill fares the bark with tre;nhling vfictcht$ chai^M, 
That, toil amid the floating fragmentSy moon 
Beneath the (helter of an icy ifle, i«C5 

While night overwhelms the fea, and honor looks 
More horrible. Can human force endure 
Th' affembled mifchiefs that be£ege them roond? 
Heart'gnawing hunger, fainting wearineft* 
The roar of winds and waves, the Ottih of ioe, t^to 
Now.ceafing, now renewed with louder rage» 
And in dire echoes bellowing round the main. 
More to embroil the deep. Leviathan * 
And his unwieldy train, in dreadful iport, 
Tempeft the loofened biiner while duo* die glooAy 
far, from the bleak inhpfpitable ihore, 1016 

Loading the winds, is heard the hungry howl 
Of ftmifh'dmonii^, there awaiting wrecks. 
Yet PnoviDBNGB^ that 0ver'W4tkitfg tye. 
Looks down with pity on the feeble toil leie 

Of noortals loft to hop^ and lights then fiift^ - 
Thro' all this dreary labyrinth of £ue. 

'Tis done I dreadWiNTiR fpreadshis lateft gloomiy 
And reigns tremendous o'er the oonquer'dyear. 
How dead the visgetaibke kingdom liea ! 1025 

(iow dumb.the tuneful ! Horror wide extends 
His defokte .domain. Behold, fond Man t 

See 
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See here fhy piftur'd life ; pafs fome few years, 

Thy flowering Spring, thy Summer's ardent length. 

Thy fober Amumn fading into age, 1030 

And pale concluding Winter comes at laft, 

And (huts the fcene. Ah ! whither now are fled, . 

Thofe dreams of greatneis? thofe unfolid hopes 

Of happinefs ? thofe longings after fame ? 

Thofe reftlefs cares ? thoie bnfy bullling days ? 103; 

Thofe gay-fpent, feftive nights f diofc veering thoughts 

Loft between good and ill, that fliar'd thy life h 

All now are vanifli'd 1 Virtub ible-furvives. 

Immortal .never-failing jfriend of Man, * 

His guide to happinefs on high. And iee ! to^o 

*Tis come, the gloriovM morn ! the feoond birth* ^ 

Of heaven^ and earth ! awakening Nature heact 

The nenAj'creating word, and Aarts to life. 

In every heightened form, firom pain and death 

For ever free. Tki gnat tterual/cbtme^ 1045 

Involving all, and in zpirftS whole 

Uniting, as theprofped wider fpreads, 

To reafbn's eye refin'd dears up apace. 

Ye vainly wife ! ye blind prefumptuous ! now» 

Confounded in the duft, adore thatPowna, 1050 

^d Wis DOM oft arraigned : fee now the caufe, 

Why unafTuming worth in fecret liv'd, 

And,dy'd, neglefled: why the good Man*s fhare 

In 
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In life was gall and bittemefs of Toiil: 

Why the lone widow and her orphans pin^d 1055 

In fhirving folitude ; while luxury. 

In palaces, lay (Iraining her low thought. 

To form unreal wants : why heaven-born truth. 

And moderation fair, wore the red marks 

Of fuperilition's fcourge : why licensM pain, 1060 

That cruel fpoiler, that emboibm*d foe, 

Imbittered all our blifi. Ye good dxftreft ! 

Ye noble few ! who here unbending ftand 

Beneath life*sprefliire, yet bear up awhile. 

And whatyour bounded view, which only fiiw 106} 

A litde part, deem'd Evil is no more : 

The fioims of Wintry Tim e will quickly pafi^ 

And one unbounded Spkiitq encircle alL 



THE END. 
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THESE, as theychange^ Almighty Father^ 
thefc, • 
Are but the varied God. The roBing year 
Is fall of Thee. Forth in the pleafmg Spring 
Thy beauty walks, thy tendemefs and love. 
Wide flufh the fields ; the foftening air is balm ; 5 
Echo the mountains round; the foreft fmiles; 
\And every fenfe, and every heart is joy. 
Then comes thy glory in the Summer-months, 
With light and heat refulgent. Then thy fun 
Shoots full perfedion thro' the fwclling year : 10 
And oft THY voice in dreadful thunder fpeaks ; 
And oft at dawn, deep noon, or falling eve. 
By brooks and groves, in hollow-whiipering gales. 
Thy bounty fhines in Autumn unconfin*d, 
And fpreads a common feafl for all that lives. 15 

In Winter awful Thov I with clouds and ftorms 

Around 
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Around Thee thrown, temped o'er tempeft roU'd^ 
Majeftic darknefs 1 ort the whirlwind*s wing. 
Riding fublime. Thou bidil the world adore. 
And humbled Nature with thy northern blaft. 20 

Mysterious round ! what fldll, what force divinei 
Deep-felt, in thefe appear ! a fimple train. 
Yet fo delightful mix'd« with fuch kind art, 
Sach beauty and beneficence combinM ; 
Shade, unperceiv'd, fo foftening into ftiade 5 25 

And all fo forming an harmonious whde ; 
That, as they Hill fucceed*. they ravifh ftill. 
But wandering oft, with brute unconfdous gaze, 
Man marks not Thee, marks not the mighty hand. 
That, ever-bufy, wheels the fdent fpheres; ^ 30 
Works in die fecret deep ; fhoots, beaming, thence 
The fair profufion that o'er/preads the Spring: 
Flings from the fun dire£i the flaming day; 
Feeds every creature ; hurls the tempeft forth ; 
And, as on earth this grateful change revolves, 35 
With tranfport touches all the iprings of life. 

Nature, attend ! join every living foul. 
Beneath the fpacious temple of the iky. 
In adoration join ; and, ardent, raifc 
One general fong ! To Him, ye vocal gales, 40 

Breathe foft, whofc Spir it in your freflmefs breathes : . 
Oh talk of Him in folitaty glootils ! 

Where, 
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Whenr, o*cr the rock, the fcarcely waving pine 
Fills the brown fhade with a religions awe. 
And ye, whofe bolder note is heard afar, 45 

Who fhake th* aftonifli'd world, lift high to heaven 
Ti* impetuous fong, and fay from whom you rage. 
His praife, ye brooks, attune, ye trembling rills ; 
And let me catch it as I mufe along. 
Ye headlong torrents, rapid, and profound; ,56 
Yc fofter floods, that lead the humid maze 
Along the vale ; and thou, majedic main, 
A fecret world of wonders in thyfelf, 
Sound His flupendous praife; whofe greater voice 
Or bids you roar, or bids your roarings fall. 55 

Soft-roll your iiiCenfe, herbs, and fruits, and flowers. 
In mingled clouds to Him ; whofe fun exalts, 
Whofe breath perfumes you, and whofe pencil paints. 
Ye forefts bend, ye harvelb wave, to Him ; 
Breathe your (HU fong into the reaper's heart, 60. 

As home he goes beneath the joyous moon. 
Ye that keep watch in heaven, as earth afleep 
Unconfdous lies, effufe your mildeft beams. 
Ye conflellations, while your angels flrike. 
Amid the fpangled iky, the filver lyre. (5^. 

Great fource of day ! befl image here below 
Of thy Creator, ever pouring wide. 
From wodd to world, the vital ocean round. 
On Nature write with every beam His praife. 
The thunder rolls : be hufh'd the proltote world ; 70 

While 
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While doud to doud returns the folemn hymn. 

Bleat out afrefhy ye hills: ye moffy rocks. 

Retain the found : the broad refponiive k>we^ 

Te valleys, raife; for the Great Shepherd rdgns; 

And his unfuffering kingdom yet will come. 75 

Ye woodlands all, awake : a boundlefs fong 

Burft from the groves ! and when the reftleis ds^r. 

Expiring, lays the warbling world afleep, 

SweeteH of birds ! fweet Philomela, charm 

The liftening ihades, and teach the night His praiie. 

Ye chief, for whom the whole creation fmiles, 81 

At once the head, the heart, and tongue of all. 

Crown the great hynm ! in fwarming dties vaft^, 

Aflembled men, to the deep organ join 

The long-refounding voice, oft-breaking dear, fij 

At folemn paufes, through the fwelling bafe ; 

And, as each mingling flame increafes eadi. 

In one united ardor rife to heaven. . 

Or if you rather chufe the rural fhadc. 

And find a fane in every (acred grove ; 90 

There let the fhepherd's flute, the virgin's lay. 

The prompting fqraph, and the poet's lyre. 

Still fmg the God of Seasons, as they roll. 

For me, when I forget the darling theme, 

Whether the bloflbm blows, the fummer-ray 95 

RuflTets the plain, infpiring Autumn gleams i 

Or Winter rifes in the blackening eail; 

Be 
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Be my tongue mute, may fancy paint no more. 
And, dead to joy, forget my ieart to beat ! 

Should fate command me to the fartheft verge 
Of the green earth, to difiant barbarous climes, io>i 
Rivers unknown to fong; where Bxfk the fun 
Gilds Ifn/i£n mountains, or his fetting beam 
V'^ Flames on th' Jtlantic iiles ; 'tis nought to me r 
Since God is ever prefent, ever felt. 
In the void wafte as in the city full ; 
And where He vital breathes there mnft be joy. 
When even at laft the folemn hour ihall come. 
And wing my myilic flight to future worlds, 
I chearful will obey ; there, with new powers, 1 1 o 
Will rifing wonders flng: I cannot go , 

Where Universal Love notfmiles around> 
Sttftaining aH yon orbs and all their fons ; 
From /earning Evil Hill educing GooJ^ 
And Bettir thence again, and Better ilill, tVj, 

In infinite progreffion. fiut I lofe 
Myfelf inHiM, in Light ineffable! 
' Cometlien, exprefHve iilence, mufe bis praife* 
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